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Fi e, nRev. B. N. Nobles’ Sermon to Readers Gives “ New Ligh1
on Excuses."
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t/uke xiv—18.1 ^ “And they all with one consent began to make ex-

of, you will recall the connection in which these words 
Sound. They occur in the parable of the great supper. Our Lord meant 
the story to he illustrative of the refusal of the Jewish nation to 
jto the feast of gospel blessings, and bf the subsequent enjoyment of these 
blessings by 'the Gentile world.' I shall hot spend time in speaking of 
the work of our Lord in this matter and the ample provision he has 
made for all the spiritual needs of men, Jew or Gentile, but will pass 
On to notice the nature and effects of the excuses offered. One said: 
“I have hoüght a piece of ground and I must needs go and see it ; I 
pray Thee have me excused.” Another said: “I have bought five yoke 
of oxen and I go to prove them; I pray Thee have me excused.” An­
other said : “I have married a wife and therefore I cannot come.” Did 
you ever think of the nature of these excuses ?

These pleaded blessings of life as excuse for their refusal of gra- 
cions hospitality proffered them. It was surely a good thing for these 
men that, needing the land and the oxen, they had the money or the 
credit with which to make the purchase. The land and the oxen meant 
.improved conditions and better facilities for business and labor, and 
the wife meant home and companionship. Sush blessings should have 
tended to make these men neighborly and considerate of the kindness 
of Him who provided the feast. But if it were so that He who provid­
ed the supper was the one through whom it had been made possible for 

The land and oxen to be purchased and the marriage consummated, then 
especially should they have shown appreciation and gratitude and at- 

To accept and enjoy one’s benefactions and then plead 
thepi as excuse fo£, ejecting His grace and refusing the respect and 
obdience due-the benefactor is unworthy any one. Yet such is the treat- 

gracious Lord .received at the. hands of the Jews, and such is 
the treatment men in gospel lands accord Hizp whose bénéficient be- 
stowalq.,3re pnjoyed hy the sons of men. and for whose further good he 

•has spread the gospel feast and bidden them,come and partake.
jfcw is one who neglects gospel privileges, neglects the House of 

the Lord, neglects the Bible school, neglects the praver meeting. An­
other excuse pleaded, is his home, her home. The husband savs : “T 
must share the home burdens with my wife. If she could go and enjoy 
these bless##^ >L >wuld go, but as it is, I must stay as much as I can 
in the hflipAcwith;-her.” The wife savs: “T have so many home cares 
—the cooking JmW to be done, the home has to be kept, and the children 
have to be cared-for.” So home is pleaded an excuse for their neglect 
Of religious,.privileges. “I have children, I have wife, I have husband ; 
Therefore T urav thee have me excused.” Brother, sister, should you not 
praise the Lord-for home, children, companion, and obey rather than 
put these forward as excuses for disobedience? If these are in the way 
of your souPs highest good what will you sav if he takes these blessings 
îfrom you ? If they "fore proving injurious, if the blessing is proving a 
CTrse should It net he withdrawn? I have known this To be done. What 
will von hate W say if the Lord breaks up this home that is so much In 
the wav of your serving him as you should and takes wife or child from 
you? You tremble at the thought, but if these blessings are harmful 

/—keeping yon from spiritual good, would it not be kindness to with­
draw them ? T--~ --

Here is anetoer who pleads his business or his work an excuse for 
neglecting religious life and privilege and blessing. “I plod along six 

.' days in the week and sometimes seven. I have no time to think of re­
ligion. My hours are long and my work exacting. When Sundav comes 
I feel I must rest apd sleep or spend it in recreation. I am too tired 
to go to the Lord’s House or to give attention to the concerns of religion.” 
Man, did you never flunk of it that vou should be thankful that you have 
Worjc or business or trade or profession to which vou can applv yourself, 
and that instead of pleading it as excuse for refusing the rail and will 
of G°*L pugjit op this vcrv aeeount to seek in every wav His pleasure. 

