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WILD SCRAMBLE

* TO BUY WHEAT

Sensational Advance on Chicago

Board of Trade

Brokers Had Orders to Purchase Millions of Bushels at
Opening, and Prices Soared Above the Dollar Mark—
. Has Advanced About Fifteen Cents a Bushel in a Week

and Likely to Go Higher.

Chicago, May 13—In the most sensa-
tional opening in the history of the Chic-
ago board of trade, wheat today shot past
the dollar mark. Heavy realizing sales
pushed the price backward somewhat,but
at the close the market was strong and
according to the majority of speculators
on the board, the demand upon which the
late advance has been made is still un-
satisfied. - The late advance today for
wheat was four cents for the July and
September options and 4 1-8 cents for the
December option.

From ‘the low point of Monday of last
week July wheat has advanced 13 3-4.
September has gome up 15 34. In the
December option the high point today was
16 3-4 above the low ‘price of last Mon-
day.

1t was a certainty that a strong bulge
would take place in the wheat market at
the opening. Country orders had poured
in, seemingly in an endless stream, and
in obedience to them brokers stood ready
to buy millions of bushels at the market

* price. Shorts were in a highly nervous
condition and were ready to cover. The
result was that as soon as the gong sound-

+-ed there was a terrific roar of voices, all
anxious to buy, and nobody offering to
gell. The trade was too big and too broad
to be followed with any certainty, and
brokers filled orders frequently several
cents away from the point at which they
had hoped to buy. The confusion was so
great that for a few minutes but little
actual business was transacted, the brok-
ers fighting and struggling in rts to
get hold of wheat from anybody orfat any

- price. . 2

The rush of buying orders seemed to
_come from almost every town in the
United States which was situated along &

telegraph ‘wire. They came ‘from Winni-

peg and from Louisiana and from points

on the Pacific and Atlantic seaboard. The
professional traders were of the opinion
that the opening was a little too vigorous
and that the chance to seize profits on
lines of long wheat carried over Sunday
was tempting. As soon, therefore, as trade
steadied a trifle, millions of bushels were
thrown upon the market in realizing sales.
As a result the advance for a time was
checked. The buying orders, however, still
poured in and the market again soared.
Again the long wheat came out and
brought a reduction, and again the coun-
try buyers forced prices up. The situa-
tion was too strong for man or clique of
men to stem. The country at large seemed
determined to buy at whatever price it
could be had.

There were no claims in any direction
that the market was being manipulated.
The general opinion seemed to be that
the advance was based upon natural con-
ditions which are certain to curtail . in
large dégree the world’s coming crop of
wheat. Advices from all parts of the west
and northwest confirmed previous re-
ports of damage by weather and by in-
sects. In addition telegrams from the Can-
adian Northwest declared that there was
still no possibility of seeding in that dis-
trict and that every day of delay meant
the loss of thousands of acres that might
otherwise have been sown in wheat.

Big Advance in New York.

New York, May 13—The Aublic ran
away with the wheat here this morning
and scored one of the biggest advances
ever seen outside of a corner. On first
sales New York jumped four. cents a
bushel from the regular close of Saturday,
making ten cents a bushel advance since
the government report Jast Friday. Liver
pool shared the exciiement by advancing
34, but. continental markets were indiffer-
ent.

SLOW PROGRESS SECURING JURY IN
THE HAYWOOD MURDER

Boise, Idaho, May 13—Only a fragment
of today was given over to actual work in
the trial of William G. Haywood for com-
plicity in the murder of former Governor
Steunenberg, and the .one step forward
was the qualification of a single talesman,
who seems marked for peremptory chal-
lenge later. The rest of the time went to
the talesmen of the special venire and the
reasons that made it impossible for them
to serve the state at this time.

Judge Wood called. the case at 2 o'clock
and at once gave attention to the 100 men
summoned by Sheriff Hodgins in the spec-
ial venire issued on Thursday last. The
court asked those who had special ex-
cuses to offer to come forward, and up
surged thirty-five men. They swarmed
around the clerk’s desk and choked up
the approach to the bench.’

