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A LABOR MEETING.

Legklature. He showed that the expert- 
enoe in England was that at the meetings of 
the councils of conciliation the representa­
tives of capital and labor exercised their 
common sense and came to satisfactory 
agreements, with seldom the need to refer 
the matter even to arbitration. He had 
given this subject many years’ attention, 
and every year brought a stronger convic­
tion of the desirability of bringing capital 
and labor as closely together as possible. 
(Applause. )

B. H. West expressed satisfaction at the 
brief explanations of ' the act given by the 
Premier and GoL Baker, and said he was 
only sorry that their speeches had not been 
longer. He felt that the Government and 
all who voted for the act were satisfied, as 
he was, that however wisely it might be 
carried out it would not solve the labor 
problem"; but when people could not get all 
they wished for they should take what 
they could get and ask*for more. (Laugh­
ter.) In hie attempt to study labor prob­
lems in this province he had found it al­
most impossible to get from a governmental 
source any useful data ; and he was 
pleased to find that it was one of 
the purposes of this act that the government 
should acquire and publish jAt such infor­
mation as was needed for a solution of the 
perplexing problem presented by capital 
and labor. It was not the intention of this 
meeting to divide the labor interests ; but 
he and many others like him who were from 
force of circumstances outside the pale of 
organized labor, believed that they had just 
as much right to be heard. (Applause.) 
He expressed pleasure that party politics 
had not so far been introduced into this 
meeting, and held that the workingmen, 
when a Government gave them a good act, 
should accept it without stopping to inquire 
about the politics of the members of that 
Government. (Applause.) Mr. West 
eluded a very interesting address by an 
advocacy of the single tax system as the 
best solution of the workingman’s problem.

After a pause, no one else coming forward 
to speak, Mr. West said he knew that there 
were many present who would like to hear 
more details of the act, and he asked if Col. 
Baker would not gratify them.

Col. Baker, in response, again took the 
platform and entered into an explanation of 
the manner in which the labor statistics 
were to be gathered and the use to be made 
of them. As to the council of concilia­
tion, it was intended to have represented in 
it every industry in the Province, and with 
that end 
the next 
lure
enlarging the council to make this possible. 
He explained why the act did not make it 
compulsory to accept the result of the arbi­
trations, but as it would be next to impost 
sible to compel either workingmen 
ployers to accept the decision of a board of 
arbitrators, it did not seem to be important 
what the act provided in that respect. 
Under the operation of such acts in Eng- 
land and elsewhere there had been a diminu­
tion of strikes, the worst evil of the work­
ingman. (Applause.) He suggested that 
in the resolution about to be put (and which 
had been already read by the Chairman), 
there could be inserted a danse providing 
for the co-operation of organized labor as 
well. (Applause.)

The Chairman also advised harmony be­
tween the two classes of labor, And that 
those who were already organized should try 
to bring in thèir fellow workingmen, and 
thus put themselves in the best position to 
go before the Government. He thought 
there was a great deal in the act which 
would be of the greatest benefit to all the 
workingmen of the Prôvihce. (Applause.)

Arthur Dutton explained the reason why 
organized labor demanded that they should 
have control of the collection of statistics 
in the cities. They wished to send the 
figures to Eastern Canada and the United 
States, so that people there would be fully 
posted as to the state of the labor market 
before coming out to settle. He argued in 
favor also of the demand that no alien labor 
should be allowed on government works, 
because no British subject would 
be permitted to work on gov­
ernment contracts in the United States. 
He contended that organized labor would 
never receive a benefit in this province 
that unorganized labor would not share. 
(Applause. ) He still believed that the reso­
lutions of the union labor conference were 
right, and had in hie possession documente 
which showed that the unions were going 
to stand by them. He said temperance 
men might just as well send distillers to 
parliament, as workingmen send •• dudes 
and doctors and lawyers ” to make laws for 
them. (Laughter.) Be stated that the 
workingmen had only two representatives 
in the present legislature—Mr. Keith and Mr. 
Forster from Nanaimo. He claimed that the 
bill if not administered by workingmen 
would be of little benefit to them. If the 
returns were to be compiled by represent­
atives of the merchants, what was to pre­
vent them from fixing them up to suit the 
merchant’s interests only. If the 
honest workingman in charge, he would re­
sign rather than carry out such instructions 
should he receive them, and would tell the 
public why he resigned.

Mr. West, asking the indulgence of the 
meeting while he again occupied the plat­
form, said that some remarks which had 
fallen from the lips of the' last speaker 
seemed to call for correction. He wished 
to remind this meeting that many of the 
best friends that labor ever had, had been 
bom aristocrats, and among these he in­
stanced Sir George Grey, in New 
Zealand, and Wendell Phillips in the 
United States. His ad vice to workingmen 

to take a map. as they found 
him, and according to what he endeavored 
to do for them, instead of rejecting hie 
assistance because he belonged to any par­
ticular class in society/ (Applause.)