TfTow would y;*u .f<5|I if vopr business failed or if there was no work to. 
no had, and wMg ypur family asked for food and raiment and shelter, 
you had to walk the streets in idleness ? God has graciously given you 
a business tp CÇgduct, or in His good providence you have employment 
that insures vopp, wage : vet vou will plead your neglecting His house, 
*Tis salvation, His work ! Sunpose He gives vou rest from these things 
which vou arft,paving militate against your spiritual good. Suppose 

, hard times are. flshered in and work becomes scarce and business fails.
,Think of what yosj. are doing when to the Lord, vourself or any yther you 
foffey aa excusa-fat your sin the benefactions of His hand.

' ’ Sometimes young people when urged to attend the services of the
Lord’s Howe and put themselves in the wav of spiritual blessings, an­
swer: “We have so many studies that we don’t have time to think of 
Anything but ear bosks.” So the school is put forward as an excuse for 
their neglect of their spiritual interests. I am sure our school life in 
towps and cities is lived too fast. Ours is an age of rush and bustle and 
pur common school life suffers from it. Oup boys and girls are hustled 
along. Gtade after grade must be passed on schedule time. The am- 
bitions boy or girl feds that failure to grade discounts their abilities in 
the eyes-.of-others, so allpush on. in competition at any cost. Thus our 
young people are being robbed of childhood and youth and rushed on 
prematurely through Pur schools, while their bodily health is being im­
paired and their spiritual life circumscribed and stricken. These 
'citions ought not -to obtain in our educational system, nor should our 
young people permit their studies to interfere with their religious life 
and work. For our free public schools and for the privilege and oppor­
tunity of attending them, our youth should be grateful. For faculties 
of body and mind capable of being educated, and for the knowledge 
.they are getting, they should bless God. And instead of these things being 
obstacles they should bécome incentives to a life in harmony with the 
will and word of Him at whose hand such grace is enjoyed. Suppose, 
my young friends» you had not free schools; suppose your faculties 
iWere impaired and you had no capacity for knowledge—what a calamity ®e° 
that would be! Therefore as thankofl'ering for such favor, praise the 
Lord and obey Him, and turn not away from the feast of good things 
to which His gospel bids you.

ii . If you will read the parable from which the text is taken you will 
See that thes^. who pleaded the blessings of life as excuse for their re­
fusal pf gracious hospitality, were left to themselves, and others chosen.
So it wee with the Jews. They refused to come to the feast of gospel 
blessing and the Lord turned from them to the Gentiles. All through 
the centuries we see thé Gentile nations coming in and enjoying the 
blessings- of the gospel. But the Jews—they refuse, starve their souls 
and perish, while they busy themselves with houses and lands and home 
and business. So also may it come to be with those of our own genera­
tion who turn away from their banefactqi, and refuse His grace in sal­
ivation while they plead in excuse His daily benefactions. Marion Law­
rence told the story the other day, of an oil operator who, everytime they 
tmade ready to sink a new well on Ms farm, prayed : “Lord, make it only 
fa dry hole" in the earth if the oil we are seeking shall interfere with 
jany relation to Thee.” That man made business and its cares secondary 
in Ms religious life. I was once pastor to a mother whose family con­
sisted of five children—from three to sixteen years of age. Her husband 
jkept hotel in the town. Her life was full of care. But she rarely missed 
the Weekly prayer service, and every Sunday morning she, with her 
family, filled their pew as reverent listeners. That woman, to whom God 
"had given her home and little ones, was determined that these blessings 

'.Should not become hindrances in her religious life. “Here I am,” cried 
Van old man, “with snow in my hair, winter in my blood and ice in my 
eoul, waiting for the stroke that will soon cut me down. Oh, for the 

.Sensibility I once had when every sermon seemed like a sword-thrust, 
and every appeal rang in my soul like a thunderclap.” That man had 
trifled 'With his spiritual concerns so long, had stifled his feelings, vio­
lated his conscience and gone wrong so long, that he had lost the 
«capacity ** God and goodness, and blighted, blasted and ruined Ms life. 
jOh, brothers ! younger, older, will you not learn wisdom. What if God 
^hall leave any of you who are excusing yourselves for one reason and -
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Ottawa, May 19—(Special) —Hon. C.
Fitzpatrick, minister -of justice, bay given 
notice of a ibill to amend the criminal 
code for the purpose of making it an 
offence to sell cigarettes to boys under 
sixteen years of age.