Seven of them were sick and five others

FREMONT \wOOD . JUDGE “WHO WILL
PRESIDE AT TRIALS OF HAYWOOD AND
AJSSOCIATES

—1|

had sick wives. Some presented crisp, cer-
tificates from doctors, others offered quak-
ing bodies as visual evidence, and the rest
pleaded earnestly. Then there were ditch
riders, who must ride hard and constantly
these days in this land of irrigation, where
water is a community concern.

Next there was a batch of federal grand
jurors, who are under call to meet on June
15, a date that will surely conflict with
this trial, and after them trooped a little
oolumn of officers, great and emall. Then
there were administrators of estates, with
heirs who may suffer by their “enforced
absence, and two bankers, who must watch
and count the coin in national ‘banks. In
age they ranged from gray haired o]d
chaps, quivering under their years, to
husky youngsters in early citizenship and
in appearance from the weather-marked
farmer to the well dressed, comfortable
burgher. 3

With tact and patience, Judge Wood

IAMES H.HAWLEY CHIEF COUNSEL
FOR THE oS TATE

heard them through and the thirty-five
tales were not all told until 3.20 by the
clock. Twenty-four of the pleaders were
excused, and the other eleven returned to
the panel, either temporarily or perman-
ently.

To the eourt room this afternoon came
Julian Stuenenberg, son of the murdered
former governor,. a tall, sturdy youth,
strikingly like his father in face and fig-
ure. For two hours he sat with the mem-
bers of the Boise bar, ten feet from the
chair of the prisoner, William D. Hay-
wood. He spoke to no one and remained
a quiet, unobstrusive spectator. He is
here under subpoena as a witness, and it
is expected that he will be among the
firet called.

There are now twelve men o¢cupying the
jury box and jury house. Of the number
four have been examined and temporarily
passed by both sides, and eight remain to
be  questioned by the defence.

HON, .S, WHIE
 DENES REPORTS

MONTREAL ’LONGSHOREMEN ; : {Has No Wlsh “to Re-enter
STRIKE ON SHORT NOTICE

sent Demand Monday Morning for Increase in Pay, and
1500 Quit Work at 6 0"Clock Monday Night—American
_ Agitators Said to Be Responsible for the Trouble.

(Special to The Telegraph.)
Montreal, May 13—Fifteen hundred
?‘1on§shoremm are on strike in the port of
gMo::xtrea.l. At 6 o'clock this evening they
screwed the hatches on the holds of the
ocean vessels now In course of unloading

i and quit work quietly.
m’l‘l;::antmubl% came suddenly. There was
not a breath of dissatisfaction since the
season began until the New York strike
loomed large on the horizon. Then the
men “here felt that they were not getting
their dues and persuaded, it 18 _saxd, by
agitators who have been in the city from
the other side of the  border
for the last few days, the ’long-
shoremen’s  union, a brax’)ch ; of
the International ’Longshoremen s Union,
presented an Wtimatum to  the
shipping concerns of Montreal thgt unless
there was an all round increase in wages
by 6 o'clock there would be 2 general
strike.

“In the morning a letter was sent to the
Allan line, the Robert Reford Company,
Ltd., (operating the Donaldson and the
Thomson lines), the Dominion and Ley-
Jand lines and the C. P. R. that the ’long-
shoremen of Montreal wanted 35 cents an
hour for day work up to 6 o’clock and af-
ter that 35 cents an hour for night work.
Sundays the pay demanded was 60 cents
up to 6 o'clock and 70 cents after 6
o’clock. .

When this demand reached the ship-

ing companies, there was a hurry up
meeting of the Shipping Federation call-
ed. The federation members met in the
rooms of the association at the board of
trade building and there were present H.
A. Allan, president of the federation; Mr.
Gear, of the Reford Company, and Mr.,
Thom, of the Dominion line.

The meeting lasted for two hours and
then broke up, the members positively re-
fusing to make a statement as to what
course would be adopted in regard to the
ultimatum presentzd by the "longshore-
men.

