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wha have collected around the same, and
have made a miscrable failure, if not a
fraud, of what might have been a profit-
able and valuable North-western industry.
To make it tho latter, however, thecfforts
of honest earnest workers is neccessary,
-and not the schemes of idle and and irre-
-gponsible adventurers, the butt out of the
late real estato boom, and the screcnings
of eastern gambling circles.

It is necessary to take every precaution
at present agamst coal mining falling iato
similar hauds. Vast fields of the same
are now nenetrated by the G.P.R., and
and should they fall under such unscru-
pulous management, they would be a curse
iustead of a blessing to the North west.
The Dominion Government can aid greatly
in preventing such an undesirable result
by framing wise mining regulations, and
exercising reasonable caution in the grant-
ing of mining charters, aud it is to be
hoped that they will foll- w such a course.

The business men of the North-west,
however, can greatly supplement these ef-
forts of the Government, by devoting
some of their attention and funds towards
legitimate development, of our coal re
sources. In this work they are laying
the foundation of the country’s future in-
dustrial greatuess, and mining companies
formed of men dircetly interested in the
progress.of this grest work, will Le Lest
able to guide and build up what must yet
become a great industry in the North-
west

SOUND THE LAND'S PRAISE.

Manitoba and the North-west are every
year being.more permanently brought be-
fore the attention of the people of older
lands. This year many distinguished vi-
sitors have passed through the country,
and have thus had an opportunity of judg
ing. for themselves as to the vastness of
its resources. These visitors were not
from Great Britain alone, but the old set-

“tied countries of Europe have sent some
.of the most distinguished of their nobility
to view the glories of the wondrous North
west. Whether from the staid old Vater
land or.hailing from. sprightlier La Belle
France, they all returnea with the unani-
raous opinion that though they had read
much and heard in other ways of the
country, still tlie half had not been told
thew, Vasits from reprosentative men,
who retur: and tell their people. #hat they
‘have seen intheir travels is the most pow
erful advertising agent that can be brought

-

to bear,and may Le expected to Lring forth
rich fruit in directing thetidcof emigration
to our prairic Jand. Our American friends
who have visited the country in such large
nuibers this scason have also returned

'with greatly enlarged fdeas of tho land.

This is amply evidenced by the 1aanner in
which sume of the most intelligent corves
pondeats of leading, American journais
have spoken r'garding it. Thoy are be
coming impressed with the fact and to re
alize that although there is a vast amount
of rich territory over which the Stars and
Stripes float, the old Urion Jack is not
very far behind cither in extent of landor
fertility of soil. There has thus been fos
tered o friendly feeling between the two
nations lying side by side, which cannot
but prove beneficial to us on the Northern
side of the 49th parallel, and will at the
same time do our neighbors south of that
imaginary line no harm. There is no
doubt of it, the eyes of the civilized world
are to-day directed with an attention
never before equalled towards the North
west, The splendid crop of this year,
unequolled anywhere in the world—will
serve to rivet that attention and draw
like a mighty magnet thousands upon
thousands to our wmagnificent country
during the coming year.

CANADIAN SHIPPING AND RAILWAYS

Unless one sits down and studics care
fully the statistics connected with the
shipping trade and railway business of this
country, it is impossible to form any idea
as to the vast dimensions they are assum-
ing. From small beginnings they have
attained to gigantic proportions. With
splendid ports in which the largest ves-
sels afloat can ride at ease on both the
Pacific and Atlantic coast, and connected
by a continuous iron band of railway, and
all on our territory, it seems as if Canada
were only venturing on the threshold of

~what is to be her grand destiny in the

future. The inexhaustible resources of
her soil are only in the infancy of their
development. Over the parallel lines of

steel which span.the continent on Cana--
dian ground must ultimately pass the-

great tide of commerce between Asia and
Europe. The Canadian Pacific Railway,
from its geographical position must inevi-
bly, so soon as completed, be the great
highway of commerce between the oppo-

site sides of the g]obe. The port nearest

to the Pacific on the Atlantic side is Mon-

treal, .and it is also neaver to any Asiatic

port than New York  The distance from
Liverpcol to Yokohama, by way of Men-
treal avd the Canadian Pacific Railway,
is 11,019 miles, which via New York and
San Francisco, it is 12,038 wiles, an ad-
vantage of 1,019 miles in favor of the
Canadian route  Trom other principal
European ports the advantage is corres-
pondingly great. Tu this age of the world,
when time means money in a greatersense
than at any other period in its history,
the route offering the most rapid transit
must of necessity attract the majority of
traffic. ‘The extensive improvements that
are also being made on our inland water:
ways will also serve to provide cheaper
and more rapid transportation than by
any other route that can be projected.
Then further wh+ th> Hudson’s Bay
route is opened up the east and west will
be brought still more closely together
with such opportunities and all circum-
stances favorahle as the most patriotic
could wish for, Canada and especially the
North west must become the theatre upon
which will be transacted the commerce of
the world. How important it is then
that no stone should be-left unturned to
bein every way prepared for the work
that lies before us so soon as all the con-
ditions mentioned are fulfilled. The Do-
minion now has the fourth place in the
merchant marine of the world, and every-
thing promises that she will soon take a
position second only to the ¥other coun-
try herself, :
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"~ THE CROPS.

Great fears have been entertained ds to
what the effect of the frost " during the
latter part of last week would be. So far
as this province is concerned no severe
dataage so far as can be learned has been
done. The only place where there was
any damage patiicularly to be dreaded:
was in eastern districts of southern Mamb .
toba and in some sections south-west of-
Portage la Prairie. Through the North-
westérn States the corn crop has been -
badly damaged, and from mauny sections :
of Ontario reports come of great ovil De--
ang wrought.  The neighbiorhood of Lo
don seems to have been especially unfoe’
tunate.? 2Janitobavs have good reason -
confrmtulate themselves on having so well
escaped the scouge- -

Far north as ‘this country may be thiere ¢
is in its peculiar situation that which gives-
it an immunity from frost not.enjoyéd by
covntries situated in lower latitudes,



