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ABYSSINIA HAS ONE
OF OLDEST CHURCHES|

i
|
The church of Abyssinia |

Abyssinia
Christian

known as the Abyssinian
church, the civilized world’s second
oldest Christianity, which was estab-
lished by this one of the only existing
Negro Monarchies, although 1500
\'v;‘u's old remains today almost the
:\‘nme as it was the day it was organiz
ed. For years the Ethiopians have
sought 'tu break the successors to Fru-
mentius, an Egyptian, appointed bish-
op about 330 A.D. But always the
same authority appoints the Bishop
or Ahuna and always a foreigner has
been named. Only recently a new
head was sent out by the patriarch of
Alexandria and he was an Egyptian.
The Christian Church of Abyssinia
is a strange mixture of doctrines de-
rived from pagans and Jews as well as
Christians. In fact, before the com-
ing >f Frumentius the Ethiopians
were generally practicing Jewish rit-
es. There was a considerable mixture
of Jews and Jewish blood among them
ane of the oustanding claims of
members
Solomon

and
the royal family is that its
are descended from King
and the Queen of Sheba.
Though the Abyssinian Church gen-

erally agrees with the Coptic Church

in ritual, yet it has many practices
of its own. They have a literary lan-
guage, the Geez, which is used in all
services though scarcely understood.
Like the Jews they strictly forbid all
graven images, but their fasts are

longer and more severe than those of |

Roman Catholics, while confession |
and absolution are strictly (-nfm‘('ud.‘

This gives great power to the priests

Who have high standing in their com-
muniiies

but

These priests must marry,

mly on Another peculiarity of
the church is the encouragement of
pilgrimages to Jerusalem as a relig-
ious dut id as a means of acquiring
forgiven f sins.

The J through Portugal’s in-
fluenco ; tid against the Moslems,
80t control of the church about 1500
AD.  Finally the king made formal
Submissi 0o the Pope in 1604, but
the peo; t once rebelled and slew
the ¥ hen then made war on
the J 1id all of tnem wese ex-
Delled | when allegiance to the
Im’l‘l‘i‘”' \lexandria was resumed.
' The A of Addis Ababa, the cap-
”_”l' i ortant personage. Under
him ap the bishops and priests,
W.h[) 3 their ordination from
h”“'_ e officiates at all the great
bublic ous ceremonies, including
:)lll‘el:'“‘ ing of the kings and queens

e

itry.
But

does mnot hold the purse

‘WM. WELLS BROWN

(By Fred Landon)
The name of William Wells Brown
ought to be better known to the col-

ored race than it is at present and it is

)
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page is given sketch of
man of color.

Negro reformer and historian, Wil-

Elijah P. Lovejoy, then editor of the 2

1

a steamboat at the close of the next ‘d
ear, heing still a slave. !
1834

i

‘ !
| i e
| In he in-
1

I g i
interesting to note that in the recent- has even
|has

Haynes

escaped into Ohio, h

“RACE SUPERIORITY

IS A SILLY IDEA”

New York, Nov. 22—“No sillier idea

been presented to the ig-

norance, cruelity and selfish pride of
|men than the idea of white or Nor-

ic supremacy,” declared Dr. John
Holmes in his last Sunday's

i Wells B : in I sermon in the Community Church.
iam ells Brown was born in Lex- : :
- : K ik 1‘11(( Wi " t Dr. Holmes, who is a Vice-Presi-
ingtin, y., abou 816. /hen but a " ¢ atla
2 %k e K A I : ‘1 dent of the National Association for
yvouth he was taken to St. Louis anc
s S 4 the Advancement of Colored People
hired out on a steamboat. Next he x ; % 5
: - gave his service over to discussion
was employed in the print shop of 2 :
of the American race problem, with

Irs. Mary McLeod Bethune as the

St. Louis Times. Working in this
3 i} ; other speaker.
capacity Brown got his start in ed- e X
t Wi it ¢ {n e Our troubles all spring from the
ucation; but he was hired out again on 3 { =
: ag fact, not that the Negro is black,

eclared Dr. Holmes, “or even differ-
nt, but that we have always known

soaai 1 ke Tovie Hits Ckn im in this ccuntry as a member of
ending to cross Lake Erie into Can-
| :} ‘ } helt | a subdued, conquered and enslaved
ada. n the way he was shelterec E i .
‘ = | race. We therefore feel that we
[by a Quaker, Wells Brown, whose . c
k 1 B 1diti g must keep him down, so that we, the
name he assumed in addition to the : ;
Bk i whites may step up. The problem is
name William which he had borne as A :
not racial at all, but social.
la slave. He now took up steamboat- wpy : f ths y
: ot : ‘There is no such thing as an in-
(ing on Lake Erie and obtained the Ui e N il
’ Z : inct of race prejudice. No man was
[position of stewawrd in which he was ‘I' fEn .
| 4 SEG i ; ever hLorn with any prejudice or av-
|able to aid many a fugitive in getting j ; :
; Lo ersion for any member of the hu-
to Canada. In the year of his escape Sz % ;
: | . A R ~ man family. Children know nothing
ERED E. EBITO, ESQ., son of the |he married a free colored woman }))I NoHe. Shild Bidebak thing. . Hiuek e
| 118 » . C ; (o
Y : ” N . > 5 P - ‘ ¥y e rafiti
late chief of the Eastern Province of (Whom he had two daughters. Profiting flte:  canallsd 1a % wather of cak
. y » “Cc 'Y . < re ».
ligeri ) epresente . | by school instruction and by held from i
Aigoria- - Nu. Ak : Teprasmcl f\l e atia i TR aaoilied onsidEn. ation, environmental iInfluence, soc-
rica in the recent important Yar- .\(})lln\ : frie 111(.; 1€ f a:l(lm:»tv( 1(() § t (1 41 dustoth R ek Atine Ae - aiota
‘onference he i ‘nels able knowledge o 1e fundamentals. e : : i :
mouth Conference held in England. | : : T lget rid of this thing in a generation
_____ s In the North he soon learned to speak | :
. S ; |if we would only let our children
: ] Ry T, fluently that he could easily pre- | ; : :
strings of the church. That is done by | s ce el grow up unspoiled by the vile preju-
e il + | sent the claims if the Negro for free- =, s )
the second church officer in import- : Sl : . 'dices that poison our lives.

