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LADYSMITH ALL RIGHT.

(ables Carried no Other News to the
Public Yesterday.

Dcparfment of Militia Has Published Details of
the Second Contingent's Constitution—Three
Alian Line Steamers Chartered.

; ministrative work of the preparation
| rests, says that offers of services are

ARTEHLLERY AND CAVALRY.

stock field battery and Newcastle field:
battery have already volunteered.

Mr. D. J. Stockford, the well-known,
horseman, who served two years with the

Northwest mounted police, has volunteer-

approving of the second contingent and
calling upon the government to call a
special session of parliament forthwith to
provide money for the mobilization and
equipment in Canada of a “still larger
force of volunteers to do garrison duty
in place of British regular troops or pﬂ'
form such other service as may be found
mest useful during the present crisis,
thereby giving expression to Canada’s
resolution to do her share in maintaining
national position.”

A PREACHER VOI VOLUNTEERS

Stanstead, Qne, Dec. 19.—Rev. J. K.
Btarr, Methodist minister, has offered his
services to the minister of militia as chap-
lain of the second contimgent.

AMERICAN CONTRIBUTIONS.
Mo,
Boston, Dec. 19.—A meting of the rep-
!::?m;txve British  residents in Boston
held this afternoon for the purpose
of organizing' for the relief of those seri-
‘ously affected by the war in South Africa.
G. Herbert Windeler occupied the ehair
and after stating the objeet of the
ing asked for an expression of opumon
‘A’ unanimity of sentiment was manifest-
éd that a fund similar to that whick has
been started in other parts of the coun-
try should be begun in New England.
The meting finaly organized under the

AN INDIAN VOLUNTEER.

S—

Ottawa, Dec. 19—One of the offers of
service for South Africa today was from
a descendant of Joseph Brant, the great
Indian warrior, who asks to be permitted
to emulat the services to great Britain of
his illustrious forefathers.

PREPARING FOR EMERGENCIES.

Lt. Col. G. W. Jones was asked last
evening if there was any word received
by him as to preparations for service in
the second Canadian contingent for South’
Afriea. He had received none, but said
the several companies of the artillery kere
were being called to meet this week to
get in readiness. .One of the compaudes
will meet tonight.

MAKING UNIFORMS.
Ha.milton, Dec. 18.—The Sanford Manu-
facturing Company have received from
the militia department a large rush order
for infantry and artillery clothing. A

¢

Ottawa, Ont., Dec 19.—The cabinet was reaching him from every portion of the

in session unul 7.30 this evening arrang-
ing details of the eontingent for South
Africa. Dr. Borden was interviewed after
the counmcil adjourned and stated that no
official announcement would be made un-
v til tomerrow, probably not before even-
ing. It has been thought advisable to have
all the arangements completed before
making any statement for publication.
Those acquainted with the responsibilities
, .of the government will see that more pro-
,,‘ gress will be made in this way than by
i g out.piece meal what it is intended
ﬁ do. In the mean time the department
of militia is not idle. The work of out-
, Qtnng and equipping one thousand men
«~ opmore is going on with all posible rapid-
‘(‘l In regard to this there will be no
2 h) Contractors for clothing have
} giyén ~ assurance to the ministers that
. ‘'whatever extra is required will be ready
% 1 good dime. The providing of suitable
g tpsnsports and having them fitted up
3 ipr horse is the ouly matter which at the
, Present moment is causing any anxiety
; and no trouble is anticipated in accom-
plishing this. H. 8. Allan, of the Allan
. _line, was here all afternoon #nd had sev-
j gral conferences with- the minister of
‘, militia upon the subject. Other steam-
‘,‘ uh:p companies have also been heard from.
As to obtaining an efficient and effec-
‘tive contingent there is no doubt. Offers
.+ for services with the Canadian forces are
%" - pouring in from all parts of Canada.
&ung efforts are being made to obtain
tions on the oontingent. Fitness to
‘perform the duties required will be the
only passport to appointment.
Although nothing official can be ob-

