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autonomy. This final stage is, moreover, associated with a more
extended power of self-government and a freedom of consti-
ution makmg and revision not possessed by the colonies under
tne simpler provincial form.

The history of the several Australian colonies, well illustrates
the process of transition from autocracy to autonomy. Not aJ
the colonies passed through each of the successive stages of this
political evolution, but they each and all in a shorter or longer
period of constitutional fruition exemplified the rapid develop-
ment of liberal principles of government into a full measureTf
colonial independence and of democratic administration.

The first constitution of Australia, in accordance with the
precedent of the Quebec Act. was statutory in character.' The
practice had been quite otherwise in the establishment of the
early American colonies, the erection of which had been lookedupon as a prerogative of the sovereign, and which in conse-
quence obtained their constitutions, either in the form of royal
charters, or by proclamations of the Crown.' But the triumph
of Whig principles at the English revolution, effected a change

Henc^f 'TT "" '^" f"""^' '"^ '^' ^"^'^h parliament.
Henceforth by virtue of their constitutional sovereignty, theHouses at Westminster assumed and exercised a legislative, and.h ough the Colonial Office, an administrative supervision ove
colonial affairs. On its legislative side, this parliamentary pre-eminence was displayed in the formation of colonial constitu-
tions, by imperial enactment; on its administrative side, we

1.?% ^T^^T'*'' '" '"ix^'-tance and responsibility of the
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^"''"'- ^" '"^^ ^"^*-''- consthutionshave had a similar origin; they are either ^irectly or indirectly

the product of imperial legislation, enacted by parliament eitheron
1 own initiative or at the instance of the colonies themselves-

Whatever may be the claim of these instruments of governmentto popular support and obedience, by reason of their local, con-
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to an act of the British parliament.
The history of Australia would seem to lend some weight

e.g.. The Commonwealth Act of i» ustralia.
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