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property of some hundreds of thousands of people,
—and all without appeal ; and afterwards, they
will together have to sit as an extraordinary Court,
and adjudge upon a class of causes, the most intri-
cate and difficult, as well in respect of law as in
respect of foct, that ingenuity could well devise.
On the other hand, however, it might not do to
say they shall bg lawyers

; for the Advocate is
not us^iully eminent as an investigator of ac-
counts and settler of values of all kinds, as wo
shall see these Commissioners are bound to be.
They are to be sworn to perform their duty. I
hope they may be able. But they had need be all
but omniscient.
By the forty seventh Section it is to bo enacted

that each of them is to draw up in triplicate, a
tabular Schedule of all the lands in onch of the
.Seigniories to bo allotted to him,—showing the a-
rnount of the reiiemption money for each

"^

lot of
land, and distinguishing such redemjition moneym every case, into ihree parts, thut is lo say, (he
price set on the yearly iixed churires,on Iho bana-
ii!y, and on the casual rights.

_

The forty eigiith Section gives soma instruc-
tions, as to lio-.v these prices are to be s(;t.

i

The yearly lixeil clutrgcs, we are told, are to be i

rated at tno capital roprL.'seuted by them at 6 per
cent. And it this rule were carried out, there '

would on this score be nothing to complain of.
But it is not. 'I'here is first to be met the case oi'

'.

the charges stipulated in kind ; and how is this '

met'? Tiie Counnissioiier is to value the articles
stipulated, according ;o their prices as "taken from !

' the books of the nnrcliants nearest lo the place;" i

and he is to come at his average, by takin"- the
'

values of each of the last 14 years, thus a«cor-
'

tamed, then striking oiT the 2 hi;,4iest and the 2
'

lovvest, and lastiy striking the a\-eri!ge of the ro-
mrnn!;.?IO. Th^n, the value ofallcorcfe or sti- I

pulated labor, is to be lurneu into money by the
'

same not very easy process. And then,the 'pos^- i

script Jollows; that the whole "shall in no cas^ i,,-,
I

" calculated at a higlierraie than two' p-nce p,n- ^

•' annnm for each superlicial arjient of the land
' subject to such annual charges, unless the said
land bo a town or village lot."'

Of course, alter all that has preceded in the Bill,
this last provision could not but follow. But it is
not the Jess a direct reversal of the piolcssed prin-
ciple of this valuation, lliut the price of rcdcmn-
lion of these charges is to be the capital sum thev
represent. '

Besides,—not to speak of the cumbronsine^s of
this procedure lor valuing charges in kind and la-
bor, ot the impossibility of the Commissionpr's
ordinarily nndmg the evidence that he is told to
take, and of its unreliable character when he may
iiiid it,—on what principle are 4 years out of the
11 to bo struck oil >. If 1 1 y,;ars are to be looked
up, the average from tlicin all will bealrucravoi-
age, than one drawn finm any 10 of them. And
in truth, on what principle of'right, is an averao-e
of any number of past years to betaken at alT'?
Because prices as a general rule have been rising

;

so that a money value of .some years ago will be
lower than the money value of to-day? Or on
what nrineinlp- ns I bnvo nlmnrl.r ii-r^r./-! ->-, ,,-i--.

principle turn all into money,—when, as we .shall
see, it is not cash payment or even payment with-
^^^ny^term of time whatever, that is contemplat-
««

1 Above all, why cut the result down, to a mo-

ney maximum? Unless, indeed, it be that nothing
short of the maximum of wrong that can incident"
ally be inflicted on the Seignior, will suffice to
meet the exigencies of this peculiar case 1

For the setting of his value on the banality
rights of the Seignior over each lot, our Commis-
sioner is thu.s directed :

—

" To establish the price of redemption of the
" right of banality, an estimate shall be made of
" the decrease in the annual receipts of the banal
'' mills to arise from the sui)j)ression ol the right
" of banality and from the inhabitants being freed
" therefrom ; the amount of the said estimate shall
" represent the interest at six per cent, of the
" capital which shall be the price of redemption
'' of the banality for the whole of the Seigniory,
'•' and the said capital shall be ajiportioned among
" all the lands subject thereto, according to tiieir
" superlicial extent. "

Good. But how is he to make this estimate '?

And when ! If immediately, what will it be. but

^

a sheer guess J Five yeais hence, or ten 1 Js the

i

whole machine to sias.d still so long J And if it

;
were; lo ^vhat luc i For 5 years or 10, no new

i
mill may be built in my Seigniory; and 1 may in

i that case have lost nothing. The next year, when
1 have been pronounced to have lost nothing, an

• enter])rizing luiller stejw in ; and 1 lind 1 have lost
;

all.

,

^
Further,—tI;ough, peihaps, the ending part of

< this_ clause may seoin to bo more my censUuirc^
:

busine'rs than mine,—1 cannot help asking myself,
;

why this value of my banality thus to be guessed
I at for my whole Seigniory, is to be •• apportioned
;

'' amonsall the hiikis subjecf thereto, according
;

•] to th.vir superficial exUnit I
" is it merely, thai

trie poor ccns//«i/-c_ who keeps hearth and home,
by keeiniig np an in'.enliou to cut his iirev,-oo(I. on

!
JMarpenlsof land that he can hardly sell for it-5

j

very worihlcssness, may have to pay as much to

I

to clear it from my banality, as his neighbour is

i
to pay to the same end, for the 90 arpents, all laid

I

djwi! in grain, ihat Ibrm p.iit of his abuudunt

I

Wealth j' Ur, is it also, that the extent of my mi-
coiiceil^'d lands, which 1 am not to keep, may be
made a pretext for throwing only a part of tiio
price of my banality, on those v/ho ought to i 'ay-
it to me ill full >

i j

My casual riithts are to bo valued bv the same
sort of process as my r!-nts in kind ; that is to Jay,
by an average ot lU yeais out of 14. /vgain, 1
ask why J I'er.'iaps," because ii,come fiom lads
ct vsdlcs, is the mo^t lluctuafing and uncertain in-
come possible. The revenue of the years stuu k
out as highest or lowest may allect the average to
any concr'ivable amount, or to none at ail f just
as it shall happen. For example, liom the pub-
lic returns of the quint revenue of the C!'->'.vn, (a
revenue precisely analogous to the Seignior-.'j re-
venue from lods ct vcntes,) [ find its average lor
38 years ending in 1«12, was X83() 5s 5Jd. The
maximum year's receipt during that term was
X'2Sot) ITs od ; the minimum £b (is 4d. n )845,
It was £3,470 13s 8d; in 1847, £2 3s —d ; in
18.")!, not/dug.

But, aside from the objection arising out of
these flucluaticns, the chances of course are, tiiat
a revenuL thus valued at an average of past years,
will be set below its value. In an ol(i country,
this might not be so much the case. But we
have here a new country, with its fast-cLanging

f!