. tained, the is  general - that th 21—Owing to the.
% the eontingent “will comprise 1000 men. J:'g ?l:u. African war pros-
It will likely be equally divided, in re- M ‘nﬂ particularly the probable with-
gmltonmba-,bctvmmmu-ym dm ns from the
mounted infantry. Ja other words there| ., i vident E the unpreced-
will, in all probabil:ty, be* daree field bat- entoﬂ ng of French troops. to the

. teries 'mounted jolice and cavalry to West Indx a proposal is floated to aug-
Y. ‘go as rnounted infaatry.  he Kingston | ;onit “the tlsh West Indian militia

- battery may form neucleiis of ome, Que-
bec that. of another and probably O:tiwa !

. will make up the third. About one half':
of the mounted infiary wdl be taken|
from the Mounted Police.

. The talk among batta:y mer tomizkt is
"that Major Hurdman will commend the
Ottawa battery, which il ba=known as
“D” Battery and that Major Hudon will
‘command the Kingston battery which
swill be “C” battery, while Quebec will be
known as “E” battery with Major Ogilvic
.in command. A senior‘major, which in
‘this case would be Major Hurdman,would
go in command of the threo hatterics un-
til Cape Town is ccached, wben Lt. Col.
Drury, who is in Bouth®Africa, con'd take
c¢.umand .

Then, in d%gard to mount+l infantry,
Lt. Col. Evans amight command uat:
South Africo is reachad, vh2n wut. Col.
Lessard, who is now (hece ani who would
be senior officer to Evans, could assume
command. In regard .o the baktcrics the
neucleus of the Kingsion atlery would
come from “A”, that >f Quchec from
“B”, while “D’”” would come from the Ut-
tawa field battery.

Capt. Hudson, of the Chi-ag> militia,
) Canadum, formerly one of Capt. Steele’s
wouts in the Northwest rebe'lion, has
writtn Lt. Col. Bherwood telling him
shat he is anxious to go to South Africa
io fight for the Queen. He wanted to go
.to the Philippines but says he would
irather be under the queen’s colors in
,South Africa. This is bat one of many

. requests Col. Sherwood says he has 1e-
ceived. There is a tremendous feeling
among the Ottawa voluntec:s and other:,
1e says,in favor of going to the front. He
rears of it from all sides.

Major Hurdman, of the Ottawa field
battery, says: I think there will be two
or three volunteers for every one needed
in the second contingent. If Great Bri-
tain wanted 5,000 men they could easily
be obtained. Since the men will be
mounted the second contingent will be
more popular than the first.

Quite a number of ex-members of his
own corps have sent him their names.

* VOLUNTEER ORGANIZATIONS OF-
: FER THEIR SERVICES.

continent.
even gone 50 far as to announce that they
would fit out troops of cavalry, in which
the men would furnish their own horses,
if they could get the endorsation of the
Canadian government.

'says, has been
men residing in the United States.

Several parties, he says, have

A remarkable feature of these offers, he
that so many come from

MEN FROM THE WEST.

e

Winnipe&,.l)ec. 19.—All members of the

Royal Canadian Dragoons stationed here
are ready for immediate service in South
Africa and hope to be called upon. It is
understood all of the Northwest Mounted
Police are also ready. -

BOER TREACHERY.

Cape Town, Wednesday, Dec. 20.—Me-
thuen wires that he has received a rude
reply from Gen. Cronje respecting his
representnuon as to Lieut. Chandos-Pole-
QGell, saying that this officer is regarded
as a spy. Gen. Cronje also states he will
hold no further communication with Me-
thuen.