At 'the opening proceedings of the house 
today, Sir Wilfrid Laurier said -that a 
commission would be appointed shortly to 
look into -the Treadgold concession, and 
other leases in the Yukon.

A bill was introduced -by Hon. Mr. Pre- 
ffontaine in regard to the safety of ships.
He sand that it was to make -ttie Cana­
dian law identical with the British law- 
The chief -point was. that in reference to 
the deck load. v 

The house tlnetn went into committee on 
public works estimates. Mr. Sutherland 
stated that the new dredge mow under 
oonsti-uction at Sorel for the maritime 

| provinces, '-wentid - cost $500,000 and would 
be ready for the work next season. *

Boo. Mr. Fielding has given notice for nM‘™ne torpedo-boats, written by Naval 
the purpose of establishing penny banks. Constructor Lawrence Spear, ti 5>. N., ap­

peared in a recent issue of Tht Iron Age. 
Prophesying as to the future development 
•of this da es of war craft, he concludes that 
they will naturally divide themselves into 
two main groups and four types. One of 
these groups .will comprise large offensive 
submersible boats, self -supporting and suit­
able dkxr many of the ©oropean countries, 
together with small defensive submarine 
boats for torpedo fwttrk only. The basis 
of (his argument is -that in countries situ-

i

ated like France, where une possible enemy 

possesses large ports and arsenals wilihin 
easy striking distance, the vessel must be 
particularly seaworthy, -habitable for 
siderable periods, and capable of a fairly 
high sustained sea speed. He believes this 
type will eventually be given a displace­
ment of -perhaps 300 tons. The other 'grwjp 
includes the small -offensive ground-working 
submarine (with auxiliary armament) and 
the medium size defensive Submersible for 
torpedo work only; and it is suitable for 
the United States. , However, the extent 
of the coasts of the States^ the number of 
her harbors and rudimentary character of 
her fixed defences render the offensive 

weaipon preferable to the pure submarine 
for devensive purposes, and the author is 
of the opinion 'that the best 'all-round boat 
to meet the condition is likely to lead to 
some increase in total -displacement, though 
not probably exceeding 290 tons. He thinks 
that in the development oif the four types 
improvement will be made in the -tactical 
qualities off speed and practical radius of 
action.—(Page’s (Magazine.
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■Adown the atrteken capes m flare, 
No light on spit or bar,

Darkling and desperate we Are 
The hi In dfOld game of wax

il
—Kipling.

An intæresting historical art de on sub- Æ
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The Philippine War not Over Yet.
Manila, May 19.—The situation in some 

of the districts of Cebu de regarded as 
eenous- It is reported that the total of 
the bands of insurgent» in the field ex- 
oeeiti 1,500. Col. Taylor, of the cone tab- 
ulary, reports that the enemy’s forces 
dispersing. He says the constabulary as 
capable of suppressing the disorders and 
predicts an improvement in the situation.
It is believed here that the adoption of 
etaergetic measures will he necessary to 
suppress the disturbances.

Numerous armed bands of hostile Moroe 
from Bacolod and Taraca, island of Miu- 
danao, have appeared in the vicinity of 
■Pantar, north of the lake, and. have made 
threatening demonstrations against the t
American troops. $ IJ I II n inî «lie $ lew wic Opera
Pantax and is capable of 'dealing with the ‘f"flM''r,lI"H"l'->ifrHuV"pTi; | | n-i -p i-riii |i*
lvOw8. x

Ninety per cent of the lake Mores have ®eor®e Ado’ti clever Jin 
accepted American sovereignty. Peggy from Paris, HAry

Col. Taylor, with a force of oomstabn- est production, which has t 
iary, defeated several bands of fanatics t>,„. .
in the interior of Cebu island, May 14, 084010 engagement, are just
killing twenty and wounding several of as are hie Fables^ in fclang.
them. A few of the constabulary were When it was announced thatX Mr. Ade
wounded. Iseut. Walker is missing. The Was at work on Peggy from pjfatis. the 
fanatics repeatedly charged the constabu- j authoi; received many communications, 
laxy, line. asking him to give theatregoers au\ oppor-

