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be obsolete,

and devoid of meaning. Ileal property

no hunger diHchargcs any duties to the

State which are not discliarged equally

by personal property ; and tho holder

of a sum in railwi-y stock, or (still more
piilpably) tho holder of a sum in tho

))ul)lic lands, has just as great a stake in

tlie welfare of tho country, and offers as

sullicient a guarantee in every way for

his integrity and patriotism, as tho

hv>ldcr of an equal sum in laud. Even
in iuigland this hict has been perceived,

and not only have wo accepted cliattel

interests in land as property qualifica-

tions, but the recent projects of parlia-

mentary reform liavo contemplated tho

admission of stock and deposits likewise.

j\nd assuredly it is not on the ground

of special certainty or stability that, in

a culony like Canada, political distinc-

tions in favour of real property ouglit

to bo drawn : for there aro f-jw places, wo
apprehend, where tho value of land and
liiaises is more uncertain and variable.

O'lie value of real pn)perty in Tjronto,

for I'xample, has fluctuated enormously

vithin tho last twenty years. Any kind

of stuck 01 funds would, in truth, have

been a far more solid possession. But
there seems to be a notion that becauso

laud itself is stable, proiierty in it,

though it may bo tho wildest of all

possible speculations, is stable also : a

mere illusion, as wo need scai'cely

observe.

'riic obj(>ct, however, of this peculiar

provision is no doubt to be explained

simply by the desire of imitating the

Britisli constitution. It is an attempt

on the part of the framers to create a

territorial aristocracy, so far as their

circumstances will permit. Perhaps they

are scarcely aware how adverse those

eircumstances are, or how truly tlieir

instinct guided them when they re-

frained from styling their Legislative

Council a House of Lords. In England
we have a social and proprietary order

of men really eminent for wealth as

the holders of large, entailed, and in

many cases ancestral, estates. Out of

this number the bulk of our peers aro

chosen ; and they have a real qualifica-

tion as members of a great plutocracy

(for that is the true designation of the

body), indepondont of their mere nomina-

tion by a Minist' of the Crown. In a

colony such as Canada, no such pro-

prietary or social order exists ; no set

of men there arc really eminent for

wealth ; no property is ancestral or

entailed ; and the riches even of tho

wealthiest are but the creation of the

day, which in the strange vicissitudes of

colonial trade may again vanish on tho

morrow. The highest property quali-

fication which the framers of the Con-

stitution venture to name is for their

purpose almost a nullity. Twenty
thousand a year strictly entailed is

wealth if it is not merit. Four thousand

dollars a year is neither wealth nor

merit. Tho qualification of persons who
have no higher territorial position than

this will rest upon the minister's nomi-

nation, and upon that alone.

It is constantly said by tho advocates

of tho House of Lords that it is a re-

presentative institution ; and tliis state-

ment is true in a very important, though
not in th'^ most popular sense. The
members of tho House of Lords do
represent, and most etlectually repre-

sent, tho interests of tho great class of

landlords, upon tho support of which,

as well as on their personal wealth and
position, their authority is based. In

a colony there is no such class, aud
therefore the strength derived by the

House of Lords from its virtually re-

presentative character would be entirely

wanting to the Letiislativo Council.

It will perhaps bo said that in the

case of a House not hereditary, but con-

sisting entirely of moml)ers nominated
for life, there will at all events bo no
"tenth-transmitters of a foolish force;"

and that personal merit will supply tho

place of territorial aud social distinc-

tion. But, unless a complete change

comes over tho political spirit of these

communities, tho chief seat of power,

and the scene of the great party Jtruggles,

will always bo in the popular branch of

the Legislature, and a minister will not

be able to afford the removal of his most
effective supporters into the Upper
House. The most he will bo able to

aftbrd to that calm repository will pro-

bably be respectable mediocrity and