Hon. Mr. Davie said if he might be ex­
cused for speaking again he wished to take 
strong exception to some of the remarks 
made by Mr.. Dutton. He had been sur­
prised to hear the language used by that 
gentleman respecting the members of the 
legislature, and the slighting way in which 
he had spoken of “ dudes, doctors and law­
yers.” As to the “ dudes,” whatever they 
might be, Mr. Dutton might be right ; but 
as-to the doctors and the lawyers, each of 
them had in society a place just as useful 
and honorable as that filled by anyone, and 
there was not a workingman in the audience 
who would not be glad at some time to 
claim their services. (Applause.) “ When 
he says,” continued Mr. Davie, “ that all 
the virtue in the world is monopolized by 
the workingmen, or that they or any other 
class are the only honest men in this place,
I say he is a demagogue, 
tells you that if a man belonging 
to any other close were appointed to 
compile the returns, he would falsify 
them, and he says that if a worki&gman 
were appointed to the office he would resign 
the billet if dissatisfied with the Instructions 
of his chief. I want to know whether 
Arthur Dutton, if he had a snug $100 or 
$125 a month, would be the first to hand in 
his resignation.” (Laughter and applause.) 
Mr. Davie reminded the meeting that at the 
opening of the labor conference the Govern­
ment stated that it was thk intention to ap­
point to the bureau one man from the ranks 
of labor and possibly two, but they had been 
met with the demand that the whole

staff should
one class. ____
could not grant any such demand. They 
were prepared to give organized labor fair 
play, but could not give them everything 
exclusively. (Applause.)

Mr. Dutton inquired if it was not so that 
he had asked for a representative of the 
organized workingmen.

Hon. Col. Baker rose in reply.
Mr. Dutton came to my office,” he said— 
“ the appointments were under considera­
tion then (laughter) —he assured me, ‘ Yen’ 
will have no difficulty with labor ; it will be 
with the employers.’ He was very friendly, 
and promised that he would always be 
glad to help in connection with the 
act. I asked him how I could get 
at some representative men amongst 
unorganized labor, and he said, ‘It is no 
use trying ; you know they won’t come.’ I 
see to-night they will come,” Col. Baker 
proceeded, looking at the great gathering 
before him. He believed it was at the in­
stigation of Mr. Dutton and of Mr. Keith, 
M.P.R., that the labor union conference had 
presented a set of resolutions which they 
well knew no Government could adopt.

Thé question having been asked from the 
audience while Col. Baker was speaking, 
‘‘What has the government ever done for 
the workingman ?” Hon. Mr. Davie rose to 
reply, enumerating a number of measures in 
a forcible speech, further reference to which 
space forbids. In this he stated that he 
hoped to have an opportunity here as in the 
upper country to address a few representa­
tive gatherings and to be able to satisfy his 
hearers as to the policy and performances of 
the government. He hoped the first of 
these meetings could >6e held in the 
future.

The Chairman then put the resolution 
handed to him, which read as follows :—

“ That in the opinion of this meeting of 
unorganized labor the act respecting the 
Bureau of Labor Statistics and Councils of 
Conciliation and Arbitration, if carried out 
would conduce to the interests of society 
generally ; therefore be it resolved that a 
committee of 
to confer with 
such suggestions as they may deem neces­
sary for the effectual carrying out of the 
act. Said committee to consist of J. Croker, 
plasterer ; W. J. Cleave, sealer ; W. P. 
Wineby, cabinet maker ; W. Harris, brick­
layer, and W. Turnbull, fireman.”

Hon. Mr. Davie suggested that some rep­
resentative of organized labor should be 
added, but Mr. Wineby explained that it 
was the intention that the committee named 
should conter with the union representa­
tives so as to work in harmony with them.

The Chairman then put the resolution and 
asked for the yeas and nays. A good 
ber of voices were heard on each aide, so to 
decide the matter he then asked for a show 
of hands, and as a result the resolution 
was carried.

The proceedings thus terminated and the 
audience dispersed.

be confined to that 
The Government of course BOARD OF TRADE COUNCIL, Midwinter Fair, in which, amongst

_____ other things, he said :
Our association, desiring to do honor to 

Regulations Favoring a Change In Canada, decided at its last meeting to erect 
the Pilotage System—How * building for a Canadian headquarters,ShipK CÏÏerT “dd madeto MT*

It would be appropriate and pleasing to our 
committee and to the many Canadians re­
siding in California, if your board could ar* 
ranae to exhibit in our Canadian building 
views of your city, and public building», 
together with portraits of your president, 
the mayor of yoifr city and other prominent 
men, it being our intention to adorn the 
walls of our Canadian headquarters with 
portraits of public men of Canada, and views 
of its public buildings and scenery.

