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old llio (Ir.apoi'ie.s of nsltcsfos^^ wore ch'ansed, and must
<ini(k(Mi them int.) rrRouenited life. Willingly I acknow-
ledge that no man will ever avoid innmni'iable eriors of

detail; with so vast a compass of ground to traverse, this

is impossible ; hut siioli erroiv^ {thou;^h I have a htishel on
hand, at M. Michelet's service) are not tlie^ame I chase; it 18

the hiUer and unfair spii'it in which M. Miclielet writes

agaiuHt l*]n]Ljland. I^^ven //^(J^ after all, is hut my secondary
object ; the real o!ie is Joafina the Pucelle d'Orleans for

herself.

I am not going to write the Ilistoiyof La Pucelle :^'^ todo
this, or even circumstaiitially to report tl '» history of her
persecution and hitter death, of her struggle v'ith false wit-

nesHCH and with ensnaring judges, it would be necessary to

have before us al! the documents, and t ' t^refore tb^ collec-

tion onl" ri<\v forthcoming in Paris. But tJitj purpose is

narrower. There have been great thinkei s, disdaining tha

careless judgments of contemporaries, who have thrown
themselves boldly on the judgment of a far posterity, that

should liave had time to review, to ponder, to compare.
There have been great actors on the stage of tragic human-
ity that nn'ght, with the same depth of confidence, have
appealed from the levity of compatriot friends— too heart-

less for the sublime interest of their story, and too impatient

for the labor of sifting its perplexities—to the magnanimity
and justice of enemies. To this class belongs the Maid of

Arc. The ancient llomans were too faithful to the ideal of

grandeur in themselves not to relent, after a generation or

two, before the grandeur of Hannibal. ^'^ Mithridates"—

a

11. AsbPStos; A form of hortibleiulo consistlnj? of flno crystfillino
fibers, with a silky luster, whieh may be woven into cloth. It is said lliat

the ancients wrapjx'd the bodies of Iheir dead in asbestos cloth, to keoj)
their ashes separate from those of t!io funeral pile. Ciiarleinat^ne, says
lcj,'end, was wont to astonisli his guests by throwing his asbestos table-
cloth into the fire after dinner.

12. La Pucello; '* The Maid," or " The Virgin ;" the common French
de-iignatioM for Joan of Arc.

13. Hannibxl ; The famous Carthaginian ,t;eneral, who when nine
years old was made by his fatlier, Ifamilcar, to swear eternal enmity to
Homo. In 217 H. c. ho led a vast army aci-oss the Alps, atul for a time
threatened the empire with total destruction. In 18;> u. v. he took poison
to escape falling into the hands of his old en.'mies.

14. Mitliridated; A ferocious king of I'unUis. who for many ycai's
waged war against the llomans. In the last war against I'ompey, 66
H. c. his 8on I'harnaccs having rebelled, INIilhridates, after attempting
inetrectually to poison himsulf, ordered one of his Gallic mercenaries to
dispatch him with his sword.


