
wo bave as yet no power to control, mav not riisli
upon us like a thief in the ni^ht and precipitate
a crisis which public oj.inion has not yet been
prepared to face. That was what happened in
1/70. It IS my firm conviction that had groups
of men in the American colonics and in Britain
set themselves, on the morrow of the Seven
^cars War. to do what the T?ound Table
ffroups arc doinj? now, that is to sav, to work out
the real issues, to bring them home to their fel-
lnw-(-itizcns. and to show what chnmrcs and what
s.icrifices were necessary to m.rt them, the im-
measurable catastrophe which followed would
have been avoided; there would tr.-dav have been
a mighty commonwealth centering, not in the
Old World, but the New. The ..pportunitv is I
believe, presented to us now of preventing a re-
.•urrence of that catastrophe, and feeble as our
means and num1)ers may seem, T believe that we
^an prevent it. if only we have the patience and
tirmness of purpose to follow to their issue the
))rinciples upon which we have set out
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