“ It is the intention of our committee to 
arrange to celebrate a Canadian day during 
the exposition, when lacrosse matches ana 
other Canadian games will be arranged and 
made an attractive feature. The director- 
general of the California Midwinter Inter- 
national Exposition has promised 
tribute trophies and medals to be competed 
for, also a display of fireworks for the even- 
ing, and will render other valuable assist­
ance. Before selecting a day for such cele­
bration, we shall be pleased to receive sag- 
gestions from your Board as to what would 
be an appropriate day. We hope the 
British Columbia lacrosse team will make 
arrangements to be present. ”

The President reported the interview re- 
ceotly had with the Provincial Government, 
but said that so far no answer had been 
made to the request of the joint boards of 
trade.

On motion of Thos. Futcher, seconded by 
E. G. Prior, M.P., it was resolved that the 
writer should be notified of the action al­
ready taken by the board.

W. H. Ellis suggested, that apart from 
any action that the Government might take 
on behalf of the Province as a whole, the 
board should appoint a committee to devise 
some sensible system of advertising Victoria 
at San Francisco. In fact, he thought that 
this city might well adopt the plan of Port­
land and Seattle, which have boards of 
business men to attend to the advertising of 
those places everywhere.

Thos. Futcher agreed that something 
should be done in this direction. The mat­
ter was left over for the present.

A letter from Melbourne re the partici­
pation of British Columbia in the Tasmanian 
exhibition, was read and filed ; no further 
action being taken in view of the determin­
ation of the Dominion Government not to 
participate.

A letter from T. R. Smith, Consul for 
Belgium, called attention to the exhibition 
about to be held at Antwerp, an invitation 
to participate in which had just been accept­
ed by the Dominion Government. For par­
ticulars he referred those interested to the 
Department of Agriculture at Ottawa.

It was resolved that the letter be acknowl­
edged with thanks, Mr. Ward remarking 
that there was more advertising in exhibit­
ing at Antwerp than even at San Francisco.

The Provincial Secretary wrote in reply 
to a resolution of the board that the govern- 
ment regretted that it could not send a 
mineral exhibit to Santiago de .Chili.

A communication from Vernon asked in­
formation which might be useful in connec­
tion with the establishment of a board of 
trade there, and the secretary was requested’ 
to furnish it.

R. E. Gosnell, librarian, wrote asking 
copies of the annual reports of the board, 
for the Provincial lib-ary. It was resolved 
to grant the request when files are com- 
pie ted by procuring the reports of the first 
two years, 1878 ana 1879, now missing.

C. E- R _• u: moved, seconded by.A. L. 
Belyea, that

“ Whereas the mortgage tax Imposed by 
the Provincial Government is, in the opinion 
of this board, detrimental to the interests of 
this Province, being firstly dual taxation ; 
secondly, the cause that a higher rate of in- 
tereet on mortgages prevails here than in 
other parts of the Dominion ; thirdly, the 
reason that foreign investors have 
in Many instances avoided 
Columbia as

THE CONTRACTS AWARDED.

Construction of the New Provincial 
Buildings to Be Proceeded 

With Immediately.

The Interests of the Unorganized 
. Were Not Forgotten by the 

Government un-

A Cordial Invitation From San Fran­
cisco—About Advertising Vic­

toria—Yukon Interests.

“ When Provincial Contractors the Successful 
Tenderers—The Appropriation 

Sufficient

Politics in the Union Labor Confer­
ence—The New Bureau Cor­

dially Endorsed.
)

The council of the B. C. Board of Trade 
met yesterday morning, the president A. C. 
Flumerfelt, in the chair, and Thos. Earle, 
M.P., E. G. Prior, M.P., Robt. Ward, H. 
F. Heisterman, E. B. Marvin, H. E. Con- 
non, D. R. Ker, W. H. Ellis, T. Futcher, 
C. E. Renouf, J. S. Todd, A. L. Belyea, 
and F. El worthy, secretary, also present.

