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At the prefenl order of things taking place, rthoughfmT-
fervices in xht prune ^ entitled ms to be noticed in the decline of
life ; I therefore made application to fome influential charac-

ters in this town, to no effi.Siy—owing I prefume, to ir .ike pro-

vifion for their favorite dependant). But I am fo far happy
to be pofre/r.d of a mind fuperior to pefft for I do not envf
thetn their princely fortunes, or their favorite dependants oi their

competency. I am well aware that this my prefent devel*

opement of this enigma of Merlin's may dagger for a mo-
ment the minds of fome, in confequence of a confined idea*

that the fpirit of prophecy has long flnce cealed with the

Apodles ; but probably not being acquainted with that fcience

of fciences, the fcience of Correfpondence, might fiill avail,—
yet adir.lciing I am rin>>ular, I hold that the one and indivi-

fibb great Supreme, for reafons unfathomable to our finite

undei (landings, has, in all ages of the world, feletfled inftru-

inents and endowed them with the fpirit of prophecy, in or-

der to be communicated for the benefit of mankind,—as well

likeuife do I make an efTential difference between the fpii it of

prophecy, and miracles,—the latter I readily allow, have
celled. It is as firmly fixt m my mind as the Apalaci'ao

mountains are to the centre, that i:i all ages, indrumentshave
been fele(fled at the hands of Omnipotence, to bring abopt his

purpofes in this fublnnary world. It is in this point of light

that'I confi.Jer the .(Tembling of that illuHnous band of pat-

riots, who aiT.mbled at Nor/elk, rcfpciSling the late tranfadl-

ions, between the Leopard and the Cbefapeake, and the fpi-

rited letter of the Mayor of the borough of Norfolk to the

Briiifh commodore ;—which is the fole motive that induces

and emboldens me to prefix his name to this my prefent pub-
lication, without previdufly obtaining his confent ; and I in-

dulj>e a hope it will be confijered by him a fnfl'icieni apolo-

gy therefor. Devoutly hoping that the rulers of my native

country for once, will be difpofed to take roeafures to prevent,

an open rupture between the two countries, and fix matter*

in future on a durable bafis ;—undoubtedly you will join in

fcntiments with me; and after committing each one to the

ail prore^ing arm of that BtiNC that is able to protedl, with

permiliion I bee: le ive to fubfcribe rryfelf,

Teur optrt and Injl^xible friend^

JOSEPH LEIGH.
Port[mouthy Auguji 13, 1807.

MHntll mit>»


