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Crown prfteiuis to no tlictution. unr liua it luiy intcr-

c-it ftt viiriiinco with the inltTcsLi of thi' ('oloni.«ls.

Altlioii^Hi in II Crown Ciilony the ilirii-iiil element is

siiprcnu', it is well undt-rsluotl ihM it is to ^juvt'in

—

ftn<I piihlic opinion forces it to povoni—jn'coniinp to

tiie wrll umlerstooil and well fstrtl»Ii>hi*il wishot* of

tlie Colony iit lur^c. Tho (iovcrnnuMit can not unci

iliire not intcrtVre except to prevent enido, irrationnl.

or viiions h'f;i.-jIation, There is no direct co.itlict

lietween tho Motlier Country ivnii a Colony in thesi'

ilnys : luit it cannot he s-opposed that any Hrili>h

r*ro\ inrc \\ ill .'(ulrniit patiently to injustice at thi*

hands of a Canartia-n Ministry or ft Canadian House of

('oninion.-j. If any scheme has Iiecn tlevist'd more
likely than another to raise and keep alive local irri-

tation it i.s. in my jndginent, the scheme of Confeder-
ation on tho hasi.s of the Dr^anic Act of 18ii7.

What is said by Lord (rranville is trne in theory,

hut iiradically it is opposed to hninan nainre ; and
in endeavonring to carry out elaborate and elevated

views Great Hrltain stands a fair chance oflosinj^ the

whole of Uritish North Aniericn.

Thus far I have treated of the general policy of the

Organic Act.

SVith respect to the applicahility of tho scheme of

Confederation to this Colony J have more special and
particular grounds of ohji'Ciion, 1 consider such an
union inexpedient on several grunntls.

First, tlie remoteness of the Ciduny frora Canada :

Hoeondly, the comparative insignificance of British

Columbia^
And, thirdly, tlic diversity of its interests from those

of Canada.
That those objoctitins specialty apply to the exten-

Bioa of the principle to this Colony no one can doubt.

Lord Granville admits tinit the distance is an objec-

tion, but thinks that a Uailway will annihilate time
ftnd space. He flunks that tho Government can be

carried on at a distance of It, 000 miles without difh-

culty. Tliis Hallway is to bridge ov^?r the vast desert

that intervenes between this (\df.ny wad Ultftwa.

The notion that we can with any enVcl represent the

interests of this (^elcHy in tho i'arliivment at Ottawa
at a distance of ^,000 miles is to nto absurd. With a

population such as ours, even if we have the repre-

sentation suggoi^ted iiy the terms, with eight .Memiiers

cfParliamcDl against one hundred and eighty-two.

and four tsenators against seventy-two, how an it be
supposed to be jiossible that our voices could be

heard ? When Lord (Jranville spoke of " comprehen-
Fiveness" and 'impartiality'' in a I*egislatnre, s-urely

he must have lost sight of the constituent elements of

a House of Commons. For let us cunsider, without
any reflection npon the House of ('ommons at tUtawa,
what is the nature of the House of Commons of

Kngland, or of atiy other assemlily of the same nature.

Kvery Hou>e (jf Commons is but an asf^emldage of the

Members of i'arliament plei^ged to support the mate
rial interests of their constituent-:, whenever those

interests are affected. I never can anticipate any
thing but the representatinn of the views and the

material Interests of constituents in any House of

Commons. 1 believe that members would always
vote according to the interests of men whoso votes

they would have again to solicit, and of whose inter-

ests public opinion holds them to be the acknowledged
ftdvocatcs.

How can we find eight men in a place like this

where at all events the most valuable members of

society are prolV'Ssiouitl and bu-iness men, without
Bolecting tliem fmm a chisswhu are p(diticians by
profession? Most men here are workers of some sort

and activriy employed in their several professions and
busine^'ses, and we shouM have extre-me clitliculty in

finding eight gottd men who wcnild spare the time and
expense to go to Ottawa. Wh:it we Kboubl Marit

woubl be such men as are now at Ottawa, the princi-

pal business men, bankers, merchants, and profe

sional men : but lime and space will prevent this

most valualde el as-; of men fro.a leaving Hritish

Columbia and representing «iir interests at Ott.iwa.

and we shall be compelled either to retain the servires

of ('auiidian geutleri>en, who, living in Canada, would
he Hriti.-h Co'uMiiiinti repre-^enl;ilives only in name,
or we sliould lia^c to tnke eight representatives who
will be content to nmke ptdilics a profession, and we
phall have to pay them for their servii es. To the
iflsignificnnce of Britisli 'Columbia as a I'roviuce of
The Oominion the same remarks apply.

Difference of interests Is a still more material point.

Cpen this point direct conllict is sure to arise.