As cabled to the Associated Press on
Dec. 18, the British war office received a

despatch dated Dec. 17 from Gen. For-

restier-Walker which read:—

“Methuen reports that Lieut. Chandos-
Pole-Gell was taken prisoner last 'L'hurs-
day when going to meet a flag of truce.
He was waving his lundkerchlef in re-
sponse and was

WAR SPIRIL I IN .JAMAICA.

| forces to the fullest. possible strength, if
necenary under special conscription. 1t
is proposed to increase .Jamacia’s force
from one regiment of eight hundred to
possibly twenty-four regiments, as in 1836,
| the exigencies of the present situation be-
ing regarded as of an exceptionally grave
character.

THE PRESS ON ROBERTS’ MESSAGE.

London, Dec.- 21.—The morning papers
give prominence to Lord Roberts’ message
and most of them comment editorially
upon it. The Times says—

“In an admirable message to America
and Canada, Lord Roberts has given an
adequate and welcome expression to our
national sentiments.”

The Daily Telegraph says: “We feel
sure the message will be welcomed in both
the United States and Canada. Lord
Roherts describes, in appropriate words,
what all Englishmen feel. There is noth-
ing like adversity to test the value of our
friends and the sympathy of the United
States and the magnificent devotion of the
colonies stand out in strong contrast with
the cold carping and envy of some conti-
nental nations.”

The Standard says: ‘“The British Em-
pire is on its metal and is giving the world
a hint as to the extent of its latest re-
sources in fighting material. Nowhere is
the demonstration watched with more in-
terest and we believe with more satisfac-
tion than among our kinsmen in the Unit-
ed States, whose sympathy will be still
further aroused by Lord Roberts’ admir-
able message.”

MANY VOLUNTEERS FROM THE
WEST.

Winnipeg, Dec. 21.—There will be no
difficulty in supplying the western quota
to the second South African contingent.
Applications for enlistment are pouring in
every day. The same is reported at other
headquarters through the west.

VOLUNTEERS FROM FREDERICTON.

Fredericton, Dec.  19.—The announce-

large number of cavalry umiforms were
recently shipped by the firm and may be
used for the second contingent.
order includes 2,500 khaki duck tunics,
1,500 green rifle tumca serge jackets and
ndxng breeches. The factory will work
overtime and the order will be filled
within 10 days.

IRISH-AMERICANS WOULD AID
THE BOERS.

Lawrence, Mass., Dec. 19, —Representa
tives of the leading Irish societies met to-
night to take steps toward assisting the
Boers in their war with England. Ex-
Mayor John Breen presided and a dozen
societies were represented, ineluding three
divisions of the Ancient Order of Hiber-
nians. Councilman Edward C. Callahan

was elected secretary and C. J. Casey:

treasurer. The meeting was a secret one,
but the presiding officer said afterwards
that the societies represented would do
everything in their power to help the
Boers, not alone financially but with arms
and men if necessary. He said the move-!
ment was in sympathy with one which'
extends over the entire country. Another
meeting will be held Friday evening at
which leaders in the movement from
western citis would be present.
siding officer further said that a military
company will be formed from the preseat
Qrattan Guards and Hibernian Rifles to

be used for such purposes as the organ-’

ization may direct.

THE GOVERNOR OF NEWFOUND-
LAND OFFERS TO SERVE.

St. John’s, Dec. 19.—Governor McCal-

lum, of Newfoundland, who is a colonel!

in the Royal Engineers corps, telegraphed
the British war office after. Gen. Buller's
reverse at the Tugela river an offer to re-
sign his post and to undertake any duty
assigned him in South Africa.

As he has been actively engaged, how-
ever, in promoting the naval reserve maove- :
ment in Newfoundland, he will probably

be retained in the governorship, espec- -

ially in view of possible contingencies
that might require the colony to be .de-
fended.

Captain Timmis, of the Lyerpool regi-
ment, Governor McCallum’s private secre-
tary, has been recalled to England to join

ROUGH RIDERS CAN BE OBTAINED.

Winnipeg, Dec. 19.—Premier Haultain,
of the Northwest Territories, says: “One
thousand of the finest rough riders in the
world, trained warriors, can be raised in!
the Temtones in 24 hours, notice, horses |
and all.”

