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Voii have rofcrnitl to the concluding act of the IinpcriMl Conference which
has pledsied the Knipire to .iiiicken the connections between {•ana<la and the

I luted Kinploin on the one hand, and Aastralia and New Zealand on the other.

I congratulate you that throuuh the action of your representative at the

Imperial Conference, Sir Wilfrid Laurier, the representatives of the Knipire in

conference assembled resolved that the time had ..)ine for the establishment of a
mail and passen>:er service between Great Hritain and Canada e(|ual to the best

suppliiil New York. The time is not far off when Canada will reap the preat

advantage of the geographical position with which nature has endowed her, by
the establishment of a service which will stop our British letters travelling over
two sides of a triangle via New York, and when the merchant in New York, to

whom time is a consideration, will travel to and from and connnunicate by jjost

with the I'nited Kingdom through Caiuida,

(l.ntlemen, the object of your re^iuestin;- me to give you this inter\-iew is to

provide you with an opportunity for bringing once more before the attention of
the public the desirability of supplementing the establishment of the All-Ke^l

route with an All-Retl Kmpire ownetl cable. "Iiy and through which will freely

interflow between every [xirtion of His Majesty's dominions even' national

aspiration and every sympathetic impmse of the Hritish people in everv portion
of the globe."

The a<loption of this policy has long been advocated by your U<janl of Trade,
and when the day comes, (as come it will), when peoples living within range of the
.\J1-Red cables will be able to exchange thought with every other people .similarly

situated at a low and imiform mte, making telegraphic intercourse between
vanous parts of the Hritish I'.mpire as easy and almo.st as cheap as that which
exists between Ottawa and N'ancouver to-day, then when that day comes, thank-
in a large measure to your efforts, nothing will be able to deprive the Ottawa
Hoanl of Trade, and Sir Sandford Fleming especially, of the halo of glory which
will for all time belong to you.

As one of those who believe with Sir Sandford Fleming that the establish-

ment of a State owniti AU-Ked Line will be a ser\ice of hardly less importance to
the Empire than the establishment of the All-Ri-d route, I shall have much pleasure
in forwarding to Ixird F.lgin, the Colonial Secretary, with a re<|uest that he shall

comnumicate its contents to the King, and with the approval of His Majesty, to
the other Covernments of the Empire, the address to which I have listent^ with
so much interest.

I have never forgotten the words of Mr. Hoffmeyer, the famous South
African, ^vhen Sir ?:?andf„id Flciiiiiig:. .scheme wa.s cxpluiuetl („ him, Tf I were
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