At 6 o’clock no answer had been receiv-
ed by the ’longshoremen and when the
time came for supper, there were pickets
at each shed to advise the men that they
need mot work after the supper hour.
There was no trouble. The hatches were
put on and the men walked out of the
sheds.

A large number of them went up to the
headquarters of the union at 623 Notre
Pame strest, where there was a meetiag
Yeld behind closed doors and the deter-
mination was made to fight the thing to a
finish.

The Shipping Federation is composed of
Messrs. Allan, Gear and Thom. and they
were present at today’s meeting.  Mr.
Gear was approached first because it was
stated that the strike would be declared
first on the Donaldson and Thomsoa

Mr. Gear positively refused to

ats.
o *ue any statement. He adhered to his

conviction that there would be no strike.

The Shipping Federation say that the
agreement entered into with the men and
the companies at the end of the strike in
1903 still remained valid and that before
it could be broken by the men there would

have to be an official notification by the
men that a rearrangement of the wage
schedule was desired. The federation
claims that this notification has not been
sent, this year and therefore the. strike
is a violation of the binding agreement of
1903.

It was stated to night that criminal ac-
tion would be taken against the ’long-
shoremen today for a violation ef the
new law enacted at the last session of
parliament and known as the Lemieux
act. This makes it a criminal offence for
any parties to go on strike without first
invoking the arbitration or conciliation
board, one member of which will be ap
pointed by the contending parties and if
these men cannot agree on a third con-
feree the same shall be appointed by the
minister of labor. If these arrests take
place it will be the first occasion since the
enactment of the new law.

There are now sixteen ocean vessels in
port and today this number will be in-
creased by two. Last night there was
very little work going on and what there
was, was being performed by the stew-
ards and crews of the various boats which
were quite happy to earn their thirty-five
cents an hour, in addition to their regular
pay as members of ‘the crew.

HALIFAX WOMAN
DIES OF BURNS

Mrs. H H. Smith Victim of Over-
turned Lamp — Death of Joshua
Priest.

(Special to The Telegraph.)

Halifax, N. S., May 13—Joshua 8.
Priest, formerly proprietor of the Revere
Hotel, died this afternoon. Mr. Priest
came to Halifax at the time of the fire
in the Drummond mine and has bzen here
ever since.

Mrs. Smith, wife of H. I. Smith, the
| prominent fish merchant, died this after-
| noon, as a result of burns caused by an
overturned lamp, three weeks ago. She
i was a Miss Lynch of Newfoundland.

Justice Russell, will lecture before the
Canadian Club next Thursday. His sub-
ject will be The Foolishness of Preach-
ing.

620,006 Fire at Sydney Mines.

Halifax, N. S, May 13—(Special)—The
two story building owned by George Mul-
Joney, in Sydney Mines, was destroyed by
fire tonight. The total loss is estimated
at between 815,000 and $20,000. The lower
floor was occupied by A. House, baker, and
(seorge Mulloney, boots and shoes. Prac-
tically nothing was saved from either floor.
Mulloney was moving into his store. IHis

Eqn_zhased. The fire is believed to -have
riginated in the bakery.

.

Politics and Become Attor-
ney General.

rrm—————

DRIVES IN BAD WAY

Water Has Fallen Seven Feet on the
Upper St. John—Hon. Mr. Em-
merson at the Capital About Libel
Suit — Bishop Kingdon Rallies
Again,

(Special to The Telegraph.)
Fredericton, May 13—Thomas Clair, M.
P. P.; of Clair Station, Madawaska, was
among the arrivals in the city this evening.
Interviewed by The Telegraph correspond-
ent in regard to the lumber drives on the

reports that they were making rather slow
progress. He went on to say that-the
water had fallen seven feet at Clhir dur-
ing the past week. The weather had been

very cold. There is still about a foot of
snow in the woods of the upper St. John,
and Mr. Clair thinks that if the weather
moderates, even should there be no rain,
the drives would be got out. Under pres-
ent conditions, however, he thinks the
lumbermen are having a pretiy hard time
of it.