Hamilton, Dec. 19.—Many members of
the Thirteenth regiment and Fourth
Field Battery, including - Lieut.-Colonel
McLaren and several officers, have volun- !
teered for the second contingent.

TORONTO EAGER.

Toronto, Dec. 19.—Military officers here
are enthusiastic over the decision to send
a second contingent to the seat ofwar.
Col. Clarence Denison of the Governor
General’s body guard, says 65 troopers
and 9 officers from the three city squa-
drons, volunteered when the first contin-
gent organized, so most of them are still
available. Capt. Myles, of the field bat-
tery, said all officers had volunteered and
trained horses could be found without
any trouble to equip the Toronto battery
to war strength.

HALIFAX VOLUNTEERS.

Halifax, Dec. 19.—So far Col. Irving,
D. O. C., has received no official de-
spatches rcgardmg the seond contingent
or the enrolling for the same, but with-
out any call for volunteers Col. Irving
and Major Black have already had a num-
ber of applications.

Lieut. Farrell, of the €6th P. L. F., son
of Dr. E. Farrell, has with Lieuts. Ritchie
and Grant offered services for duty with
the second contingent in South Africa.

Rev. Simmonds, curate of St. Mark’s,
it is understood, will volunteer to go with
the second contingent as chaplain.

The

The pre-|

title of the “British South African Pa-
triotic Fund.” Mr. Windeler was elect-
éd president and R. E. Burnett secretary,
and Fred Warren, treasurer. Plans will
be devised for the speedy and mest effec-
tive way of raising money and to enter
into’ co-operation with the officers and
njembers “of the British patriotic and.
fraternal. societies. After the meeting
closed more than $1,000 had bem subseri-
bed. It is believed that over $100,000
c:lm easily ' be raised in New England
alone.

| CANADIANS HAVE FOUGHT.

Lieut.-Col. H. H. Mackean of the 62nd
Fugiliers, yesterday received a eablegram
from his son, Lieut. Weldon MacLean,
dated Belmont, Dec. 19, and eommmg
only the words “All nght ” Read by
a code amnged between father and son
.before the departure of the regiment for
South Africa, this means the Canadian
Regiment have hdd a brush with the en-
emy, but none of the New Brunswick and
Island Company 'have been " killed or
wounded.

GENERAL WAR SUMMARY.

London, Dec. 30, 445 a. m.—The gov-
ernment has at last consented’ to mobil-
-ize a force which general Buller is eredit-
¢d with having demanded all along as an
essential of success in South Africa,
namely, 10,000 mounted infantry. This
morning the War office issued an order
to jthe effect’ that the government had

decided to raise for South Africa a mount-
ed infantry force, to be called Imperial
Yeéomanry and to be recruited from Yeo-
manry, volunteers and civilians = posses-
sing" the requisite qualifications.  Bnlist-

mqﬂ»mll be for one year or during the
'eoathlmnce of the war. The men 'must
' be between 25 and 35 years of age and of
equal physique to the ordinary: cavalry
‘soldier. Officers and men are to provide
their own horses and to wear neutral tint
cloth shooting jackets, not necessarily
uniform, felt hats, breeches and gaiters.
All must be good riders and marksmeif

The same order invites every volunteer
regiment that is linked with a regular bat-
talion serving at the front to supply a
full ‘company which will take place of
the -mounted infantry of the regiment.
These arrangements are expected to re-
sult in'a considerable force. The enrolled
strength of the Yeomanry forces which

rigipated in the troublous period of the
'anéh revolution is now 10,433. Their
serviges have never before been called for

[ War.

The Lord Mnyor of London, Mr. Al-
{fred Newton, is raising and equipping a
forcé of 1,000 volunteers among the city
corps. The large city firms are contrib-
uting the necessary expenses.

Col. 8ir Charles Howard Vincent, com-

dant of the Queen’s Westminster Vol-
unteers, has also offered to paise a Tregi*
ment of a thousand picked marksmen.