The first business considered was a letter 
from Capt. William Moore on the subject of 
the Yukon district, in which he has taken

Very considerable interest has been mani­
fested during the past few weeks in the out­
come of the competition in the various, 
trades for the construction of the new Pro­
vincial Government buildings in this city ; 
and natural curiosity was excited as to 
whether or not local firms stood any chance 
of success against the big contractors of the 
United States and Eastern Canada. There 
were in all upwards of 250 bids for the vari­
ons branches of the work, and the result, 
announced yesterday, show that the local 
men had the very beat chance—they were 
successful. The names of the fortunate con­
tractors, and the several departments of 
the work which they will undertake, 
given below :

For the Masons’ work—Frederick Adams.
For the Carpenters’ work—Bishop & Sher- 

bourne.
For the Plasterers’ work—Richard Drake.
For the Coppersmiths’ work—W. H. Perry.
For the Plumbers’ work—H. T. Flett.
For the Ironfoundera’ work—The Albion Iron 

Works Co.
For the Painters’ work—K. Spillman.
These contractors or firms are all of Vic­

toria with the exception of Mr. Spillman, 
who resides at Vancouver. The amount at 
which the several contracts were awarded is 
not made public, but the aggregate is well 
within the appropriation. Work is to be 
commenced immediately and continued with 
all possible expedition until the completion 
of the new buildings, which will be doubly 
creditable to British Columbia, being the 
work of her own builders.

An attendance which left standing room 
only in the City Hall was the response last 
evening to the advertised invitation for a 
meeting of all non-union mechanics and 
laborers, for the purpose of considering the 
advisability of forming a deputation repre­
senting the different branches of trade and 
labor to wait upon the Government for in­
formation in reference to the working of 
the bureau of labor statistics and councils 
of conciliation and arbitration, 
meeting lasted two hours and a 
half and proved very interesting.

Aid. Bragg, by request, took the chair, 
and explained the objects of the meeting. 
He said that since he had found that the 
promoters had no desi^whatever to get 
the workingmen of the city into conflict, he 
thought the meeting was a very good idea. 
He spoke of the desirability of Capital and 
labor working in harmony with one another, 
and hoped that this evening’s gathering 
would help to bring this about. He was 
glad to notice from the programme placed 
in his hands that no party politics should be 
allowed.

W. P. Winsby explained that his object 
in getting up the meeting was to re-unite 
organized and unorganized labor. He saw 
some members of the Government present 
and hoped they would explain the working 
of the act and the intentions of the Govern­
ment.

Hon. Theodore Davie, having been called 
upon by the chairman, then took the plat- 
form. The Premier said he would refrain 
from explaining the bill himself, as his col­
league, Hon. Col. Baker, who was 
the author of the measure, was pres­
ent and could give a much better 
explanation. He would, however, state 
some of his own views on the matter, and 
firstly with reference to the conference to 
discuss this act held recently in this city. 
The Government had been criticised in 
some of the newspapers for having singled 
out organized labor to attend at this confer­
ence, and thus ignored the workingmen who 
were not organized. This he declared to be 
a wrong assumption. The intention of the 
Government was to have an informal, 
friendly chat with members of the working 
classes. As the men who formed unions 
were the easiest to get at, the invitations 
were first sent out to them, but the inten­
tion was to afterwards confer with those not 
represented at the union conference. 
Some correspondence which he had would 
show the idea of the Government in this 
connection. These letters he proceeded to 
read. The first was from W. P. Winsby, 
secretary Court Northern Light No. 5935 
AO.F., addressed to the deputy commis­
sioner of labor statistics on the 20th Novem­
ber. In it he said :

“ By the invitations issued to the trade 
unions only it is generally "admitted 

1 that the majority of workingmen in Victoria 
* will not be represented at the conference to 

be held on the 25th inst, Although the 
Ancient Order of-Foresters, with about 400 
members in Victoria, is not strictly 
speaking a labor organization, it is 
largely composed of workingmen, many 
of whom are not members of any 
trade union and consequently will have no 
representative. I am requested by several 
of oar members to respectfully ask for per- 
mission to be present at the conference.”

Realizing, said Mr. Davie, the importance 
of having such a body as the Ancient Order 
of Foresters represented, whether or not the 
members belonged to any unions, the deputy 
commissioner by authority wrote ,in reply 
as follows :

“ The Government recognizes that a very 
large and influential portion of the working­
men are not represented through trades 
unions ; and the executive look forward to 
having the opportunity later of meeting 
them and of ascertaining their views and 
securing their cooperation in the work of the 
Bureau of Labor Statistics and of the Conn 
cils of Conciliation and Arbitration. It will 
be satisfactory that so important an 
organization as the “ Ancient Order of 
Foresters should send a delegate to be 
present at the conference on the 25th inst., 
and I shall be glad to have you name the 
gentlemen your society may choose as your 
representative.”