Hon. H. R. Emmerson, ex-minister of
railways; Hon. A. S. White, and- A. B.
Copp, Liberal organizer, were among the
arrivals in the city this evening. They
met J. H. Barry, K. C., at the Quéen
hotel, and had a consultation with him
with regard to the Gleaner libel snit.
Asked by The Telegraph correspondent if
the report was true that he intended to
withdraw his civil suit and substitute a
criminal action against J. H. Crocket,
manager of the Gleaner, Mr. Emmerson
declined to make any statement. He said
that the object of his visit here was mere-
Iy to have a consultation with his solicitor
in regard to the case.

Hon. A. S. White was asked if there
was any truth in the report that he was
likely to succeed Hon. Dr. Pugsley as at-
torney-general and seek election in Kings.
| He replied that some of his friends were
ianxious for him to re-enter politics, but
'he was not inclined that way. “I held the
| office of attorney-general once,” said he,
| “and gave it up, and I am not seeking it
| again.”
| He went on to say that he was here to
linterview the government in regard to the
Restigouche Boom Company matter.

| Government Meeting Tonight.

l The monthly meeting of the local gov-
{ernment will be held here tomorrow even-
{mng. Rumors of reconstruction are in the
I air, but it is hardly likely that there will
[ be any change at the present time.

| Bishop Kingdon, who has been in delicate
| health for some months, had a bad turn
{ last night, and was unconscious for over
! three hours. His many friends will be
| glad to learn, however, that his condition
{his afternoon is considerably improved.

| Rafting operations at the Mitchell boom
' will commence tomorrow morning. Raft-
'ing at the Douglas booms will not com-
 mence for some days yet. There are about
lten million feet of logs in the Mitchell
booms and twelve million at

ntire etock was new, being only recently | land.

W. E. Seery has been awarded the cop-
tract for the policemen’s uniforms. !

upper St. John river, he confirmed the

BAITISH MINISTRY
HEARD CANADA'S SIDE
OF AMERICAR DISPUTES

A

Sir Wilfrid Laurier Had Long Confer-
ence Last Week

| Winston Ohurohill Tells Why

Britain Is Against Preference
to the Qolonies--Premier Bond
Hopeful to Adjust Newfound-
land’s Troubles. :

Montreal, May 13—A press cable says:
Hon-.AlfrEd Deakin at tomorrow’s sitting
of the colonial conference will propose

the colonial officers to provide for periodic
interchange of officials between Downing
street and varipus parts of the empire.

It has been decided to publish in extenso
the proceedings of the colonial conference,
the publication to be at an early date but
the speeches will require some revision
before publication.

Winston Churchill replying to a ques-
tion said the colonial premiers made clear
to the government that as their policy
Lwas to protect their position from British
and foreign competition they could not in

stricted right of import afforded them in

jesty’s government were not prepared to
place a tax on foreign imports for the pur-
pose of conferring further advantages on
the self-governing colonies.

The delayed conference of Sir Edward
Grey and Lord Elgin respectively secre-
taries for foreign affairs and for the col-
onies with Sir Wilfrid Laurier, the Can-
adian premier, on the questions pending
between the United States and Canada on
| which Secretary of State Root is anxious
to reach an understanding took place at
the foreign office last Thursday. The dis-
cussion was rather prolonged. Premier
Laurier fully set forth the views of him-
gelf and his government at the conference
and it is expected that as soon as these
and the comments of the foreign and col-
onial secretaries reach Mr. Bryce, ¢t
British ambassador at Washington, t%ﬁ
way will be clear for a continuation of the
negotiations at Washington.

Sir Robert Bond, the premier of New-
foundland, also has been discussing the
Newfoundland fisheries question with the
imperial ministry and today in an inter-
view expressed confidence that before he
leaves England an understanding will be
reached as to the attitude the foreign
office will adopt in future on these ques-
tions with Washington.