The enthusiasm of wolknteer enlist-
 mens continues and promises to give the
government ample material.

Mr. Rudyard Kipling addressed a meet-
ing at Rottindean last evening, called for
the purpose of forming a volunteer com-
panv.

The Queen has announced her intention
of entertaing at Windsor Castle on Dez.4
26 the wives and children of soldiers
serving in South Africa who reside in the
neighborhood. Tea will be served, her
majesty probably presiding in person and
there will be a Christmas tree 25 feet high
laden with gifts.

The British second class cruiser lsia
will convey General Lord Kitchener from
Egypt to the Cape. She has been ordered
to steam at 16 knots.

Special reports regarding the fighting
at the Tugela river are still filtering
through; but all the newspapers complain
that these are severely censored, and it
is still impossible to get an accurate idea
of the battle. From the latest accounts,
however, it appears that Gen. Buller was
in personal command.

A correspondent of the Associated Press

ment that the Canadian government in-
tend sending a second contingent to
South Africa was received with great sat-
isfaction here. The fact that the contin-

Iondon, Dec. 19.—Ninety per cent. of
the members of the Honorable Artillery
'(nmpany of London, have volunteered

{or rervice in Bouth Africa. .
gent is to be made up of cavalry and ar-

Two thirds of thfe g:s :5 Coux:i “’]l“" tillery is rather disappointing to local
te(-.r‘s lcompoged g n; r:; nt": . 8O- | pilitiamen for those whose branches o
tf."”‘ have likewise tendere €I Ber- | sorvice are no longer located here and the
L chances of Fredericton being represented
- JSTRAL PIT | . | on the contingent are not as good as they
AN AU IAN HOSPITAL CORPS. were on the last occasion. Still several

. Sydney, N. 8. W.,, Dec. 19.—The gov-
., ernment of this colony has decided to
send a field hospital corps and a battery

members of the 71st have volunteered in-
cluding Surgeon-Major - Bridgey, Capt-
McLeod, Winslow and Thomas. Captain
Ca-"Penter and Lieutenant Nagle of the

» \a‘ U - o artillery to Bouth Africa in addition to R ¢ Bt
i are also anxious to go.

e the mounted contingent. A number of officers of the 8th Ht;’&
UND. LN sars have forwarded their names to the
187 AN AB ANCE OF OFKERS. brigdléie officer here for their tnm:iim;n
‘At.. T g to Ottawa.. Word has been received that

Ottawa, Bee. 19.—Lieut.-Col. Domville, g
‘ggr M. P., who is here, and who has already numbers of good men from the Wood
-offered t?d his own nq)o:::‘b'll:ﬁy to raise SRS ST
& moun! foree, would ing to ac-
company shis one as commanding officer. PACKS ln-uuol.uu Home, | pask
1‘ Lieut.-Col. Pinault deputy minister of mil- cAgps '-lng
_¥7 i .itis, upon whom a Iarge share of the ad- ! Hetes Y o"':.'i..r. 1
L & :
e -
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at Chieveley Camp says the Boers excuse
themse!ves for firing on the stretcher
bearers by asserting that two squads of
the Connaught Rangers took cover under
civilians bearers of the Red Cross andl

THE TORONTO BOARD OF TRADE.

Toronto, Dec. 19.—The council of ;he
board of trade today passed a resolution

ﬂht this fact drew the Boer fire, three
bedug: killed and several wounded.

Much anxiety is caused by the fact that
the war office has not yet received a full
list of the casualties at Tugela River.

