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^n the neighbouring provinces ; and no iiidc alarm
and dilconrcnt throughout the continent, when the

valt cxpeftations excited by D'Eilaing were con-

trailed with his failure, and the IviccefTes of the

Britifh arms under Sir Henry Clinton.

As no doubt was entertained that he would lofc

no opportunity of improving them to the utmoil,

great pains were taken by the Americans to collect

with all poflible fpeed, a force fufiicient to make
fomc iland, till a proper army could be formed.

To this purpofe detachments from feveral parts

were drawn to the borders of North Carolina, where
it was naturally expedted the motions of the Britifli

army would next be direcfed.

On receiving this intelligeacc, Lord Cornwallis

marched up the country fituatcd along the banks of

the river Santee. The enemv were pofled at a

place called Wacfaw, on the boundary line between
North and South Carolina, dillant from him up-

wards of one huiidred miles. Colonel Tarleton was
again felcdted to command a chofen bodv, in order

to attack them before they could be reinforced.

He travelled with fuch expedition, that he reached

rhem on the third day of his march. Upon refufing

to furrender on the terms he preferred, which were
the iame that had been granted to the garrifon of

Charles Town, he attacked them with fo much
courage and Ikill, that they were nearly all either

killed in the a^^lion, or wound(xl and made prifoncrs,

with all their artillery and baggage. This was the

third vidtorv obtained bv means of the Britiih ca-

valrv, commanded bv Colonel Tarleton. Their

numbers both in this and the foregoing engage-

ments, were inferior to thofe of the enemy ; but

the men were chofen troopers, and admirably expert

at the management of their horfes and arms.

This action decided for the prcfcnt the fate of Ca
rolina. The 'bravery exhibited bj- the Britifli troops

during

v:'


