
PBEFACE

Some fifteen years ago the late Dr. James Bain,
Librarian of the Toronto Public Library, urged me
to write my reminiscences. He knew that, as one
of the founders of the Canada First party, as Chair-
man of the Organising Committee of the Imperial
Federation League in Canada, then President of it,

and after its reorganisation, under the name of the
British Empire League in Canada, still President, I
had much private information, in con^ection with the
struggle for Imperial Unity, that would be of interest

to the pubUc. He was therefore continually urging
me to put down my recollections in order that they
should be preserved.

I put the matter off until the year 1899, when I
was retired from the command of my regiment on
reaching the age limit. I then wrote my military
recollections under the title Soldiering in Canada.
This was so well received by the Press and by the
public that, being still urged to prepare my political

reminiscences. I began some years ago to write them.


