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Pacific Ocean, either in navigating the same, in fishing therein,

or in landing at such parts of the coast as shall not have been

already occupied." Great Britain always declared that the Pacific

Ocean embraced Behring Sea, and that Russia could not close it.

And in 1887, an American Government official, in contending

that the seizure by Russia of an American vessel was illegal, notes

that " the Russian code of prize law of 1869 limits the jurisdic-

tional waters of Russia to three miles from the shore."

Neither Britain nor any other maritime nation could have

recognized any monopoly in any sea beyond the three-mile limit.

The Russian company's monopoly could only extend to the land

and its imaiediate neighborhood, and that was quite sufficiently

valuable, specially as to the seal-fur trade, to make the highest

in Russia, whether by rank or fortune, eager to become share-

holders in 80 lucrative an enterprise. In early days, too, the com-

petition there was not keen, and the mere absence of fishing and

sealing vessels cannot, of course, be held to imply that they came

not because they were forbidden to do so. They came not, because

they knew not of the value of the harvest they might gather. The
way was long to the field, and there were no ready markets at

hand.

Wide salt water has always been open to all keels, and no

imaginary claims of exclusion, derived from half barbarous times,

can invalidate this world-wide freedom, which it is equally to the

advantage of all maritime nations to enjoy.

Likewise good regulations as to close times should be mutually

arranged, so that the supply of fish or sea animals be not ex-

hausted. Now it is absolutely denied on the strongest evidence

that any " rookery" or seal colony has ever been destroyed, de-

pleted, or even injured, by the killing of seals at sea only,

whereas it is proved that the heavy slaughter on the land where

the seals congregate has caused the seals to vanish from several

places where they formerly were to be found in thousands. It

stands to reason that a moderate use of both methods of

hunting is what ought to be enforced. Just as the oyster supply

dredged up by the fishermen is regulated at the ancient British

Burgh of Whitstable by the state of the market, so ought inter-

national arrangements to be made to check any over-heavy draft

on the vitality of the seal herds, as observed from year to year.

During last year eye-witnesses of the highest character have
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