
CHMSTIAN CIVILIZkTION AND LANGUAGE. IO,

olectrie, telegraph, ho cannot elear Ilis mind for ordinary consistent
thi, uglit.

Especially in Egypt this thing looks like a caricature. Scenery thoe
is not constructed for t1ie play of a proper civilization as most of us îîaý
become accustoxned to it. flardly anywhere is there a siope violent
enougli to givo water the force to turn a wvheel. The ineffable quiet 0f
the indolent palms is sadly disturbed by a sereech, of the engire from,
the railway train, dashing its relentless wvay iute the midst of thec tran.
quil plumes. lIt scems more than a shiame te fi env steamboat boil.
ers from the steady Nile. You are provoked at a sarcastie or ribld
suggestion te print way-bills on papyrus. lit is as muclias env veiela.
tion for Oriental sehiolarship eau bear to find our railway passes wvorded
in that beautiful Arabie type. We wonder -whether the reason wy
the departing train is belaind time in starting-as, of course, it is-mlst
bc found iii the fact, which we împatientiy observe, that the cenductor
over yonder is on the ground. at the side of the road, sayig his
prayvers. Thus the entire seeno appears unreal. Civilization, oc-
cidental und vigoreus, is eonfronting barbarism, Oriental aiid effeni
nate. One finds himself eonstantly trying te, smooth eut the ral-
fie, te ealm the confiiet, te reconcile the incongruity, or te adjust the
contradiction. Mien we are f.irly seated in a car, labeled. ivith the
nLme of an English maker in Birmingham, and are asked for envr tick-
ets by an amiable guard dressed in 'bag-trensers, vîti a siik sash around
his litho waist, and are forced te meet bis demand fer env billets in
Freucli-it really makes ns seem illusory ; we think it doubtful ývhat
ive shall coîne te be in thie end; we groiv dreamy, and feel like au im-.
position.

Add te this the faet thiat ail our accustomed mens of coirmun)iction
withi the enter werld fail; net a sonnd around us is "l1gbe
,"Thernfore xny hecait is glad, and my glery rejoicethi." Whejn the
Psalmisft said that ho had a very beeomingr appreciation of thie value of
his tengue-fer that was wvhat, ho wvas speakingr about. A-ny rnans
tongrue is his glory, if he eaul only use it; but if fate shuts hlim off
from fil-bt possibilities, hie sinks most ingleriously jute a piÀeco of tick-_
eted experience going dumbly through enigmas. 0f itself, flc Arable
language as eonfronted iu Egypt L.Âîngs net eue item of iniformiationi
even te educated Arnerican c:tizens. PIrevious learning alonig ordinlary
liues fails at every point. Yen cannot rend flhe names of thie stations,
or the artistie signs above the deers. You cannet cepy themi ii your
note-book, even aftcr you have been told. Sucli inpienetrable mysteries
are around yen at ecd moment thiat for once you groiw hum.ble. You
hurry Diong on a dstinetly new plane, like a bride iii a hioncymoon,
far above ail of the usual sublunary ranges of dhings; yet wvitlisome-
times a quite human wondler, very modestly indulged, tyhnt sonmo cf
thue sublunary things arc.
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