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Diplomatjc-my dear dad, I happened to know one or twoforsaken brutes marooned in our different embassies. Noth-ing like good enough."

Sir Aylmer said nothing, and his fingers began to toywith the tnnkets on the table. Rejoicinl to brSk up he

e^w/c^T ^^^"><^^f'y'?eryk jumped up, pushed Hath-

n^U Ti^'
'°""'^' '° *^'' ^' '°"^^ ^«^' ^"d P'-epared to ex-plain. There were conventional ivory elephants, large and

eSfni r°"'*K"'
^'°°'^'' ^^ "'^^^^*^^^' fi"^'-^^ bans andebony boxes, brass pots from Benares and trays from Mo-

l"«ti^"
'^npetuous, youthful and undiscriminating col-

faZr ^"InA^''^^]
^°' ^°? '" '^^ "^^'^'" ^e told his

lather. And one of my only two tiger skins for Hats.

rin^"'Y^nr?. '"' guaranteed to pass through a weddingnng, Yolande Stornaway can have that. I want to see

tlfh".«f
^^^";- •••

-r.^''^
^^"" ''^^ ^''"°"°' a« worn by all

ZIaT P'°P'^ >". Formosa, that's for Sally Farwell; yousaid she was coming, didn't you? A few hundred ^ards

broidered"!li''^"°*
^'' '"°'"''^- ^ ^"'"Ptuousl/ em-

^JThis is a beautiful thing, Deryk," interrupted Sir Ayl-

atThe luV^'u\^i^\^ r™'°" '"^ *«^-ff°w" and lookedat the case which his father was holding. Circling threetimes round the velvet boss lay a pearl necklace ^ofe"
quisite harmony and colour.

pleasure I got him m Pans for Dina Penrose ; I wantedto give her something decent."
wdmea

at his to^il™^'^

'^^''^'^ ^'' eyebrows and looked wonderingly

"My dear boy
!
you mustn't go giving expensive presentsof jewelry m this way!" he exclaimed

P "cms

''We can afford it," Deryk answered easily.
That s not the point. You must know that a girl of herage can

J
accept pearls from a man of your age. I've neverheard of such a thing."
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