BARK OSBERGA
REACHES BOSTON
BADLY BATTERED

{ Boston, May 13—Shorn of her top ham-
{per and with her crew practically ex-
hausted from hard work and meagre pro-
visions the British bark Osberga, of Mait-
land (N. 8.), Capt. Hatfield, arrived in
| the " harbor tonight from Turk’s lsland,
lafter a tempestuous passage of fifty-nine
| days. The usual passage by vessels of the
{ Osbega type is from twenty to twenty-
| five days. Almost from the time that the
| bark left Turk’s Island until she finally
reached the Nantucket lightship she was

Sugar Is- | subjected to a continuous series of gales

which wrenched all her upper spars and
left her but few sails with which to
reach port.

that there should be a recomstruction of.

any way reciprocate the free and unmre-

this country. On the other hand his ma-

HORRIBLE DEED OF
ONTARI FARMER

Killed Wife and Two Littié
Ones With a Hammer,
Then Suicided

LEAVES NOTE BEHIND

e

After Committing the Terrible Crime,
William Waldie Penned a Few Lines
Declaring He Was a Maniac and
Couldn’t Bear to Leave His Family
For the World to Scoff At.

(Special to The Telegraph.)

Kingston, Ont., May 13—A terrible mur-
der and suicide occurred close to Gana-
noque early this morning. William Wal-
die, a respected resident, aged thirty-
eight years, killed his wife and two child-
ren with a hammer, and then cut his
throat.
bodies.

himself. This is a copy:
“Up stairs will be found the work of
a mental and physical wreck, a maniac

for the last two years, unknown to any- |

one but myself, I suspect. Would to God
I had never been born. I have killed the
dearest woman and her unborn baby and
two sweetest of children. I had intend-
ed to kill only myself, but I could not at
last leave them to the scoff of the world.

I have been hoodwinked by those who |
should have been my friends and can See "

no future, a8 I am mentally unable to
manage myself or to accomplish my
work.”

GALA FUNCTION FOR
CANADIAN - MINISTERS

American Ambassador to Britain
Banquets Sir Wilfrid Laurier and
Other Notables. j

London, May 13—Ambassador and Mrs.
Reid welcomed this evening, at Dorchester
House, a distinguished company, repre-
sentative of various parts of the British
empire. The dinner was given in honor,
primarily, of Sir Wilfrid " Laurier, the
premier of Canada, and the other dele-
gates from American’s neighbor on the
north to the- imperial conference now in
session in London. In addition to the
Canadian premier and Lady Laurier and
Hon. L. P. Brodeur, Canadian minister
of marme and fisheries and Mrs. Brodeur,
there was present at the_dinner Premier
Campbell-Bannerman. Affer the dinner a
large number of guests came in to enjoy

a concert, which was follow ance | I
i b),, oo {atively called the biggest proposal sub-

for!

and buffett.

Pay 81650,000 for Race Track.

Toronto, Ont., May 13—(Special)—The
Ontario Jockey Club has-decided to pur-

His hired man found the dead !
A note was left by Waldie stat- | merce department,
| ing that he had meant at first to kill onlyf fast Atlantic service are brighter today

| half of it with the

. early day.

BOLD SCHEME
TO LOOT BANK

“Steal a Million and They Will Be Glad

to Settle,”’” Advised Lawyer

Douglass, Loan Clerk of a New York Trust Company, Con-
fesses to District Attorney of Conspiracy to Make a Big
Haul, and the Man That Told Him to Make a Big Haul
Was to Dicker for Immunity—Boid Plan to Kill Czar

Failed.

(From Our Own Correspondent)

New. York, May 13—The details of the
robbery of the Trust Company of America,
which have been kept secret until now,
were learned today, as the coming trial of
Oliver M. Dennett, the broker, relieves the
necessity of guarding them so closely. It

is a story calculated to make the bones
of the late lamented Dick Turpin, consid-
ered a fairly good man in his line, rattle
with envy.

