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Get Out and Vote! -

. Nothing 'should prevent the electors of the city
from casting their ballots today. If they bave any
grievances it is because they have not taken sufficient
interest in the elections of the past.
a grievance today should go and ventilate it at the
polls. That is where he counts. Tomorrow he will
be too late and must wait another year. It he is
short of coal, or if his children are not getting on at

__sehool, or if he has to hafig on a strap ‘every night

. and morning, or if his taxes are not equitable, today.

' 1.Ald, McBride will make a strong

B

. abundance, but fhey do not remedy the

A

i the day that he can talk about these things with
effect. :

He should know who has been responsible for
what he has suffered, and he should know who is
most likely to remedy his grievance. Then he should

[

There should be fair play to all the candidates
fn the election. We have not adversely criticized
those whom we are not prepared to support, because
we believe a man’s Tecord is usually sufficient. We
have not made false aggertions about candidates, as
for example that Controller Cameron was against pub-
e ownership, or that Ald. Maguire was against taking
over the street railway, when the contrary was the
case,

_It is "better, we believe, for the electors to. vote
for the men they know, than blindly to accept the
slates that are submitted by one authority or another.
A vote on personal knowledge carries moral weight.
The other kind may provide a city council, but the
kind we have had in the past have been capable of
jmprovement. :

it is scarcely to be doubted that Mayor Church
will be returned once more by today’s vote.  So, we
hink, should Controller O'Neill. Ald. Robbins, as
‘representing labor, has great claims on the citizens.
For the sake of having a younger element on the
“thoard of control we have selected Ald. MacGPegor, and
*Ald. Archibald, but undoubtedly Ald. Maguire and ex:
run. : -

-

Coal and Frost.
As we foresaw last April the coal problem is now
beginning to be recognized as the most serious which
we have to face. All year long we have insisted on
the necessity of providing for a situation which the
experience of last winter mmade palpable. It was so
obvious that it might have seemed unnecessary to call

b

attention to it. Warnings qnd advice seem to have :

made little impression, and in the midst of one of the
severest seasons of many years the coal shortage is
exceedingly grave,

Excuses and explanations are' to be had in
situation.
That'was foreseen, but was not provided against. We
have before us at least two months of extreme winter
weatber. This period may easily be doubled. The
disiress resulting from cold weather and lack of fuel
{8 u'-108t the worst form of human misery. The city
tried to get authority to have a coal yard, and ~the
government permitted the legislature to block the
measure. The g¢vernment should assume its respon-
gibility for that act now, and do something effective
towards relicving the distress.

The German Bluff.

Germany’s appeals for peace arise out of a very
peal need. She is short of men and she is short of
food. She i short also) of military material. \ Her
brave front to the simple Russians s a bluff, £nd
the proposals which the Germans wish to have laia
before the other allies indicate the depth of thejr
‘need. But the old Adam is, still strong in Germany,
and in her eagerness for peace she does not lose sight
of possible advantages. .

Mr. G. Stanley Sldg'wick has been calculating the
ptrength of the Germéan army, which he put recently,
all told, at 4,500,000, and these included every male
between 17 and 60. The class of 1920 has been
called out, while the French have not yet called the
class of 1918.
her normal drafts. Her mass drives on the Russians,
the French, the British have brought depletion of
their ranks, not victory.

Mr. Sidgwick thinks that at the end of two
years the Germans would not have 1,000,000 men in
the field. Hence it is that they have been so com-
‘placent to the Bolsheviki, and so anxious to make a
peace which would release their men imprisoned
there and make available for labor purposes the re-
sources of the Russian peasantry.

The drive on Italy was carried out by 100,000

men, asserts Mr. Sidgwick, and was successful only
on account of socialistic panic and treachery in the
+Italian ranks. The French attack yesterday showea
that the Teutonic forces have not great  resisting
power. The British are able to exert jthe initiative
whenever they please in France or Flanders.
: When the German collapse comes as it surely
must, peace will not come dropping slow, but with
rush, like a spring shower. It is on the cards tha.
the allies will call the German peace bluff one of these
days with a statement which the German people ana
the German Government must discuss together.

The Labor Party in Canada.