A hurricane devastated Santa Maria, tirnity to see the slang b.oy of tolday on 
Bit a can, Luzon, on ‘Saturday. Earthquake the stage. Jfr. Ade’s fiist effort fin the 
shocks were felt and during the progress theatrical field, The Sultan of Sul " 
of the storm the great stone barracks col- simply a polite satire, imd slang wt, 
lapsedl, Idling one and injuring seven na- epiouous by its absence. In Pegn-ft from 
tdve scoots. ' .. Parisr however, there'

20th qentury English.
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I Wit nit $1 nor from PREMIER BONDfling something we can understand. Sing 
some of them old songs-

Lutie—O, father, they’re chestnuts.
Plummer—My daughter, everything 

worth having in this world is a chestnut. 
Love is the original chestnut. We’ve been 
havin’ roses every June since I can re­
member. I don’t get tired of ’em. Babies 
are chestnuts, but somehow we can;t im­
prove ort ’em. Gettin’ married is a chest­
nut, but just the same I’ve tackled her 
three times and am on the lookout for 
number four.

D1GBÏ COUNTY FUIES
STILL BURKING,SERIOUSLY ILL,

Digby, May 19—The fires still continue 
in the neighboring woods and rain is much 

Some one lighted . another* fire

SL John's, Nfld., May 20—The colonial 
legislature was closed this afternoon. The 
governor, Sir Cavendish Éoyle, in the speech 
from the throne, congratulated the colony 
on the prosperity in all branches of the 
colony’s industries. Sir Robert Bond,. the 
premier, is seriously ill and was unable to he 
present at the closing of the legislature. It 
is understood in ottlcdal circles that the 
Bond-Hay treaty negotiations .will be re? 
rived next fall, prior to the reassembling of 
congress at Washington, as Premier' Bond is 
said to have received favorable communica­
tions from prominent American statesmen.

5 and lyrics in 
Savage's nCw- 

uVt begun its
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near H. T. Wame’s lumber camp, Shel­
burne Road, Sunday. It was extingmeed 
after many hours’ hard fighting. Æp

A PipefuLfl?v3fbZlug” 
Smoking '■Rbaècy j*l burn 
75 minltee. |Z Æ 

“TestV?” W Æ
Save me Æ they are 

valuable, \ f
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When the oyster . supper is announced 
Plummer says:—

“Don’t you think we’d better hurry in? 
Somebody might eat the oyster.”

“That’s a pretty good joke,” replied 
Jabez Fhiiid.Ts.

“Yes, that always was a pretty, good 
joke,” answers Plummer.

Concerning the receipt of a telegram an­
nouncing the arrival of Peggy in. this 

in country, the following dialogue takes 
place:—1

Flanders—Cap, if I had a daughter, I 
wouldn’t want her kitin’ all over crea­
tion.”

Plummer—Every man who ain’t got a 
daughter knows just how to manage 
one.

Jim Peasley, the station agent, finally 
arrives with the telegram after every­
body in Hickory Crick knows what is in 
it. He begins to talk about the contents 
before Plummer opens the message.

“Look herejJim,” says Plummer, “you’re 
not supposed 
gram.”

“I didn’t tell anyone exceptin’ my wife,” 
Peasley answers.

“You didn't need to Ml anyone else,” 
lepliee Plummer.
I “Whait are you wantin’ for, Jim,” Plum­
per asks the agent.
I “Well,” replies Peasley, “I suppose a 
mod many people will be askin’ me what 
iou’re going to do.”

| When Plummer is asked why Peggy 
rtfcmaimed in Paris, he answers:—

1 “I don’t know why she prefers Paris 
to\ Hickory Crick. I wanted to send her 
to j Galesburg for the summer term at the 
nrSrmal school, but I couldn't afford to do 
tiuVt, so I did the next best tiling—let her 

to Europe.”
But Paris ain’t Galesburg,” says Peas- 

leif-
INo, Paris ain’t Galesburg—at least so 

tiuV.v say in Paris,” replies Plummer.
‘#I’m looking for my daughter, Peggy,” 

ti 'e old man explains to the stage man­
at ;er, when he .arrives in Boston. “She’s 
a music teacher.”

