
Fr

428 The Catholic Pioneers 0/ America,

the hands of such a man, and as the rumble of the

terrible Revolution became everyday more distinct,

he sailed for the United States, arriving at Phila-

delphia in March, 1792. Bishop Carroll received him

with great kindness.

Father Badin was raised to the sacred dignity of

the priesthood on the 25th of May, 1793—being the

first priest ordained in this Republic. Prince Gal-

litzin, as we have already learned, was the second

The Catholics of Kentucky had no priest. Bishop

Carroll hinted to Father Badin his intention of

sending him to that distant mission. It is not sur-

prising to learn, however, that the inexperienced

young priest, with a slight knowledge of English,

exhibited some reluctance about plunging into the

wilderness. The Bishop listened to his reasons

It was proposed to commend the matter to God by

making a Novena. After nine days they met again.

" Well," said Bishop Carroll, " I have prayed, and

I am still of the same mind."

"I have also prayed," replied Father Badin,

smiling, " and I am likewise of the same mind. Of

what use, then, has been our prayer for nine days?'*

Bishop Carroll smiled, too, and after a pause,

said, with great sweetness and dignity :
" I lay no

command; but I think it is the will of God that

you should go." Father Badin, without a moment's

hesitation, answered with great earnestness—" I will

go, then."


