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at least to hhn, if it uttered no speech from his pen, or receired

no thou^t from his brain. The time which elapsed between liis

arrival at Montreal, and the isssue of the first number of his news-

paper, the " New Ert^," was brief enough ; but it was nevertheless

of sufficient length to enable Mr. McGee to sketch through its

columns a policy which harmonized with the name of his paper. Ue
earnestly advocated, and lias continued to advocate, ever since

that time, an early union of all the Colonies of British North

America. In doing so, we may observe in passing, he initiated a

phrase as descriptive of his object, which has since become familiar

alike from use and criticism) for t' proposed confederacy was in

lus mind and writings associated vfitii the idea of a ** new nation-

ality."

At the general election in 1858, Mr. McGee's public career in

Canada commenced. He was returned to Parliament as one of

the three represep^^itives of Montreal. Whether from hereditary

habit, a playful disposition, or serious thought, we know not, but on

his arrival in the Province, he lost no time in declaring himself in

true Hibernian style to be " against the government." And
against the government he undoubtedly was during the four years

of the continuance of irritating and acrimonious sixth Parliament..

Much of course was expected of him. He liad a certain repute

as a politician, though he was more distinctly known as a forcible

writer, and a fluent speaker. Still his earlier Parliamentary efforts

wCre, we think, followed by disappointment to those who had thought

him to be capable of better and wiser things. It was observed that

the subject of our sketch was an adroit master of satire, and the

most active of partisan sharpshooters. Many severe, some ridicu-

lous, and not a few savage things were said by liim. Thus from

his affluent treasury of caustic and bitter irony ho contributed

not a little to the personal and Parhamentary embarrasments of

those tunes. Many of the speeches of that period we would ratlier

forget than remember. Some were not complimentary to the body

to which they were addressed, and some of them were not creditable

to the persons by whom they were deUvered. It is true that such

speeches secured crowded galleries, for they were sure to be either

breezy or ticklish, gusty with rage, or grinning with jests. They

were therefore the raw materials out of which mirth is manufactured,


