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think of thfey ivho witbfi much Rancour oppofi

thofe Alliances^ at home ^

Perhaps it may be excepted to the Exam^
pies which I have given, that, in thefe early

Times, we had lefs Trade, and a fmaller Ma-
ritime Force than we now have j and that we
were therefore under a Neceflity, of taking the

Part, which we then took upon the Continent.

But, in anfwer to this, it mufl: not be forgot,

that we were then an Ifland, as well as now

;

and that we were equally well protected by
our Situation from all Danger of an Invafion.

If we had not then confiderable Fleets, yet

our Fleets, when we thought proper to turn

our Strengiii that Way, were more confidera-

ble than thofe of France^ as our Trade was,

even at that Time. In the Reign of Queen
Elizabeth we had a greater naval Force than

any Power in Europe after the Defeat of the

Armada j and yet that fagacious Princefs, and
the wife Advifers (he had, during the long

Courfeof her^emorable Reign, never thought

they afted weakly in maintaining Armies, and
expending coniiderable Sums upon the Con-
tinent. Indeed, had our Miniftry deviated

from thefe Maxims of found Policy, obferved

by all wife States, who never go to War with-

out firft looking out for Alliances ; had they,

when the Injuries we had fufF^red, and the

Refentment of the Nation called upon them
to adt in an hoftile Manner, had they, neglec-

ted to fecure us one Ally on the Continent

;

had they formed no Treaties, flipulated for
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