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Comervalion and Ttehnieal Education

MOB ttieif n not an executire or adminiitnitive body
with power to deal with the natui«l refources themael et.

The authority of its recommendations rests upon and
rises from their merits. It has no legal power to say
*'Thou shalt" or "Thou shalt not." Ito findings will

carry weight from their intrinsic worth. Parliament or
Legislatures can regulate by legislation the control of
waterpowers, and the terms and conditions to govern
tiM use of forests and fisheries. It is immensely more
difficult to accomplish much by legislation in the case of
eonserving the fertility of lands and preventing the in-

trusion of weeds. The ownership and control of the
lands are in the hands of multitudes of individuals act-

ing singly and independently. Because it is difficult it

is all the more needful that the task should be under-
taken with care and energy. To some extent regulation

hy law can prevent waste and d-image. But no parlia-

ment has yet been able to legislate ability into citizens

for the wise use of what they have cons«r>vd. Con-
servation does not mean keeping out of use. The
otmservation of seed grain is putting it on the best field

•ver as wide an area as possible. That applies to forestiy

also. I have no sympathy with the people who would
reserve the forests for our descendants; if only that,

you multiply the risks of fire and insects. Conservation
means taking the largest toll out of these resources now
and leaving them not only unimpaired but extended and
improved by wise use—using the annual production
but not destroying or reducing the source of supply.

At its first meeting in 1910, the Commission formed
Committees for the particular consideration of the
several large questions with which it has to deal. The
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