The Ottawa Citizen, tho loyally supporting Union
government, is an independent paper, sometimes sus-
pected of a leaning toward Socialism. It regrets that
the Labor party, thru mistaken guidance, as it thinks,
failed to make a better showing at the recent elec-
tion, and says:

Labor has apparently failed to elect even
one single independent representative to the
house of commons. It is not in.the best in-
terests of Canada that the organized workers
secm to be unable to express themselves thru po-

i u&jcal action, Wwhen alnost every other civilized

eral election. '

‘ment and its support to

Any man with'

‘state has a well organized Labor movement, and
when the pioneer land of parliamentary govern,

ment, Greal Britain, is contemplating the pros- i

pect of a Labor government after the next gen-

The Citizen finds th"o'uu'nré of thdLabor* party in
Canada at the last election to be due to the quasi
alliance that seemed to exist between some of its offi-

| clal Labor leaders and the supporters of Sir Wilfrid

Laurier. Had the Labor party as an organization
given its adhesion to the principle of Union govern-

the compulsory Military Ser-
vice Act, The Citizen believes that it would have com-
manded the support of the Canadian workingman. As

1ot was,aﬁ the great majority of the men who toil, sup-

ported the Union government candidates. :
" "'This may explain the result of the last election,
but does it explain the comparatively poor showing
uiade by tue Labor party in other campaigns? Why,

“for example, have Labor candidates as a rule made

g0 poor a showing in the various elections that have
been held from time to time for years past in the
City of Toronto? A Why was the. Labor candidate badly
beaten a few years ago at a by-election in London?
Why have we no Labor party in Canada comparable
wita the Labor party in Australia or Great »Britgin'(

Possibly to understand this we must study the
political conditions that have prevailed on this con-
tinent rather than thosq Wwhich have prevailed in
Europe or Australia. The Labor party in the United
Stutes has been little more successful than the Labor
party in Canada. In both countries the men who toil

bave divided at ome election after another on ola}

party lines. =
One reason perhaps is to be found in the small

progress made on this continent by * co-operative
movements of every kind. A second reason may be
found in the overwhelming influence wielded in party
politics 1n the past by the great corporations. A third
roason may be found in the fact that nearly every
general election is in the nature of a plebiscite, where
you vote “yes” or “no” on some particular issue. The
man who favored conscription in 1917 had no choice
tut to vote for the Union government candidate; to
voie for a Labor candidate was simply to throw his
ballot d¢way. In 1911 the man who wanted to defeat
reciprocity had no choice but to support the Con-
gervative party. In the United States many of the
preside: tial ' elections ‘have turned on a single ilsue
like the free silver question which no man coula
straddle o1 ‘disregard; he either had to be for the gold
standard or against it. If he were for the gold stan-
dard he had no choice' but to support the Republican
candidate, no matter how anxious he might be to en-
courage the Labor party.

Possibly Union government will give the Labor
movement 8 better chance. Puhlic ownership will do
more -than anything else to bring it success. The
abolition of the patronage system and the campaign
fund should greatly help independents in every elec-
tion, Proportidnal representation and more adequate
representation for ¢ity constituencies would also help.
The 500,000 people living in the City of Toronto have
little more voice in the government of this country
than the 90,000 living in the Province of Prince Ed-
ward Ieland. More city seats would help the Labor
party, but proportional representation weuld help it
still-more,

Reverting to the differénce in conditions between
the old world. and the new ‘it must be remeémbered
that many: men returned to parliament ,n Canada
may not be members of the Labor party, but may
fairly be. considered representative of Labor. They
are men who have risen from the ranks; have known
in the!r time chill penury, and done much hard man-
ual labor. In Great Britain, on the other hand, until
the extension of the franchise and the advent of the
Labor party, the membership of the national legisla-
ture was largely recruited from landed proprietors,
voiversity graduates, scions of nobility and members
of the learned professions. The Labor -candidate,
when he appeared in the mother country, represented
laboring men and made a peculiar appeal to them
when oppesing a titled banker, a distinguished law-
yer or the cadet of some aristocratic family. Here
in Canada the Labor candidate can seldom make a
similar appeal. The candidates of the old parties
may be well-to-do men in the community, but they are
often self-made men who have served their appren-
ticeship at the forge, the carpenter’s table, the shoe-
maker’s bench, or in the machine shop; and may have
put in more years of hard manual labor than the
Labor candidate.

Other People’s Opinions

Thus Germany is four years ahead or|

A Labor P;rty Needed.

Editor World: Mr. W. J. Hastie hits the nail fair on
the head when he gays: “What we need in Candda is &
Labor party,” as the two old parties are beyond redemp-
tion—never were the working men so sick and tired of
that farce calied politics.” The working people of this
generation are paying a big price for a lesson for which

they will receive a good profit for their children. Capital |,

and Labor cannot be classed separately In future, for,
what is capital? But labor!” Put all the capital.sts with
their gold on an island and the jabor on another and re-
turn after a few years and see the results. The last
election result is not to be taken seriously. I know for
a fact that 90 per cent. of the working men in Toronto
were tied by family reasons for not voting one way or
another. There should never have been an election until
the war was over, and then the Liberal and Conservative
grafters and chin wage will be surprised. G. Vincent.
42 Lewis street. i

Roads a War Necessity.