“We’re not using any music around 
h< «re. This is a comic opera,”., the maiv> 

;er replies. . .'
“You’re the author of this" piecel 

jKg>u?” Fish is askéd.
“I am,” he repli*;' “but I may wish to 

oc nceal the fact later on ”
“And you’re married?”
“I am, but as a rule J. don’t go around 

bragging about it.”
•ÿosie Sadler, who has nfade a big hit 

injects some

Galileo’s first telescope wes made from 
part of a lead water pipe, in each end of 
which he cemented common spectacle 
glasses.

1, was 
s con-

A woman can say more in a sigh than a 
man can in a sermon.are' many li

An Ottawa Man’s Tragic Death.
Ottawa, Ont-, May 16—(Special)—-Allan 

Uilmour, a retired lumber man, SO years 
of age, was found dead in the attic of his 
own house in Cooper street, late this after­
noon.

Mrs. Gilmour was out for a walk, and 
when she came home, a dog that &1 
followed Mr. GiJmour, would not leave 
her alone until ihe got her to follow him 
to the attic of -the house where she found 
her husband stone dead, with a rifle by 
hie side and a bullet through his head. A 
docjtor was sent for and gave a report of 
accidental death.

Although the exact way in which Mr. 
Gilmour met his death will never be made 
clear, as no human eye saw it, still the 
theory is that he Was arranging to go 
fishing and that while he was putting 
down ibis tackle, it cam* in contact with 
his Lee-Metford ^porting rifle and ti bul­
let blew the 'top of his head off.

Although the servants were in the kit­
chen, they did not hear the shot. De­
ceased leaves a widow, but no family. 
John Gilmour, of Gilmour & Hues ton, the 
prominent lumber firm, is a brother, and 
so is David Gilmour, of Trenton.

The body will be -taken to Quebec Gity 
frotm where the family came many years

Some of Ad*’s characteristic slang cnH 
out in the second scene of the first .rH 
when- Reginald Hickey, ,the tough boy 3 
telling Montague Ftih, author of the nevi 
opera in reheansal, about a visit to h'f 
house. Hickey says: “I drills up to de 
shack, pushes the zing-zing, and out comes 
a pale gazook with a 'bunch of Virginia 
creepers in front of each listener.”

“I beg pardon,” said Pish.
“I say,” continues Hickey, “I drills up 

to do hut, touch the white bean and
guy in- Mardi-Graa makeup with 

a fire escape on each side of hie map.”
When the Hickey boy starts to make 

love to -Lily Ann , Lynch he

X Good Paint
but protects and^reserves.

Ramsay’s
ancy and durÆility -which make 
them the mos^econorodcal to use. 
Railway’s Pajpts are good Paints.

g this’paper, for 'booklet shoxvirfe 
painted >yith our paints.

, PAINT MAKERS, MONTREAL.
^std. 1S42.

only beautifies

ints have brilli-
ways :■
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to know what’s in a tele
out Wnlmus, mentio 

h6w somebeauLif 11 lgbrnes areoomea a
A. RAKlâtiVS

“Ini,
oome -eon against me and tee if it will 
make me mad. When it comes to love 
making, I’m the original town, black­
smith.”

Later Hickey says: “Mr. Fish, I don’t 
want to hurt your fedin’e, but 1 think 
this .oomic opera of 
mu-da.”

^Hfl meon^ it’s ain onion,” explaina Lily 
Ann Lynch.
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Many -of the betet linos in “Peggy” oc­
cur in the prologue, which introduce*? 
Alonzo Plummer, the village digndtaiy 
of Hickory Orick, and moet of them 
given to Plummer to flay. After hie 
daughter, Lutie, has eung “Highfalutin’ 
Muflicy” contracted at the Galesburg 
sei vafcory, the old. man obscivcs :—

Lutie, I suppose it’s the duty of a par­
ent to be proud of his offspring, but all I 
can say about this attack you’ve just had 
is that it is, perhaps,, a good deal better 
than it sounds.”