Statements are published from Boer
sources in Brussela and Berlin that Presi-
dent Kriger is willing to conclude peace
on the basis of the status quo, but that
otherwise He will call upon the Boers in
Cape Colomy- to join in proclaiming the
independence of the €ape territories of
Great Britaint-

BRIEF ACGOUNT OF BULLER'S

hal I

Chieveley Camp, Natal, Dec. 15.—The
rellef colmnn continued its advance frem
Chieveley early tkis morning, inteading to
ascail the Boer peositions which were
thoughit to be very strong to the westward
and mnorthwest of Colenso. During the
two preeéding days the Boers had allow-
ed tBemselves to be bombarded without
condeseending to reply with a single shot.
They fuvther, gave balf 'an hour’s opening
this momming with an exchamge; when,
t- | suddenlyt. they belched out a stream of
fire from all their emtrenchments, be-
sides opeming a fearful cannonade with
all their quick-fiwers, field' and siege guns
which were posted from end to end of
their position. When tlieir presence and |
actual position had been' determined the |
British naval brigade commenced shelling |
all the ridges north of the town with mar-
vellous aecuracy. At this- time the ar-
tillery attached to General Hart’s division:
was busy among the entremchments on the:
hills, on the British left un-
der cover of which the Irish infantry bri-
gade marched out in extended order to
cross the rivez and attack. Undoubtedly
aiming at this battery, the Boers sent
several shells mear the ambulance train
which was forced to change its positien.
‘While this was occuring the field artil-
lery on the right was busy shelling the
ridges of the B#ers’ left flank, their - ex-
cellent practice attracting the attention
of the Boers who retaliated with a scath-
ing fire, almost demolishing all the guns
and st ding the g rriage and lim-
ber horses.

SERVICE FOR SOLDIERS KILLEP.

London, Dec. 19—A most impressive
memorial service was held in' St. Paul’s:
Cathedral this afternoon, in memory of
the soldiers killed in: South Africa. 'l'he
Lord Mayor, Mr. A. J. Newton, and the
city officials attended in their robes of of-
fice. The ca al was thronged, those
present including the Duke of Cambridge
and the Marquis of Lansdowne, the sec-
retary of state for war.

THE QUEEN THANKS LORD
ROBERTS.: .

London, Dec. 19.—The queen has sent
a letter to General Lord Roberts, the

newly appointed commanderin-chief of
the British forces:in: South A.ineo, sym-
pathizing with him-en the denth - of - hie
gallant son and thanking him, £or the
great patriotism he has dmphaed put-
ting aside his terrible private grief in or-
der to devote himself to the affairs of the

‘nahon.
TALKING TO SUSPICIOUS SIEAM-

, Madrid, Dec. 19.—The Spanish steamer
Ciudad De Cadiz, which has just arrived
at' Las Palmas, Canary Islands, from
Qadiz, reports that she was pumed and
overhauled last Saturday by a British
cruiser which fired guns, compelling her
to heave to, interrogated her as to her
name and route and then allowed her to
proceed. i

LORD ROBER"¢3 PREPARING TO
LEAVE

Expresses a High Regard for Canada and
Her Men.

London, Dec. 20—General Lord Roberts,
who is to have full command of the Brit-
ish troops in: South Africa, accompanied
by Lady Roberts and their two daughters,

arrived in London this morning, having
travelled from Dublin with Mr. Cham-
berlain. Their departure from Dublin was
marked by cheering crowds, but the gen-
eral made a quiet entry into London.

After going to a private hotel, he spent
about an bour at the war office in con-
sultation with the Marquis of Lansdowne,
the secretary of state for war. Then Gen.

Roberts returned to the task of pack-

ing his effects and imterviewing the offi-
cers selected for his stadff.

When “Little  Robs,” the beloved of
“Tommy Atkins,” received a representa-
tive of the Associated Press he was dress-
ed in the deepest black, in vivid contrast
with his snow white hair and moustache.
His dapper little figure was as straight as
ever but the keen eyes that have so often
scanned British victory were slightly dim-
med by the great personal sorrow that has
befallen him. But, in spite of this and
the multitude of details that claimed his
attention, (eneml Roberts willingly as-
sented to send through the Associated
Press a parting message to the American
people and gawe the following statement:

“Circumstanees mnaturally. forbid my
speaking about the campaign ahead of
me, except to say that I have entire com
fidemce in the British soldier and that I
believe the traditions of our army will be.
upheld in South Africa.