Never was there a more daring attempt
at a “hold-up” for a big stake than in the
stealing of $600,000 worth of bonds and
securities from the trust company. It was
planned that the clerk, William O. Doug-
lass, should steal $1,000,000 worth of ne-
gotiable paper, and that $200,000 should
be demanded for its return, with the guar-
antee that everything be kept secret and
no one punighed.

The scheme 1n all its details was unfold-
ed by Douglass, the clerk, in a confession
made to Oakleigh Thorne, president of the
trust company. Two other persons are in-
volved by Douglass in his confession—
Dennett and a lawyer, who seems finally
to have become the chief conspirator, if
the story told by Douglass is true. Doug-
lass has sworn to his statement in the ‘dis-
trict-attorney’s office, and will repeat the
story on the witness stand if Dennett de-
cides to go to trial.

Lawyer to Get Third of Loot.

In his confession to Mr. Thorne, Doug-
lass ‘stated that the lawyer advised that
while they were at it Douglass might just
as well make a good job of it and steal so
much that the trust company would fear
to have the matter become public. Then,
Douglass said, the lawyer proposed to con-
duct the subsequent negotiations, taking
as his share a third of the loot that're-
mained to the conspirators.

Dennett is under indictment on three
charges of grand larceny as a result of hie
connection with the stealings of Douglass
He has already pleaded not guilty, and
has until Wednesday in which to decide
whether he shall continue that plea or
plead guilty and throw himself on the
mercy of the court. His trial is expected
to begin on Thursday. Douglass will be
thie principal witness against him.

When making his confession to Mr
Thorne, Douglass stated that he was led

into his initial error because his income
was not sufficient for his needs and, more
than that, he was anxious to get into busi-
ness for himself. He had an idea that he
knew the stock market well enough to be
successful as a broker. He was acquainted
with Dennett, considered bim a good busi-
ness man, and thought that altogether
they could build up a flourishing broker-
age business.

Stole to Speculate.

“So strongly was Douglass impressed
with the idea that he spoke to Deunnett
about forming a business partnership.
They reached an agreement, one feature
of which was that Douglass should furnish
$2,500. He did not have the money, but
soon conceived a way of raising it. Doug-
lase said he stole bonds from the safes
of the trust company and turned them
over to Dennett in order that Dennett
might-operate in the cotton market to the
financial profit of both of them.

The first venture was a failure, and
Douglass took more bonds in order to
raise funds to hide the first theft. Still
they were pursued by ill-luck, and Doug-
lass. resorted to further stealings. Mat-
ters soon became decidedly serious for
both Douglass and Dennett. Then Den-
nett, Douglass said, sought the advice of
a lawyer. i

“‘Steal a Million,”” Says Lawyer.

As to the advice given by the lawyer,
all Douglass knows is what Dennett told
him. As Douglass understands it, the
lawyer advised that the only way to avoid
prosecution and make anything out of the
matter as it stood, was for Douglass to “go
at it good”—steal 81,000,000 worth of bonds
and securities and turn them over to Den-
nett, ‘who in turn was to place them in
the hands of the lawyer.

“Then,” Douglass understands, the law-
yer said:” “I will see President Thorne. 1 -
will tell him of the loss he has sustained,
which will be news to him. I will point
out that he dannot afford any publicity in -
the matter, as it comes at a bad time for
him, just when his company is merging
with the Colonial Trust Company. I will

(Continued on page 7. fourth column.)

FAST ATLANTIC SERVICE
SEEMS ALMOST ASSURED

Report That Laurier Will Lay Before British Government a
~ Scheme for 25-Knot Steamers Between Canada and
England, and Lessen Present Time to Australia Several

Days.