We do not urge the extravagant outlay of money
at this time for joy-riding thorofares, but highways
are a war necessity and because of existing conditions
immediate attention should be given them. Engiand has
appreciated th§ value of highways in war time. Her ap-
propriations this year for 'the purpose are greater than
ever before. The first step should be the determination
of what highways could be used as substitutes for short
railroad hauls, thereby releasing rolling stock for other
service. Such work as is already under way should be
f:ormpleted. and Iif we are to profit by England’'s exper-
ience new projects of highway'development that will re-
lieve the food situation should be put under way at once.
—New York Evening Sun. ;

Not Much In It.

An old South Carolina darky was sent to the Hospital
of St. Xavier in Charleston. . One of the gentle, black-
robed sisters put a thermometer in his mouth to take his
;empe;ﬂ:ture. Presently, when the doctor made his rounds,

e Said: i’

“Well, Nathan, how do you feel?”

“I feel right tol’ble, boss.”

“Have you had any nourishment?”

“Yassir.”

“What did you have?”
“A lady done gimme a piece of glass ter suck, boss.”

P o

‘the  balance sheet.

‘by or in connection with the rail-

sion will undoubtedly be appealed”to
the governor-general-in-council, but
the government in the meantime will
be urged to take possession of all the
roads and prepare for their national-
ization. The railway commission chose
an unlucky day for handing out their
judgment, for it so happens that on

proclamation bringing all the United
:States roads into the possession and
under the control of the national gov-
ernment. Those who protest against
the rige -in freights are therefore.
ready with an alternative policy.
They point to Washington. -

P

Premier Norris of Manitoba has
wiredl an emphatic protest to Ottawa.
He denies the right of the Dominion
Railway Commission to virtually
override the contract between the
Province of and the Cana-
dian Northern Railway Company.
That agreement guaranteed - c¢ertain
freight rates to the shippers of Mani-
toba, and by the decision in the Re-
gina rates case these rates were ex-
tended to the entire prairie - west.
Neither does Premier Norris see why
the Canadian Pacific, wnhose coffers
are bursting with an unwieldy sur-
plus, should increase their toll of tax-
ation upon the traffic of the country.
He talks about an appeal to the Su-
preme Court of Canada, which can
only be allowed by the chairman of
the railway commission, as no juris-
dictional point is involved, and also of
an appeal to the governor-general-in-
council. He is on firmer " ground,
however, when he appeals to . the
government, not as a judicial tribunal
but as an executive, to take immediate
a.cltion. i g0 ¥

n an interview given at Winnipe,
yesterday Mr. Norris said: G

“The rallway situation in Can-
ada seems to have reached ¢ stage
where drastic measures are re-
quired. I am impressed by the
wisdom of the course followed by
the Governments of Great Burit-
ain and the United States in tak-
ing over all their roads for the
period of the war. The time may
come very soon when that remedy
will be adopted in this country.” «

Meanwhile the November state-
ment of the Canadian Pacific Railway
shows that the gross earnings of that
company have smashed all records by
crosging ' the  fifteen-million-dol
mark. Operating expenses have umn-
doubtedly been steadily increasing,
and have now reached the ahnormally
high ratio of 65.4 per cent. of the gross
earnings. Yet the C. P. can still
pay a 10 per cent. dividend and carry
forward a good surplus every year.
The wvalue of its western lands must
have doubled since the war com-
menced, but that does not appear on

.

The railway magnates are not
agreemernt as to how much the re-
(t:}elnil: r:ﬂ;ﬂwuyf rate increase will cost

e pe eoijnda.. D. ,B. Hanna,
vice-president and“geheral manager of
the Canadiafn Nprtherm, reckons that
the earnings of the roads will be in-
creased by $23,000,000' per year, but
Vice-President ‘Dailrymple of the

is entirely too high.

- President Wilson’s proclamation not
only takes over .all the railways, but
all terminals, sleeping and parlor
cars, private cars and private car
lines, elevators owned or controlled
by the railways, and coastwise or in-
land water transport lines -operated

ways. Radial railways and even in-
traurban street railway systems may
be taken over in whéle or in part
later on should the president deem it
expedient. 'The presidént, by the way,
rests his proclamation upon the direc-
tion of congress .,n declaring war on
Germany; that he shall employ not
only the land and naval es of the
United States but all the résources of
the country as need2d for the efficient
prosecution of the war.

The Winnipeg Telegram says:

Compilete nationalization of Ca-
nadian railway systems for the
duration of the war is likely to be
urged upon Ottawa by Winnipeg
business mén as an aliternative
\fpr the 15 per cent. increase in
freight rates granted by the rail-
way commission and announced
yesterday.

It is stated today that the Win-
“nipeg board . of trade, the live

“ stock interests, lumber companies

and grain men are preparing to
offer vigorous representations to
the government in opposition to
the increase.

