
Inh'odiictory,

matched eight to one, but, says the Chronicle,

'the Queen of Heaven was on their side,

and the Son of Mary refuses nothing to

His holy Mother. Through her intercession

the Iroquois shot so wildly, that at their first

fire every bullet missed its mark, and they

met with a bloody defeat.' No wonder the

French were animated with renewed zeal.

Father Le Mercier writes :
* On the day of

Visitation of the Holy Virgin, the chief

Aontarisati, so regretted by the Iroquois,

was taken prisoner by our Indians, instructed

by our f^ithers, and baptized ; and on the

same day, being put to death, I doubt not he

thanked the Virgin for his misfortune and

the blessing that followed, and he prayed to

God for his countrymen.'

It was no common faith that led the French

monks to seek to make Canada theirs. Their

sufferings from cold, from starvation, from

the savages, from want of all the comforts of

life, seem to have been as much as mortal