“For the friendly inerest and sympathy
‘exhibited by many Americans I am most
deeply grateful. I feel sure the justice
of our cause merits this. Though we may
be at war I can safely say that mo un-

ry harsh and no acts of in-

OMBINATION ZEFER']

NOMONEYWANTED

In order 1o introducesurgaaried Sieel Penn
we are giving away Watches, \,humk{lnp.
Brace ets, Autoharps Ailr Rifies, jack mvu.
Fountain Peus, merad Obailrs,

Rka'es, Sleds, and numerons other huu-unl
womlu-nl.

LADIES, BOYS a-d GIRLY, rend va your
full name and address and we ‘wiil mail yon
(18) picka, @¢ of our assorted ates! pens ‘0 sell
emong ‘our neighbure and lnudo aL Wo. per |
x.ci-‘u Whern sold repuit us amount dus,

1.80, xnd wowm !gﬂurd preminm you seiest
rom OUr MAam’: Ol mvikl we mall
with gloda. fend today

PR AL ]

bumanity will mar the fair name of this
branch of the Anglo-Saxon race. I can:
not to¢ warmly express my admiration of
‘the spirit which prevails in our colomies.

§The action of Canada will always be a

glorious page in the history of the soms
f the empire. I look for great things
the men she has sent and is sending
the front.
“The zmeporis which indicate that dis-
y exists in the Irish regiments are
tely untrue. In the hour of danger
countrymen have ever beem among the
fizst to Jay down their lives for their
and eoumiry and, whether it be

fhe Boers or men of any other
e Irish soldier will be found
queen and brave in battle.

“You umt deny theae reports of Irish
disloyally too stromgly.”

The Asseciated Press renmmutive

ii.

sl Tl el

learned that General R °berts entartains
2 great friendship for Gen 'eral Kitehener,
though they have never sa "ved together,
and that eombination of gen, €Talship cre-
ates the greatest satisfaction @ Military
circles. As one eofficer of Genera berts”
staff said:—

[ 11 Teally makes life wortk Kvim~ once
again.

WAK BumMmAan X.
Lendon Dee. 21, 4.45 a. n.—The snnt’.

SOULTH AFRIUAN

of the military mituation is again becom=
ing accentuated in the public mind, owing’
to the cemplete absenee of news. Noth-
ing hab been heerd from Lord Methuem.
since Sunday and it is feared that his com-
munications have been cut. If this be so,
his position is dnnerol.-.

A correspondent of the Daily Times

telegraphing. from Modder River last Sctr
mday says:—

*“‘The Boer position already inmmbw
o December 11, has since been greatly”
ntrvngthennd exeendmg for an awea of 12
milks. It is entrenched according: to ther
mogt modem methods throughout its en-
tire length; wire fences have been placed:-
befoie all the trenches at every point;.
guns have been got imte pesition, and
there is every evidence that the Boersare
 well smupplied with ammunition. Only a
- poweri'ul attacking forese can hope to—
nake a. successful assault.”

- The 'Times in an article from the pems
of a mi hta.ry expert, lamenta the disper—
sion of the British forces, guotes ther
maxim af Napeleon in favar of concentra-
tion andl regrete that Lord Methuen dids
not retire: to Orange river a week. ago:

The lat est. despatches reciver seem tor
show that the Buitish forces are standing:
on the defensive at all points..
Bueller is orderimg. the t®oops now arriv—
ing at Cape Town to proceed to Durban:
to reinforce: the Natal columm. Absencer
of mews frqm him has led %ov'a surmises-
that he is {rying %o join Gen. White by
a flank mov ement. The' appeals for yeo+
manry and 1\’olunteers- are being: respond- -
ed to with ta‘le greatest enthusiasm in alk

o

| parts of the ¢ ountry. Lord Wolseley pro— -

poses that thie force: being raised: by the-
Lord Mayor o’ Londen be calledrthe “City- -

of London Awperial Volunteers.”” The*
gaovernment exprects tlie total off yeomanry—
and volunteers to reeeh:8,000. Bisron Ches-—- -
ham will comm and,. with Lord’ Lonadalo-'
as adjutant geqeral.

