
THE QUESTION OF THE EAST. 35

ernment. This, tlien, is the latest present indication of British

policy, the re-establishment of the status quo. Let u. cake the
phrase out of the dress of the learned language, which somewhat
hides its beauty. It means " as you were." It means the re-

establishment of the same forms and the same opportunities, which
again u ;an, on the arrival of the first occasion, the same abuses
and the same crimes. This purpose of the Government, I feel

convinced, is not irrevi-^able. But it will only be revoked, if we
may take experience for our guide, under the distinct and intelligi-

ble action of pul'ic opinion. No man will so well understand as
the ^rime Minister what is the force and weight of that opinion

;

and ai what stage, in the development of a national movement^
its expression should no longer be resisted.

Since the ominous declaration of Lord Beaconsfield on the status
quo, or " as you were" policy, there has appeared a letter from Mr.
Bourke, the Under-Secretary of the Foreign Office ; whit h could
not have been written without higher sanction. Of this letter,
the positive part is null, the negative part important. It assures us
of the indignation of the Government at the crimes committee' by
the Turks. It might as well assure us of their indignation at the
crimes of Danton, or of Robespierre, or of Nana Sahib. Indigna-
itonis froth, except as it leads to action. This indignation \as
led, he says, to remonstrance. I say that mere remonstrance, in
this case, is mockery. The only two things that are worth saying,
the Under-Secretaiy does not say. The first of them would have
been that, until these horrible outrages are redressed, and their
authors punished, the British Government would withdraw from
Turkey the moral and even material support we have been lending
her against Europe. The other was, that after crimes of so vast a
scale a d so deep a dye, the British Government would no longer
be a party to the maintenance of Turkish administration ^n
Bulgaria. It is, then, the negative part of this letter that signifies.
Mr. Bourke's words, viewing their date, are futile. But his silence
is trumpet-tongued

: it proclaims that even last week, on the 27th
of August, the Government were still unconverted ; and, warning
us what we have to expect, it spurs the people of England onwards
in the movement, which is to redeem its compromised and endanger-
ed honor.

It would not be practicable, even if it were honorable, to dis-
guise the real character of what we want from the Government. It
is a change of attitude and policy, nothing less. We want them to
undo and efface Uiat too just impression, which, while keeping their


