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A PLEA FOR THE MILITIA

of Upper Canada, capable of bearing

arms, did not exceed 10,000 men, yet

the Province supplied ^^,\T^tt otttcei-s

and men as its contingent for service

during the war.

In 1813, Canada was menaced by

three separate armies, nuniliering over

30,000 men. The British force con-

sisted of 13,000 regulars, and 15,000

militia, scattered over a frontier a

thousand miles long. The Americans

overran Upper Canada for a while,

but by the end of the campaign had
been driven across the border. At
Chateauguay, Col. de Salaberry showed

of what stuff our militia was made.

The American force consisted of 7,000

infantry, 10 guns, and 250 cavalry.

The Canadian force, under de Sala-

berry, was about 1 ,000 .strong—nearly

half of whom took no part in the bat-

tle— and yet he totally defeated and

drove back a force eight times his

strength. Of this action, General

Sir James Carmichael Smyth says:

' The aflfairupon the Chateauguay Eiver

is remarkable as having been fought,

on the British side, almost entirely by

Canadians. The Republicans were

repulsed by a very inferior number of

Canadian militia, and of troops raised

in Canada, thus affording a practical

proof of the good disposition of the

Canadians, and the possibility, to say

nothing of the policy, of improving

the Canadian militia, so as to be fully

equal in discipline and instruction to

any American troops that may be

brought against them at any future

opportunity.' He also says, ' Not a

single Canadian militiaman was known
to desert to the enemy, during the

three years the war continued.' At
the end of the war, the Americans had

gained no foothold upon Canadian

territory, and were forced to postpone

that concpiest of Canada, originally

undertaken as ' a militaiy promenade.

'

Yet at that time the entire population

of Canada did not exceed 300,000,

while that of the United States was
8,000,000,—an odds of 27 to 1

us. For the second time,

over

against

therefore, the efforts of the Canadian
militia laigrly contributed to th(^ pre-

servation of Canada to the Crown.
During 1837, in Upi)er Canada

alone, with a population of 450,000,

there were 40,000 militia enrolled, in

the expectation of a war being ]»ro-

voked by the action of the too active

sympathisers with the Rebels. Of
this number there were 1(! battalions

and 35 companies of cavalry, artillery,

and riHemen, placed on active service,

several of whom did military duty for

some years afterward.

In 1862, when the ' Trent dithculty

'

rendered a war with the United States

a matter of extreme probability, the

alacrity with which the Canadian mi-

litia sprung to arms, resolving to abide

by all consequences rather than that

their dearly loved flag should be in-

sulted with impunity, no doubt had
its influence in securing the submis-

sion and apology that was made by

the American Government.
In 1865, it became necessary, in

order to restrain tl e Southerners re-

sident in Canada from making our

territory a basis for warlike operations,

to place corps of observation at cer-

tain points on the frontier. These

battalions were formed from the elite

of our militia and they became, after

a few months' duty, equal to any sol-

diery in the world. How could we
at that time have sustained our Inter-

national obligations, had we no mili-

tia ?

From 1866 to 1870 came the Fenian

raids. How serious would these small

matters have become had we not had

our militia leady to repel such attacks !

Those who now cavil at the expense,

and argue against the necessity of the

Force, were in those days the first to

recognize their usefulness, and to seek

to place the militia between them-

selves and the enemy. In twenty-four

hours fro; II the call for active service,

33,751 militiamen had como forward,

upwards of 8,000 in excess of the

quota allowed by the Militia Act, and

13,000 more than had been on the

'I