This letter, said Mr. Davie, was written 
on the 21st November, four days before the 
conference, and plainly stated, as would be 
observed, that it was the intention of the 
government to confer later on with those 
outside the unions. A further communica­
tion from Court Northern Light stated that 
W. P. Wineby had been appointed a dele­
gate to represent the 
at the conference, 
correct another statement that had been 
made—that he had strenuously resisted the 
admission of reporters, and quoted the 
statement made by the representatives of 
the delegates that at his (Mr. Davie’s) sug- 

- gestion the reporters had been sent for 
when the meeting expressed a desire for the 
attendance of the press. He thought the 
public had not lost anything by the fact 
that the discussion or rather the state­
ments made after the resolutions were 
presented had net been reported, 
for these statements were not such, 
he thought, as would meet with 
general approval It was declared, for 
instance, that it would be a good thing for 
the Government to adopt the resolutions, 
and that if they were not adopted, why, 
that the Government would be turned out. 
(Laughter.) It did not take the executive 
long to decide upon their answer, for 
they recognized that they were not 
in office for the benefit of one 
°las»—that they were to employ their 
energies for the benefit of the masses (ap­
plause), and having this conviction, they 
were quite prepared to stand by it. He felt 
he spoke for all his colleagues as well as his 
own sentiments, when hesaid that juntas soon 
as they could not carry on the government 
far the general public benefit they would 
gladly relinquish the reins of office. He de­
clared that in introducing the bill establish- 
ing the bureau of labor statistics and the 
oounoilk of arbitration and conciliation, the 
Government had no political design what­
ever, and aimed solely at the welfare of the 
workingman.

Hon. Col. Baker gave a comprehensive 
explanation of the origin of the act under 
discussion, and of the steps taken since its 
passage to make its provisions known to 
those whom it was intended to serve, and 
to obtain their views upon it. He deplored 
the introduction of politics into the disons- 
sion of the measure, and said that he was 
not altogether surprised that no good result 
had followed the recent conference when he 
found that the chief speaker there was a 
leader of the political Opposition in the

to oon-

The a life-long interest. In 1888, when Capt. 
Moore called attention to the matter, a me­
morial was addressed by the board to the 
Provincial and Dominion governments, with 
a view to securing a road and bonding priv­
ileges, but nothing resulted. In his present 
letter he says :

“ The recent discoveries of new

are

:i
diggings

in that district, especially on Miller’s 
creek, have awakened fresh interest among 
miners and prospectors, and will attract a 
large addition to the population during the 
next season, the fixed number of inhabitants 
there being at the present time about 400, 
exclusive of Indians. The district at the 
present is supplied with provisions, etc, 
which are shipped up from San Fran­
cisco to St. Michael’s and thence 
up the Yukon river to the diggings. * • 
Under the present circumstances, the mer­
chants and traders of this Province are prac­
tically debarred from competing for any 
portion of the trade of the district, as there 
are no shipping facilities from our ports to 
the mouth of the Yukon river, nor is there 
likely to be so long as the Alaska Commer­
cial Company enjoys the monopoly of this 
business. If the required road were con­
structed and bonding privileges for the same 
secured, this would practically bring the. 
navigable waters of the Yukon river within 
six days’ travel from Victoria, and lines of 
steamers would find remunerative employ­
ment in the carrying trade for a large por­
tion of the district referred to. 
no success should be met with in securing a 
promise for the construction of the proposed 
road as a government undertaking, then I 
would suggest that a recommendation be 
made for letting the construction of it out 
to public competition, under the toll charter 
system, as was done in the esse of the 
Caesiar trail built by me in 1873.”

After a general discussion, in which all 
the speakers agreed on the importance of 
the subject, the letter was referred to a 
committee consisting of M. T. Johnston, 
Thomas Earle, M.P„ and E. G. Prior, M. 
P., for consideration and report.

A communication frees the Hamilton 
Board of Trade requested the co-operation 
of the R.C. Board in securing a general 
two-oent postal rate. The meeting endorsed 
the proposition “if found practicable,” this 
proviso being added in view of the gener­
ally expressed opinion that the Government 
would not be justified in incurring a farther 
deficit in the post office accounts by reduc­
ing the postal rates.