t Etchequie, who the Abyssin dom. During 1843—48 he was vari- “Pinall : i hi
ance, the Etchequie, > Abyssin- ; ‘Finally, no man who practices his
: 1 1 ot hein own ously employed as a lecturer by Anti- ! : 5 l” b
ians always select 4Y el  ( X R ; eligion has any race problem in his

. . e quarter Slavery Societies and was also inter- g = ; l‘l " I 1

number. Since more than a arter S : - ife. Nor would America have any
- ) ested in temperance, woman'’s suffrage e e Ay
[of the land belongs to the church and 3 ’ 555 «nni Tace problem if it took seriously its
| o - .. land prison reform and was associ- o * i e
{must be administered by church offic- : R o . religion of the fatherhood of God and
| 1 i Hected anc ated with such ardent abolitionists as : ; ¢

ials, and 1its revenues colleclted ana y 13 the brotherhood of man.”

S TR Garrison and Wendell Phillips. - 5

| managed by the. churen, it can ue BOSR | L, riy ne' visifed Bnglénd snd: re

|that the church business administra- 3 Lt A I : i o

‘age ) T 1CE sace » 3 LAl §-oEha . : .

lxilm is very important—and so is the DERESDLE 1S len ol £ form activities, is chiefly as an hist-

S5 A L daa o 1 ress i daris 3 5 i 3 :
Eechequie ety at the Peace Congress in Paris.| ..., pis writings covering various
s : ; y  was relec »d by such famous |, . S% :

Abvssinia, in northeast Africa, has He. was welcomed Iy |fields. His own life and experiences
b ¢ e : Europeans as Victor Hugo, George Cisgrie s { S G ATay
[loneg miaintained its political indepen- ; : el i Cobd “I |he wrote in 1847 under the title “Nar-

B T ; ) son ¢ har ‘obden, ' He i e ’ il
‘mm‘. as well as the independence of Thompson and Richare | rative of William W. Brown, a Fugi-

2UGREL X emain abro: il 185 yuring | ,. o o j
‘il ancient church. In fact, it is the remained, abirond. wniil: 3804, Durin It:\'u Slave. In 1852 he published

S 2 . < ’ ‘ . . . . 3 5

: : bant | the years of his activity as a reformer |, . Py s Sy : )
only independent country in Africa. : ¢ o B e F'hree Years in Europe” and in 1853

\ he found time also to stud) e( “Clotel, or the President’s Daughter,

AL o a9l hut his reputation, outside of his 1 a Narrative of Slave Life in the Un-
”y ited States.” He wrote two plays,
egroes 1”0 es parts of Africa and tells of their pro- F'he Dough Face” and “The Escape
9 P 3 209 ia 2 3 3 evq iat-
. l Of E test. ac well as the protest of Amer-|{and in 1863 published his first hist
ls Tlt e Ssay can Negroes against injustices here. |OTY, entitled, “The Black Man, His An-
| 3 £ X ¢ eoedents iqa O faa o i« Ach-
SR o] | One of the illustrations is a picture | tece dents, His Genius and His Ach
| ~p ri 13 : v: 3 atarv |ievements.” This re g rh

New York, Nov. 22—“Negroes Pro- lof William Pickens, Field Secretary ievements T'his book went thr‘u’l]l.la,l

oW Fads, 1 L99 Neg A S ; Tha

¢ . Tt Soelat 2o , | te rditiions in three years. 1€
test” is the title of an illustrated art- [of the National Association for the |ten ed A (} i i
est 1s ; ‘ e 3 - Negro in the American Rebellion, His
icle in the September issue of the |[Advancement of Colored People, who Negro i A é ; :
icle 11 S5 : s ¢ roism is Fidelity” also made

M ine For All” published in tells not only about disfranchisement Heroism and His Fidelit} lt ]‘- :

e MBERAIILO S Sin? i ceahiliti - N .o |a favorable impression and suppliec
oy and other disabilities of Negroes here |2 favorable impression an : Pl
Berlin Germany. : 1% vroeress in literature |the Need for an account of ‘the part
Il rticle details brutalities in- but about their progress in literature
The article ; yrute : ; —
and the arts. Continued on page 5

flicted on Negro workers in various