Lutie—Didn't you like that? *
, Plummer—^1 didn’t çore so awful much 

the tune and I couldn’t ketch the' 
words—but the rest of it was all right.

Lutie—I won a prize in Galesburg for 
sieging that song.

Plummer—Well, you may fool ’em in 
Galesburg, but here in Hickory Qrick we 

I paid $150 to have your 
voice gone over and sandpapered and put 
in. firoticlaee condition/’and I want you to

goj
arc

The Musician’s Choicecon-

tve hitherto scorned talking 
P^^h-and-Judy sound, J

lonor in their hj4nes. This is 
ictkm—clear,

Lovers of music who 
because of their vvheeüi 
Berliner Gram-o-phone a place 
because of its absolute jtrfection^i sound repn

linesEQUALr ive given
I’M

SpmzinÎWIN In
[Pi true and distinct.are

e£

or
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Please jnail me your book at onlas I colt I am now
having trouble, with. Yours truly. V L. jAn^V, Dayton,Texas.

As a liniqieot for family usait has no eqi^TPrice $1 : Bix 
for 86. Ask your druggist for KFÎTTIÎALL'S SPAVIN 
CURE ; also “A Treatise on the Horse." the book free,
or address Dr. fi« J. Kendall Co,, Enasburg Falls, Vt

Berliwant mutiic
witith her “Henny” 
hr ight lincti into thé bafitioon refrain. 
Sotlrue of them aire:—

‘vj'Hcnuy played with Sousa once—but 
om1 >y once.”

‘ ‘Henny’e got another sister, Jennie. 
She* ' used to walk in her sleep. But her 

hear broke her of that. She gives h^r 
oar, ^hre -before «he goes to bed.”

song,

I Gramophone*

nnojàér from obedience to Ms calls and choose others ? “Many are called 
—few are chosen,” so it is written. Unto Israel God spake by the 
prophet: “All day long have I stretched out my hand to a disobedient 
and gainsaying people.’r And Jesus wept out His lamentation 
Israel: “Oil, Jerusalem ! Jerusalem! how oft would I have gathered 
thee as a hen.gathereth her brood beneath her wing; but ye would not. 
Behold your house is left unto you desolate.” Shut not your eyes, I be­
seech you, to these teachings.

Which would be worse I cannot tell, for the sun to lose his balance 
in the heavens and rush upon this earth, consuming it in a fierce fire; 
or to withdraw into space and leave tMs earth a barren, frozen, lifeless 
thing. And which would be worse I cannot tell, for God to come with 
avenging judgment upon men and women who persist in evil to their 
own and' others’ ruin, or, weary with constant pleading and gracious be­
stowals unrecognized, to withdraw Himself and leave the soul'a blight­
ed, blasted, withered thing. Brothers, list to the voice ajjd crime, for all 
tMngs are ready and the Lord waiteth to satisfy, to heal and to

is made in Canada, so
duty on them. It is guaranteed for five years and 
here to look after that guarantee. Prices $15. to $45. Can he 
bought on the instalment plan, $i.oo cash and $2.00 per month 
for 8 months. Write for catalogue and particulars of 
payment plan.

thyrecords, you don’t have to pay
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Love's Philosophy.
ie fountains mingle with the river 
And the rivers with the ocean,

, Jhe winds of heaven mix forever 
1BWith a sweet emotion;

Nrfothing in the world is single;
All tilings by a law divine 

I n one another’s being mingle—
Why not I with thiine?

easy

2315 St. Catherine St.,
MONTREAL,

EMANUEL BLOUT, General Manager ffcCuwh.

E.
■See the mountains kiss high heaven 

'X And the waves clasp one another ; 
1N0 sister flower would be forgiven 
i If it disdained its brother;

And the sunlight clasps the earth;
And the moonbeams kiss the sea— 

What [are all these kissings worth 
It thou kiss not me?

J
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For saie iby W. H. BELL, 79 Germ aim St,, âod W. H. Thome & Co., JJbi. ^save. —By Percy Bysshe Shelley.
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