Robert Ward introduced the subject of a 
proposed re-arrangement of the pilotage 
affairs of the Province, and read a series of 
regulations on the subject prepared in 1881, 
by the pilotage commissioners, which he 
thought would be quite applicable at pre­
sent. Originally, he pointed out, there was 
bnt one pilotage authority in the Province, 
but the Burrard Inlet and Nanaimo die- 
triots had since been/added, so that now 
there were three different scales of fees and 
three different classes of pilots. There was 
no doubt that it would be to the advan­
tage of the shipping of the Province to have 
only one pilotage system, and, though the 
Dominion Government had taken the mat­
ter up with a view to securing a change, a 
deplorable feeling of sectionalism had shown 
itself in a marked way ; Vancouver had ex­
pressed a willingness to come to some bet­
ter arrangement, if Nanaimo would do the 
same, but unfortunately Nanaimo refused. 
On Puget Sound there were no pilotage fees 
at all, bnt vessels coming into Canadian 
waters had to take on a pilot before calling 
at Victoria and another to take them to 
Vancouver or Nanaimo, and the charges 
were thus very heavy. Besides there was a 
lack of proper control, of which 
of the San Pedro furnished an example. In 
that instance the vessel was in 
Nanaimo pilot not responsible 
toria commissioners, and though the Nanai­
mo board hai inflicted a small penalty on 
the pilot, they really had no authority to do 
so, as the offence was committed out of 
their jurisdiction. If the different pilotage 
authorities could not be brought to 
feel that the country’s interests de­

manded’ an amalgamation, then the 
government should take hold of and deal 
with the matter. Capt. Gaudin had been 
authorized to interview the pilotage authori­
ties and the boards of trade on the subject, 
and had yesterday discussed the matter 
with the speaker and Mr. Flumerfelt, with 
the result that the board would be asked to 
pass a resolution on the subject. In illustra­
tion of the needlessly heavy charge on ship, 
ping, he stated that the Nanaimo pilots 
made about $4,000 a year, and those at Vic­
toria about $3,500. The regulations which 
he suggested provided as follows ; That 
each district should have control of all pilot­
age fees earned withih it ; that each pilot 
should be amenable to the lawful authorities 
wherever carrying on his occupation ; and 
that pilots at present engaged in any of the 
three districts should be accepted by 
each, but that in future pilots must 
pass examinations showing their qualifica­
tion for duty in all three. Disputes to be 
referred to a board composed of one repre­
sentative from each district, and the rates 
fixed by the local authorities to be appeal- 
able to the central board. Suspensions to 
apply to all districts ; and no addition to 
be made to the number of pilots without the 
consent of all districts. It had been pro­
posed by the Marine department that upon 
amalgamation the pilots should- have a 
steam pilot boat to cruise in the straits, be­
cause wnen the Williams Head quarantine 
Station is finished it will be necessary for 
all steamers to pall there.

After a general discussion the Council 
•unanimously passed this resolution, moved 
by C. E. Renouf, seconded by Thomas 
Futcher ;

“ That this board reaffirms its opinion re­
garding the urgent desirability of placing 
the varions pilotage systems of the Province 
upon a basis consistent with uniformity and 
thorough efficiency, and that «reform either 
by amalgamation or consolidation of the 
pilotage authorities as at present constituted 
would extend facilities and promote attrac­
tions to shipping and commerce in British 
Columbia waters, and that a copy of this 
resolution be forwarded to Captain Gaudin.”

The secretary read a letter from the secre­
tary of tiie Canadian auxiliary committee of
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THE “VICTORIA” ARRIVES.

In case
Latest News From the Land of4he 

Chrysanthemum—Sealing ^ 
News and Notes.

nun-
or em-

Terrifie Storms on the Japanese 
Coast—Consul Kite’s Mis­

sion Home. :THE CITY.
Owing to the Crowded condition of the 

outer wharves yesterday, the N. P. R. 
steamship Victoria", Capt. Panton, was 
able to find a berth immediately upon ar­
riving from the Orient, and was obliged to 
remain a short distance off shore until the 
Queen made room for her by leaving port.
The Victoria’s trip was not quite as fast » 
one as she generally makes, notwithstand­
ing the fact that she was docked before 
leaving Hongkong for cleaning, but her en­
gines were not worked at their full speed 
coming screes and this accounts for her ar­
riving a little late.

As cargo the Victoria brought 3,480 tons , 
of general merchandise, 650 tons of which 
will be landed at Victoria before the ship 
proceeds to Taooma this morning. Of the 
passengers there were about 125 steerage, 
including 57 Chinese and 36 Japanese for 
this city. Among her cabin passengers were 
Mrs. Tilloteon, wife of the retiring U. S. 
consul at Yokohama, who will probably re­
turn home on the next steamer, her two 
children, and Mr. Milbrath, who has acted 
as inspector of steamships in the Japanese 
navy for the past eight years, and 
who is returning home to the old country.
Mr. Hall, one of the ship’s 
engineers, who is a well-known Victorian, 
left the steamer at Hong Kong with the ex­
pectation of going on another vessel plying 
on the China coast. None of the Victoria’s 
crew could give any late information rela­
tive to the trial of the sealing schooner 
Maud 3 at Yokohama, but on the day they 
left that port the American schooner Ana­
conda went to sea and the Aurora was lying 
at anchor there. A Russian squadron, 
sisting of the Admiral Kormloff, the Raz- 
boyink and the Zabiaka, arrived in Yoko­
hama last month, and it is thought that 
these vessels will be the protectors of Rus­
sian sealing interests in the coast waters 
next year.

