
tErHE COMMERCIAL.

wlmo have colloctcd around tho sanie, and
have modo a misarablo failuro, if nlot a
fraud, of whait, miglit have been a profit-
able and valuable North-westcra industry.
To mnake it tho latter, lioever, the efforts
cf honost oarnest wiorkers is nccessary,
snd nlot thre schomes of idie and and irre-
-spoxîsiblo adventurcrs, the butt out of tho
late real estate boom, and tho secenings
of castoru gambling circles.

It is necessary to takeo very precaution
at present agamnst coal rniiîing falling intu
similar hauds. Vast fields of tho saine
are nùw penotrated by tho O.P.R., and
and akould t.hoy faI! undor sucli unscru-
pulous managemen% they wouli bu a ourse
instead cf a blessing te tie Northî west.
The Dominion Government *Xn aid greatly
iri prventing sucli an undesirabie resuit
by framing wise mining regulations, and
exercising reasonablo caution in the grant-
iag cf mining charters, and it is te be
hoped that they will foui wv sucli a course.

The business men cf the Northi-west,
howevor, eau greatly bupplemont theso ef-
forts cf the Government, by devoting
seine cf their attention and funds towards
legitimate developmcnt cf our coal re
sources. Jn this work tiicy are laying

* the foundation cf tlîo country's future iii.
dustrial greatness, and mining com panies
forned cf mon dircctly intercsted in the
progressof this grer.t work, vili bc best
able te guide and build Up %vhat must yet
beconie a great industry in the North-
west.

SOUIND THE LAHD'S PRAISE.
Manitoba and the North-woess arei every

year being .more permanently broughit hoe-
fore the attention cf the people cf older
lands. This year xnany distinguishied vi-
sitors have passed through the country,-
and have thus had an opportunity cf judg
ing for themselves as te the vastine.s cf
its resources. These visitors %vere net
from Gr.eat Britain alone, but the old set-
tied countries cf Europe bave sent some
.of the most distinguished cf thoir nobility
te view theglories cf the vvondrous North
w-es& Wliether frein the stai?, cld Vater
land or.hailing £rom, sprightlier La Belle
Franco, -they aIl returneci vith the unani-
ma-ous opinion that thcugh they lîad read
ràucli and hecard in other ways of the
couutry, stili the iaif, liad not. been told
thei. 'V1sit% froin reprmscntative men,
-who returit and tell their people, xhat tlbey
have seon in thoir tr-avels is the Most pow
erful advertising agent tîiat çan be brouglit

te bear,and Inay U~ expectcd te b~rin" forth
ricli fruit in directing thectidcoofenigration
te our prairie land. Our Anierican friends
vlîo liave visited the country in sucli large

nu:j.bers this scason liave aise rcturned
%vitfi greatly enlarged ideas cf the land.
This is ainl.1y ovidenced by the maainer ini
whkch suzze cf tho ino.st intelligent carres
ponde.its cf leading, Amnerican jeurnais
have spoken r 'gardiig it. Thoy are ho
corning impressed vvitlî the fact and te re
alize that although there is a v-ast amount
of rali territory oxer vvhich the Stars and
Stripes float, the old 'r.ion Jack is not
v'cry fat behid cithor in extent; cf landor
fertility cf soi]. There lias tlîus been fos-
tered a friendly fee ling between the tvo
nations ly ing side by side, which cannot
but provea betnoficial te us on tire Northern
side cf the 49t1î parallel, and vvill at the
sunie, tiine do our neiglibors south cf that
irnaginary hine no harni. There is no
doubt cf it, tlîe eyes cf tlîo civilized world
arc, to-ay directed vvith an attention
nov or beforo equalled towards the North
west. Tire splQndid crop cf timis; year,
unequnlled anywherc in the wvorld -vil1
serve te rivet that attention anci drav
like a mighty magnet thousancis upoii
thousaîids tin our iinag(niifient country
duî'ing the coming year.