(Special to The Talegraph.)
Ottawa, May 13—Although nothing offi-
cial is obtainable at the trade and com-
the prospects of a

than they have been for some years.
With Sir Wilfrid Laurier working in be-
British government,
and Sir Richard Cartwright favorable to
it at this end there ought to be some de-
finite information on-the subject at an

It is well known that Sir Wilfrid
Laurier has been in communication with
the acting premier, Sir Richard, upon the
matter and that the outlook for this long
delayed venture being an accomplished
fact was never better. In the “dickering”
which is going on, the C. P. R. is said to
be included. The present is a good~ time
to establish this service. The parties who
have got the contract for the Australian
mail service by the Suez Canal do mot ap-
pear to fulfil the terms with the Aus-
tralian government and mails could be
brought by the new fast line on the At-
lantic- and Pacific across Canada. with a
94.Imot service in 27 days in all or five
days better than the time now made with
the Australian mail by the Suez route.

The present Canada-Australia steam ser-
vice is very indifferent, there being mo
improvements since its inauguration. The
journey from London to China by the
Canadian route can be shortened by two
days notwithstanding that the distance
is longer than by the Suez route.

A fast Atlantic service would also draw
from the American routes with reasonable
assistancs from the British government,
and Canada willing, as she undoubtedly
is, a fast Atlantic and fast Pacific service
may be realized in the near future.

Laurier's Proposal.

Montreal, May 13— (Special)—A special
cable to the Montreal Star says: -

Sir Wilfrid Laurier will tomorrow lay
before the imperial conference with every
prospect of its acceptance in principle be-
fore the present week is out a scheme of
empire transport which has been authori-

mitted to any British government
over 100 years. Sir Wilfrid refuses to dis-
cuss the question at the present stage but
1 am able to give the following outlines:
The proposal is for the immediate crea-

chase Woodbine race track from the heirs | tion of an empire mail service of the high-

of the late Joseph Duggan for $150,000.The
property is about sixty acres and

and reclaimed so as tordouble in value.
It had been largely mgrsh.

in l via
the hands of the club has been improved | on the one

S Lt g L

e

| est speed and efficiency, to Canada and

(Ganada to New Zealand and Australia
hand, and China and Japan
on the other, the Canadian service to con-
sist of ‘three 25-knot steamers, capable of

a passage of four days between British
and Canadian ports.

The Canadian government is prepared ta
share with the British government what-
ever subsidy is necessary or, if the prin-
ciple of a subsidy is unacceptable to Eng-
lish free traders, Canada will share what-
ever government guarantee of interest is
necessary on the principle of the guaran-
tee under which the Cunard line is plac-
ing two 25-knot steamers on the New
York route.

The promoters of the Halifax-Blacksod
scheme which this new scheme would
probably supersede, have estimated that
$25,000,000 capital is mecessary to estab-
lish their service. This figure may give
some measurc of the cost of the new pro-
posal.

Faster Service on Pacifie.

A new and faster service will be placed
on the Vancouver 'routes to the far east
and Australia. In the later case the ser-
vice is being jointly subsidized or guaran-
teed by the British, Canada, Australia
and New Zealand governments. Premiers
Deakin and Ward, now here, are entirely
co-operative in the expectation that Aus-
tralasia will be thus be brought within 20
days of England, instead of 30 as now.

Lord Strathceona is so largely responsible
for initiating the project that it is not
improbable he may become president of
the new steamship association, which is
likely to follow the representative lines of
the Pacific cable board. Hon. Clifford
Sifton is also intimately associated with
the scheme.

The new lines would be independent of
all railway concerns, making equal
terms with all. I understand Lloyd George
will at tomorrow’s conference promise the
careful and most sympathetic considera-
tion of his majesty’s government: He and
Winston Churchill-are most co-operatively
inclined; so are other members of the
ministry, including Sir Edward Grey,
Haldane, Birrell and Buxton; while Mr.
Asquith, who as chancellor of the ex-
chequer, must provide the money, is not
expected to oppose. His anti-preferencs
speech at the conference left so bad an
impression even among his friends that he
is not anxious to court another rebuff.

A group of radicals in the commons
here threaten to oppose the scheme, but
the ministry seems prepared to face them,
especially secing the certainty of support
from part at least of the opposition and
the anxicty of a great body of the Liberal
party to show the colonies that Codlin is
really the friend, not Short. The scheme
in fact looks more like speedy realization
than any of its more modest predecessors.

i