'Canada belongs to the Atlantic, and looks to the Old
^Verld for her markets. We ore a new countrv, our

staples arc totaHy dilfercnt. (Questions cannot but
arise i)etweeu Uritish (V)lumbia an<l Canada—bolweeu
the Kast and the West—in which t.'anadian interests

vill prevail over those oi Hritisli ('oiumbia ; and
iggravaled by the feeling of wounded pride and
forced Insignificance, the Colonists of Krilish Colum-
bia will k'el naturally aggrieved.

The Coloninl feeling is well known—pride and
ittachment to the Mother t.'iiuntry and intense sensl-

Liveness and tenacity where injustice or wrong is

lone. Once let this feeling be roused amongst us
tnd it will not be long before British Columbia is

clamorous for repeal
;

and not obtaining it, the
I'ountry will be ripe for any other change, howevtr
liolent.

Now, Sir, with respect to the third head of my
objections. Wit^i res|K!ct to the mode in which the
Consent of this Colony is allenipled to he obtained, I

am sorry to notice «bat I cannot but cull i\ spirit of
diplonuicy, and a spirit of management, character-
izing the whole movement in favour tif C(«i federation
on the part of the Imperial Govermnent. It is obvious
througliont that the Imperial (iovernment desires to

obtain their end and aim of Confederation in a mer-
cantile spirit of bargiun ami sale, which jars upon
my feelings of right a'ld wrong.

if this Council is properiy the Legislature of British
'(dumbia :

• we reflect 'he intelligence, the siib-

tanee. and the interests of tho Colony, we ought to
havir originated these l{es<.]utio4is ourselves. The
..lat-ter should have arisen spontaneously amitngst us,
without any attempt at leading or forcing. What
may be His Kxcellency's own views upon the subject
of Confederation wo cannot tell. I look upon Lord
Granville's de.-^patch as a diploniaiic order, couched
in polite language, but neverlbeless a re(|uirement to

tho (iovernor to carry out the will of the Colonial
Ollico, without reference to his own convictions. All
that we are l<dd by His Kxcellency upon this subject
is that the Colony will derive '-material benefit" from
Cotifederfttion, and tlw" C^>lotly has been offered by
the Kxecntive certain material benefits in the sliajieof

a Hallway, a Hock, casii in Inintl, and freedom from
ilebt, in return for the transfer of all b'gisb.tion to tho
Dominion of Cana-da. These '* materia! benefits "

being paraded before the eyes oflho Colonists, the bar-r\ I n^ Jill I II 11 VII "< ll'l I, IIH- V_l I .» VM I IIV V OllfllllM.-*, I IIV Ullf-

gain is afterwards to be accepted or refused by aCouncii
composed mainly of Hepresentntive Members. This
mode of operalif.n, no less than the bargaiti itrelf, is

equally olijectionable In my eyes. The r:aterial
benefits—the Dock, the Uailway, the money pav-
ments—are in effect nothing nrore than bribes to the
present generation to forego the rights of self-govern-
ment.

J have no doubt that the Colony will accept the
biirgain. The CttUmy is a small one, the populatior.
not ex<-eeding il,.".0(t adult white men. and of these
many ^ire gi-nlleinen of Canadian proclivities, Cana-
dians bv birth, who are naturally, and I may say
patriotically, in favour of a union with their native
I'ountiy.

There are nntny, also, wlio in the pfosent adverse
condititrn of things i-n this Cidony, are desirous of
change of any kiml, and eager ff»rany opportunity of
benefitting by operations which promise to throw
population, capital, and entcrpri' > into the Colony,
V\> Jiave suffered much from pecuniary dt pres.>(iiin.,

ami when we liave nu oITer from a great rountr\ to
come and spencl money among »ib, can you doubt
that any one will fail to feel these advantages ; while
many more hope for piditical power ami eminence in
a system which they expect will carry with it llepre-
sentative Instiliilions, if not Kesponsible tiovornment.
Can we th>ul)t that the vole will be In favour of Con-
federation ? The people of tJiis -Country will .sell

themselves for the consideration of the present, and
posterity will hereafter ask indignantly what right
had we to sbnekte iliem, an<l to deprive them of
rights which eantiot be sold.

We shall reap the benefit, and tho.se that como after
us will reap the disadvantage and humiliation. It is

not in the pi wer (pf the present generation to dispone
of Ibe birthright of its descenilanis. Liberty and self-

government are inalienable rights. The original vice
of thenialter still remains, amlvhenonce tlu* material
benefits are enjoyed ur forgotten, and the conscious-
ness of disadvantage If apparent, reaction will set In^
a parly of repudiators iinil repealers will arise, who
with great show (»f jitslic*- will cbinioronsly demand
the reversal of an organic change, (bunded on political
error and wrong. Although our masters at Ottawa
may be ever so amiable and ever so pure, the moment
wc feel the joke we shall rcjionl; it is not inthonaluw


