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thod of discussion, as hon. gentlemen on the
other side of the House consider these things,
to make false and Irrelevant statements
about any subject matter that may come up
for discussion ; but I am surprised that the
gentlemen compesing the minority of the
commlittee of investigation, should in their
report, drag these matters in. Baut, to that, 1
will refer later on. The people who compos-
ed this Drummond County Railway Com-
pany were dragged before the House and
placed before the country as being dishon-
ourable men in trying to dispose of this road.
Let us see if they are. I would refer hon.
gentlemen opposite to the hon. member for
Compton (Mr. Pope), and there is no gentle-
man, on that side of the House, for whose
opinion I have greater respect. I do not say
that because, on this guestion, he had the
manhood to stand up and say what he did in
a fair way. He is a gentleman who knows
more about this matter than any gentleman
on the other side of the House, and perhaps
more than any hon, gentleman on this side
of the House. What does he say about these
men, and I will direct the attention of hon.
gentlemen opposite to the evidence as given
at page 141 of the report, and t¢ hils speech,
as reported in * Hamsard,” page 4312 in
1897. Let us see what the hon. member for
Compton says about these pecople composing
the Drummond County Rallway Company
who were boodling 2nd buying up news-
papers and prostituting Cabinet Ministers,
and all that sort of thing :

I heard some remarkes made also with regard
to the gentiemen who are connected with the
Drummond County Railway. I heard very serlous
reflecticns cast upon them, and perhaps it is
only natural, in a hot contest. as this promizes
to be, that such remarks should be made, but
being personaliy acquainted with them for years,
I must bear testimony to the hgnour arnd up-
rightness of the gentlemen associated with that
rcad. I have known them for yesrs, and have
rnever krown anything dishonourable against
ttem or any institution with which they are con-
nected. Tt is stated that they are going to make
money. Weli, suppose they do make money. I
am bound to say that they would be a pack of
fools if they invested their money in that voad.
and it they pledged their credit to the extent I
know they did, motwiihstanding what is said to
the contrary in this House, to acquire sufficient
funds to carry the road out to satisfactory com-
pletion, without expecting a falr romuneration for
their enterprise. Out of this trazsaction I do not
believe—it may be a weakness of mine not tc be
a believer—-that the amoun: of money these gen-
tlemen are golng to recelve will be, after every-
thing is paid, more than & falr recompense.

That is what Mr. Pope sald. I need not go
any further as io the standing of these peo-
ple, but I will refer particularly to the ar-
rangements and dealings with the Drum-
mong County people. If hon. gentlemen will
turn to page 16 they will 8néd what deslings
the bhon. Minister of Railways and Canals
had with these Drummeond Coeounty people,
and when he had them. It is insincated that
the whole matter of the aecquiring of the
Drummond County Rallway by the Govern-

ment was instituted, initlated and suggested
by the Drummond County Railway people
in secrecy to some Minister of the present
Government. This Is what the hon. Minister
of Railways and Canals says on that point :

The arrangement with the Grand Trunk Rail-
way Company was, as ycu know, closed on the
basis of $140,000, and that contract was not ap-
proved by Parliament. The arrangement was
made with the Drummond County Railway Com-
pany on the basis of $70,000 a year rental. We
estimated that the road completed as we wouid
require it to Chaudiére would be worth $1,600,0600
at least. Interest on that at 4 per cent would be
equal to 364,000, and the $6,000 at the Chaudidre
end made the $70,0600. The contract we made
with the Drummond Ceunty Railway Company,
as the papers will show (the papers have been
before Pariiament ; I can produce another copy
if you wish it) was to build and complete from
Moose Park to Chaudiedre, in round figures a dis-
tance of 43 miles, up to the standard of the In-
tercolonial Raliway.

Q. What is the length ?—A. 42-60 or 70 miles,
or, in round figures, 43 miles. We required them
to lay that portion of the line with ralls weigh-
ing not less than 70 lbs. to the lineal yard. And
we required that they should reduce certain
grades and make certain improvementis on the old
part of the line. Aijl that was stipulated in their
contract. A vote was passed authorizing & sub-
sidy to be given to the Drum™ond County Rall-
way in aid of these 43 miles. They entered into
a contract with the Government under the Sub-
sidy Act, and went on to construct their line,
and it was during that construction that Mr.
Kingsford was superintending or inspecting on
behalf of the Government. They prosecuted the
work quite vigorously, but they were .unable to
complete it to our satisfaction ; in fact, they had
not yet completed it entirely, up to the date
when we took the road inte our hands or over
from them temporarily, and began to run it on
the ist of March. The work whickh they were
required to do was heavy, I presume ; at all
events, although they worked very vigorously
and energetically at it, time did not permit of
their completing it entirely to our satisfactlon.

Showing that the hon. Minister of Rallways
and Canals took every precaution to watch
tbese people and was most exacting in re-
gard to the work which they were under-
taking. At page 19:

Q. You have all the gquantities under the con-
tract in the depariment. They are filed in the
department, I suppose, and Mr. Kingsford’s re-
port 7—A. Well, I think it is likely we have all
that, but I do not know whether it woula convey
an accurate idea of the actual cost. In connec-
tion with this temporary contract with the Drum-
mond County Railway, and before entering into
it, we came tc an arrangement with the Drum-
mond County whereby we have the option from
them, whenever Parliament shouid so authorize
us, to purchase for cash the Drummond County
line for its entire length from Ste. Rosslis to
Chaudieére at the valuaticn which we originglly
put upon it, and the cost at which it iz calculated
by the railway, $1,600,000. A good dezi has been
said about our having made an arrangement for
a rental which was exceasive, and which, capital~
ized, represented two or three millions of money.
We kpew weill the Drummond County could not
negotiate their line on &ny such basis az the
couniry could borrow mouney, &nd we took for
granted that it represented toc them §1,600,080.