The papers aje now generally jpining m‘u
free eriticiem of' the:government and the «~-
war ‘office, as by: day fresh proofs of =
unpreparedness |ceme: to light. Bpecial
strese is Jaid upon therfiilure: to: provideres
proper tramsportie which compels: the: <~
eolumn  ‘to stick ' tighit to railways- and*
npon the mfcnonty ofi the British® artills =

Tbo Australian doh-au resgonding -
. eagerly to the WM ap- =
peth for' second ¢ontingents. i

It is reported th&':th:«een will’ab&n-
dom her proposed visit: hnltaly in:oonse-
qumo of the wlr

ST. JOHN ARTILLERY‘VOLm~

No. 1 Co;, 3rd “N.. ucuh,
adian’ arhllery met at. e Mh&
eveting and a number of regruits ’,
taken in to bring the company “Dm
increased' establishment. A
berofmenmgnedapapenﬁﬂlfymstbexr
desire to join the 2nd contingent: umder
Capt. ‘Beverley Armstrong:: The company
decided to send a rememitance to: each
of the company who went:en the lstcon-
tingent in -the shape of ‘a:fountain pen:
inscribed with their namés* -

OFFICER = FROM FREDERIOTON.

Fredericton, Dec. 20—-Capt. Carpenter; .
of the R. C. R. I, left for Ottawa: this.
afternoon on official. business. It is-re-
ported that he will be an oﬁeet of the:. »

new contingent.

WOODSTOCK FIELD» B‘ATTERY.

Woodstock Dec. 20—As there.is .a ppssi-. -
bility of the Woodstock Field Battery
having to contribute its quato to the see-.
ond Canadian contingent the officers. of =™
the battery say that they will have no dif
ficulty in getting all the men required.’
Applications have been coming in frem ., ™
men who have taken coumses at the gun
nery school.

TORONTOQ. VOLUNTEERS. r

Toronto, Dec. 20.—Cel.. Mead, of- the ww
Toronto Field battery, has caldd for —~»
volunteers and over thirty men of bat- e
tery will be ready om shortes» notice. .
Toronto is now ready to furnissi the 74
dragoons (regulars) 63' men of the Gov-- =
ernor Generals Body @uard and’30 artillevs .

- Aty ?

num-

L4

Lo

erymen besides officers. i,:- i
PROTESB AGAINST A FLOUR....

SEIZURE.

New York, Dec. 20.—A protest was. sentd
to \Vashngton today from a member of* -
the Produce BExchange, against the seiz-
ure by the Britisit of a large amount ofT%"
flour seat to South Africa. The flsur wases
seized at Delagoa Bay and sent -teo East....
London, it being suspectes that it wases
for the Boers. &

HORSE AND ARTILLERY. o4
Mounnted Infantry and Three Batteriess
of I'ield Guns. .

Ottawa, Dec. 20.—1he compagition oz
the second Canadian contingenf to joiny
the British forces in South Afrea is no
' longer a matter of speculaion. When the
' minister of militia left the privy couaeil
room, where the cobinet had been sitting,
at 5 o’clock this afternoon, he was imter-
viewed by your correspondent on the
matter. Although there is mot mueh to
add to what has already Decn ewtlisted in
this correspondence, the statement ¢f Dr.
Borden will satisfy the public mind #a the -
whole subject and in that regard witl be
weleomed and read with interest.

“In the first place,” said the msinisterr--
of militia. “I may say that the expressions
‘trained men’ was used in the eable re-
ceived from the War office, and in re~

[Continued on Page &) -
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