
HISTORICAL SKETCH.-
The Presbyterian College, Halifax, claims 

atecl at a uate earlier than that of 
theological college in Canada, 
in 1820,

to have origin- 
any other Presbyterian 

, ,, „ Its oldest branch was founded
When the Synod of the Presbyterian Church of Nova 

.Scotm, being compelled to train „ native ministry, appointed 
Dr. Thoma, McOuHoch their first professor of thedo^o The 
P.cton Academy had been in operation for several 
previously, and from it a number of 
the Hall.

years
nr, young men had entered
When they completed their theological studies thev 

nete licensed and thus became the first fruit?of the Church?

where thev ' '"‘l l'hr<'° of tllese licentiates visited Scotland
here they preached w,th much acceptance, and where before

her return they received the degree of Master of Aits frem
JscZ TtP ;',1ST U,niVmity' In thi“ to-Me theologi- 
c.,1 school at Pictou other bands of young men were trained
- sent out into the field. But advLe fays oveZk P^tot

,S3‘ "'-V' “d ,ta efflci™cy became seriously impaired. In
laboured'tmf d°C inCame *° tiall,ousie where he
laboured till Ins death m 1841. Altogether apart from his
onnection with Dalhousie College, during this time he con-

Ke”tnd 21“ thC Syn0d’s theol°Siral professor. Professors
Ha l W "'ere aI,rmtei1 t0 carry <™ the work of the 
Hall, but young men who desired to study theology had no
opportunity to receive an arts course, as the doom of Dalhousie
M been closed and as the standard of teaching in Pictou
Academy was not sufficiently high. The Church therefore
n 1848 opened a seminary at the West River of Pictou and

department^ ‘° ^the classical a”d Philosophical
epartment, assigning to Professors Keir and Smith the
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