CANADIAN SIIIPPING AND RAILWAYS.
Unless ancsite dovvn an(l studies rare

fully tho statisties connected vvith the
shipping trade and railway business cf this
country, it is impossible to form any idpa
as te tIre vast dimensions they are assuni-
ing. Piron smnall beginn 'ings thoy have
attained to gigantic proportions. With
splendid ports in which tue largest vos-
sels afloat can ride at case on bath the
Pacifie and Atlantic coast, and connocted
by a continuous iron banad cf rai1lway, and
aIl on aur territory, it seems as if Canada
were only venturing an the thresmold cf
wliat is te ho hier grand destiny in the
future. Thre inexhaustiblo rescurces cf
lier soil are only in tho infancy cf thîcir
deveicpmnent Over tire parallel lines cf
steel %vhichi span the continent on canan
dian ground must ultimately pass the-
gr2at tide of commerce hetvvccn Asia and
Europe. The Canadian Pacifie Railway,
from its geographical position must incvi-
hly, se soan as campleted, ho the great
highîway cf commerce betwcen tire oppo-
site sides cf the globe. The port n-earcst
tW the Pacifie on the Atlan tic side is 1Mon-
t.real, .and it is aise, neare.r ,te apy Asiatic

port tlian Nev York The distwnce froni
Liverpo1 ol to Yokohanma, hy Nvay of Mon-
traal avd thr eanadian Pacifie «Railway,
is 11,019 miles, wvhich via Npw York anid
San Franciseo, it is 12,03S miles, anad
vautage of 1,019 miles iii favor of the-
Canadian routp Fromn other principal
European pnrth the advantage is cerres-
pondingly great Tu tlîis ngA of tho wcrld,
wvheii time inpans nioney in a greatersenso
than at any other perind in its history,
the route qnffiring the nMost rapid transit
miust of necessity attraet the nîajrority of
traffic. The extensive improvements that
are also bc!ng made on our inland water-:
wvays vvill also, serve to provide, cheaper
aind more rapid transportation than *by
any otiier route that can ho projcctcd.
Thon further wlx -i tii, lTudson's Bay
route is opened Up the east and %vestw~ill
ho brought still more elostely togetier
with sucli opportunitifs an-d ail circum-
stances favorable as tue Most patriotie
could Nvish for, Canada and especially th1e
North west must hecome the theatre upon
,%vhichi wiII be transacteci the commerce of
the world. Itcvv important it is thon
that no stone should beleft unturned to
hoe in éver'y way proparedl for the Nvork
that lies linfore us se soon as all tho oi-
(litions rnentioned art, fulfilîcil. The Do-
minion now lias the fourth place iii the
mprehant marine of the Nvoril, and oery-
thing promises that she will soon takeo a
position second only to the Mother coun-
try herseif.

THE CROPS.
Great fears have heen entertaine«l as'to

vvhat the effeet of the frost' during 'the
latter part of last 'rock vould, be. So far
as this province is concerned ne severe
dataage so fftr as can be lcarned las 'been
done. Tho only place 'whero there zvas
any damage patiicularly to bo dreaded-
Wvs in eàsterrn districte of southeen ai
toba and iii some sect ions south-west of-
Portage la Prairie. Thirough;I the Nrh
western States the corn crop bias 'been
badi', danmaged, and fromù maity sectio'ns
of Ontario rêport3 corne of grcat cvil ho- -

.îngr «%rougbit. The neighborhooa nf-Lonî-ý
don seems to have heon especia1ly' ulife' ý
tun-ate., ManitobaLs have g«oodYias'ùô-'
congratulate themselves on having se éf
escaped the scouge.

Far north à 'this coixntry Miay We there
is in its peculiar situation tliat ývhieh 7giies,
it an iinnunity fromn frost notenjoyed by'
corntries situat-ed in ?ioWer Jatitude'à,
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