Members of the board of trade
declare tihat the policy of ‘cash
subsidies to compenies actually
requiring them is vastly prefer-
able fromt the public standpoint to
a. ganeral boost in all rates. This
suggestion was made to the raijl-
way. commission, but it involved a
matter beyond the board’s juris-
diction ‘and could not be consider-
ed at all

A. E. Boyle, secretary of the
board, stated today that no devel-
opmenits of general interest have
yet occurred as a result of the re-
presentations made :at Ottawa by
the shippers’ section of the bpard.
A telegram was received an-
nouncing that in the absence of
Hon, N. W. Rowell' the board’s
message had been handed to Hon.
Avthur Meighen. The board is

of the government. If it is will-

ing, detailed representations

showing the alleged unfairnessof
the increase will be taken to the -
céapital in an effort to have the
cabinet overrule the decision of
the railway commissioners.

Along with alternatives for the
general rate advance, Wi nnipeg
interests will ask the government
to sericusly consider the advisahi-
lity of ihe government taking
cver all raflways as a wWar measure
on terms similar to those arranged
in the United States.

The Manitoba Free Press has an
interesting editorial on the radway
question, a considerable portion of
which was telegraphed east. We quote
an additional paragraph which views
the rates increasse from a new angle:

“In the United States an appli-
cation for a. 15 per cent. increase

in

Grand Trunk lines says this estimate |’

now waiting to. learn the- attitnde. | ..
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T JACK CANUCK MAKES SOME NEW YE/

that day President Wilson issued his|.

the state, and will pay them with
cheerfulness.” {

long been pending before the In-
terstate Commerce Commission.
Deciston has mnot been rendered;
and in the interval the United
States Government has dealt
drastically with the railway prob-
lem. Beginning today the govern-
ment  takes over all the railroad
systems in the Unmited States, and
will operate them as a unit while
the country is at war. The gov-
ernment becomes responsible to
the ders of each com-
pany for certain fixed payments In
the form of dividends; and sub-
ject to these charges the com-:
bined revenues of the roads go.
into the public treasury. If, now,
,the "Interstate Commerce
mission’ orders an increase in the
freight .and _passenger rates the
United States public, will regard
the new impost as war taxes for

N

e
The Monetary Times gives promi-]
nence to the deliverance of a Port
Arthur man that the solution of the
transportation problem of Canada is
to be found in the comstruction of the
Georgian Bay Canal. This looks to
us like a stall or a side-step. We
beliéve the solution of the ' trans-
on problem is to be found in|
the immeédiate nationalization of all
| the raflways of Canada. >

MISTAKE IN ADDRESS.

e

Thru an error in giving out an ad-|
| dress, Elizabeth Wilson was reported
as living at 1240 Shaw street. is
is not the case. Mrs, Wilson never |
lived at this address. The World re-
grets  this mistake, ;
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" clients selected SMITH, DENNE & MOORE,
Limited, as their Advertising Agents.

We are proud to serve such representative Canadian,
United States and British firms and promise them
the same conscientious and thorough seivice that has
earned the appreciation of other clients who bolld\p

in advertising as a selling force and who desire to obtain
the utmost from their advertising expenditure, g

/

DOUBLEDAY, PAGE & 0O,

The World’s Work
Garden City, N.Y."
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CLUETT, PEABODY & CO., Ine.

Arrow Collars and Shirts.
Troy, N.Y., and Muntreal.

TUCKETT TOBACCO GO, Ltd.

Cigars, Tobaceo, Cigarettes
Hamilton, Ont.

REIN-DRIVE TRACTORS, Ltd.

The Rein-Drive Tractor -
Toronto, Ont. *

ETL DU PONT DE NEMOURS & CO.
Fabrikoid and other products
Wilmington, Del, and Toronto, Ont.

BENJAMIN ELECTRIC MFG. CO,

Electrical and Auto Accessories
Toronto, Ont, ’

THE LITERARY DIGEST

. THE HURLBUT CO., Ltd.
New York, N.Y.

The Hurlbut Cushion Sole Shoe

iy Preston, Ont. ;
THOS, J. LIPTON

Lipton’s Teas

THE OANADIAN
'l‘orqnto and London

METROPOLITAN NEWSPAPERS

FRERES PHONOGRAPH CO.

THE PATHE
’ The Pathephone

We go anywhere at our expense to
talk with the man who has the
“say”’ and we will g'adly send our
1918 booklet on request.

y

SmitH, DENNE & MOooRE, Limited

';jGenera'l Advertising Agents /

LUMSDEN BUILDING
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LONDON, ENG. ' . :

DURING the year 1917 the following new

Y

in freight and passenger rates has
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