The following clippings are from the No­
vember files of the Japan Mail, Yokohama, 
during, November : “ A heavy gale of wind 
was experienced in Shimane prefecture on 
the night of the 10th instant, and great 
damage was caused to property, and at 
Yama-gun several persons lost their lives.
A small steam vessel returning from Matsu 
was overtaken by the storm, and after labor­
ing heavily for some time the cargo shifted, 
and the craft finally foundered in four 
fathoms,"only 35 out of 64 passengers being 
saved. The engineer of the vessel is to be 
prosecuted for culpable homicide in connec­
tion with bad stowage of the cargo.

“ Mr. Kite, consul in Victoria, (B.C.), 
who returned home lately, will pay a visit 
to this town on the 5th proximo. He in­
tends travelling through those districts 
"whence many of the emigrants 
come, and to deliver addresses

This American warships Philadelphia and 
Adams are at Nanaimo.

The meeting of the shareholders of the 
Thunder Hill Mining company, which was 
to have been held last evening, stands post­
poned for one week.

Mb. John Couohlan has been elected a 
director of the National Electric Tramway 
A Lighting company, Ltd., vice Hon. D. 
W. Higgins, resigned.

JThe funeral of the late Robert Ramsay 
took place yesterday afternoon, the services 
being conducted by Rev. Canon Beanlands 
at Christ Church Cathedral

A well attended meeting of Northern 
oanners was helcTat the Driard yesterday 
for the discussion of matters of vital inter­
est to their particular locality.

The annual election of officers of the 
Y.P.S.C.E. of the First Presbyterian church 
took place last evening, resulting as follows : 
J. A. McIntosh, president ; Mrs. Kinnard, 
vice-president ; Miss Wilson, secretary, and 
Mr. Hay, treasurer.

Fort street mourns the loss of another of 
its pioneer residents in the death of Mrs. 
Ellen Liddell, who passed away last even­
ing^ The deceased lady leaves several of a 
family in the city, among whom is a son, 
Mr. Robert Liddell of the Provincial jail 
Due notice will be given of the funeral in a 
subsequent issue of this paper.
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a field for investment ;

“ Be it resolved, That the attention of the 
Hon. the Minister of Finance be called to 
the question, with the hope that he may 
give the matter his valued consideration, 
and at the next session of the Legislature he 
may introduce such measures as may be 
necessary to repeal same ;

“ That a copy of this resolution be for­
warded to all the boards of trade through­
out this Province, together with a communi­
cation soliciting their oo-operation in this 
matter, and that a copy of this resolution 
be also sent to the members of the Legisla­
ture for the city.”

The mover pointed out the injustice 
caused to the borrowers by the operation of 
the act ; and the seconder said that to his 
knowledge the Government received only a 
small proportion of the amount which bor­
rowers had to pay, because the lenders took 
the risk of keeping the mortgages in their 
safes rather than registering them, to avoid 
payment of the tax, though they had them­
selves collected it. r~ 
adopted.

During an interval in the business the 
council listened to an address .from Mr. 
Twigg, a visitor to the city, who is deeply 
interested in the monetary problem, and 
urged that the Board should send a petition 
to the English Government in favor of the

s
;

Warden Moresby, of the New West­
minster jail, arrived over yesterday with 
the prisoner Stroebel, who will to-day be 
placed on his trial for the Huntingdon mur­
der, in which case a change of venue from 
Westminster to this city was granted. ThO 
authorities announce that the case has 
been materially strengthened since the for­
mer trial, in which the jury could not 
agree.
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The resolution was"Yesterday afternoon Herbert Pendray, 

the young son of Mr. W. J. Pendray, stop- 
ped on the street to examine a 22 calibre 
Flobert rifle belonging to a companion 
named Harry Redfern. In some way the 
rifle was discharged, the bullet striking 
Pendray in the breast, penetrating his lungs. 
The lad is now lying in a very precarious 
condition at his home, the medical men who 
were called in, advising him to be kept per­
fectly quiet, owing to the dangerous nature 
of the wound.

A. O. F. 
He wished to

establishment of bimetallism, and for free 
coinage, tor which the Vancouver Board had 
already promised, at his instance, to peti­
tion.

