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I'liiiincd tliiit iihoiit Diic ill torty wlio drink tlio water con-

tainiiiir if take tiic ilisca-o, and tiiat ninety {ler cent, ot' the
eases are caused liy driiikiiii,'' water, and h\ the water in

which tlic cans tliat c.iitain milk are washed. The irernis

are never toimd in milk except thn»uii-h water and soiled

hands. Tiny ^jrow rajiidly in milk, and more ra]iidlv in

skim-milk.

'I'yplioid fever is ;.l\\ay> caused hy tiie i^eriiis deserihed.

Tliey can ol.tain ai'ce.-s hv the mouth only to tlie liunian

hody. not l.y the lireath; they must lie swallowed. The
uorms may he conveyed Ky water, tliroiiirh milk; hy the
ever-]ire>ent house tly: hy oysters icrown near drains; hv
cockles; hy ctlery when soiled hy polluted earth; and hv
soiled hands, clothes, etc. Let lis suiniose an individual to

have swallowed the 1,'ernis; the iiicuhation stai,'e of the

disease—that period in which tlu' cause lies dormant in

the system liefoi'i' the symptoms develo]i—varies troni six

to thirty days, with an avera<,'e of twelve days. The tem-
perature ri'acho its heiijht in ahoiit eiirlit davs. In the

event of death, it usually takes place hetwi'cn the tweiitv-

tirst and the twenty-eiirhtli days, the majority (,f deaths

Ofciirriiii; hctween the ai^'es ot' 1") and .).-). .\iid the i,'eneral

mortality—so I'ar as has hecii ascertained— is ahoiit seven

per cent. I!ut the disease is too often mistaken for malaria.

The sickness liviierally lasts iietweeii three and eiii'ht weeks,
and tlie convalescent may retain tlie irerms for weeks after

he considers himself well. A mother can not transmit tlie

disease to her mirsiiii:: infant except l)y want of eloanliness.

The disease is most n>iially prevalent in the months of
.\uij:ust, Septemher, < >ctolier and Xovemher, hiit it often

appears in tiie sprinir months, after a thaw, the ,>ierni haviii<r

heen carried from the hanks into the rivers and shallow
Wells. When it is distrihuted in varioii.s jmrts of a district

furnished with water from rivers or shallow wells, we may
look for the cause in the water; when it ap|)ears ehietlv

anions; children, we should follow the milkman. The dis-

ease' mav, and often is. convevetl hv iced water.