A dispatch from Halifax announces that 
112 men and three officers for the warships 
in Eequimalt have arrived there from Eng­
land in the troopship Tyne. These are the 
supernumeraries for whom H.M.8.Royal Ar­
thur know waiting atVanoouver before leav­
ing on her Southern cruise. They will arrive 
in the Terminal City about the beginning of 
next week, and the flagship upon receiving 
them will probably return to Esquimau ana 
then go to sea. The Tyne came by way of 
Madeira and Bermuda.

John Lee and Ed. McCann were two 
occupants of the Police court dock yesterday, 
both being charged with petty larceny. 
Lee helped himself to a $1 oilskin from in 
front of Cameron’s clothing store, put it on 
and walked away ; McCann selected a $10 
waterproof hanging at 3. Reid’s door, de­
stroyed the price ticket and gave the coat 
to a friend to carry. Lee pleaded guilty, 
explained that he was drunk and had no in­
tention of stealing and got a month ; Mc­
Cann pleaded guilty, explained that he was 
drunk and had no intention of stealing, and 
got three months.

Christian Petersen, the circumstances of 
whose arrest at Shoal Bay have already been 
fully described, was yssterday brought in 
from the Provincial jail to the City Polios 
court, where he was formally arraigned for 
the burglary committed on the night of 
November 30 at Grice A Co.’s grocery. 
Cans of mincemeat, jams and other luxuries, 
candy, butter, oranges and a miscellaneous 
collection of other articles were produced in 
evidence and" identified first as goods stolen 
from Grice A Co.'a store, and secondly by 
Officer Hutchinson, as found in the prison­
er’s possession. Petersen reserved any state­
ment in defence and was committed for 
trial

Ole Olsen, Tim Tim son and Hans Nelson 
form a trio of Swedes who were out for a 
little celebration on Monday night ; Timson 
and Nelson are now under arrest charged 
with the theft of a watch from the party of 
the third part—Ole Olsen. The latter met
Constable Cameron during the night and in­
formed him that his two companions had 
stolen hk watch. Cameron promptly 
looked them up and located them on Herald 
street. He called to them to stop, that 
they were wanted, and they at once started 
from him on a run. The constable threat­
ened to send a shot after them and they 
then allowed themselves to be arrested. 
When searched at the police station no 
watch was found in the possession of either; 
a look over the soene of the arrest, however, 
revealed the missing timepiece 
apparently been dropped intentionally. Ole 
Olsen was not on hand when the-police 
court was In session and the case will there­
fore come up to-day.

The sealing schooner Victoria, with her 
equipment, has been offered for sale by 
tender, the mortgagees inviting bids until 
the 20th inst.
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of those laborers who may be thinking of 
following in their steps. A late report 
from Mr. Uzuta, consul at San Francisco, 
has reached the Meiji Emigration Company 
stating that of late the demand for Japanese 
laborers appears to be rather active as they 
work willingly at lower wages than Euro­
peans, or even Chinese. However, he re­
minded the agents that no emigrants would 
be allowed to land at that port.

“ The Choya Shimbun reports that the 
great increase seen in the export of silk 
each year, has attracted the attention of 
some Japanese capitalists, who regret that 
so much profitable business should be in the 
hands of foreigners. It has accordingly 
been decided by influential men in Tokyo 
and Yokohama to eetablkh a direct silk 
export company. ”

m

»
(Applause ) He Johnnie, a Duncan Indian, who had been 

arrested by Constable Cameron for having 
intoxicants in hk possession, distinguished 
himself as an orator in the City Police 
court yesterday, taking as hk subject the 
manifold iniquities of the white man, and 
illustrating hk Chinook with eloquent ges­
tures and gutteral exclamation points. The 
burden of bk defence was that, admitting 
that a quart bottle of rye whkkey and a 
pint ditto of Old Tom gin were found in hk 
pocket, it was the Indian’s land—the home 
of hk forefathers—and the white man had 

it to be in it for the purpose (1) of 
.ingliquor to the red man, shd (2) of 

takhig him to the skookum house—$26 and 
cosh or thirty days. .

San Francisco, Deo. 4.—The managers
and proprietors of the leading hotek have 
been interviewed concerning the rates to be 
charged during the Midwinter Fait season. 
They declare that the existing rates will not 
be changed, and that will be no reason for 
visitors to the city during the Fair season to 
complain of extortion.
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a Columbia and Puget 
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rt. The Queen did not 
loo at her usual time 
but waited three hours 
she Yosemite with fifty 
p over the C.P.R. from 
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The cabin passengers 
James Dunsmuir, W. 

B. Harney, F. C. Jones, 
eus J. Bates, E. B. 
E. J. Bourn and wife, 
k H. Caiman, F. Craig, 
L Willett, Mrs. C. H. 
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