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Thus, and by lawful means, is England lengthening ber cords astrengthening ber stakes on the shores of Guinea.
When the natives of Danish Accra heard that they were to chaitheir masters, tbey received the tidings witb the wildest enthusiasand, with shouts for Victoria and processions in her honor, welcom

the rule of her Majesty and the new era of their history. The supiority of English rule and civilization in elevating African unanp
may be seen in the advanced condition of the natives in the EngIterritories, as compared with those of territories under other foreiinfluence.

Jules Braouerce, commander of the corvette Oise, is now explorithe wholly un own country through which the Gaboon River oThe Swedish discoverer, Anderson,' has travelled Ovaxupo, on tWest coast of Africa, south Benguela, in the direction of the CuineRiver.
The French missionary, Leo des Avanchers, is travelling throujthe country which lies to the eastward of this great sea. The GEman traveller, Albert Roscher, has gone in the same direction, havileft Zanzibar with the hope of penetrating far into the interior.Pedro de Gantto, Governor of the Portuguese forts Tete aiSena on the Zam ez, is making prepaetion for new exploratioi

in Central Africa, of which he has already given such interestirdescriptions in his book " Muata Cazembe. "
Massaga, the Sardinian missionary, is now exploring the interiof Abyssinia ; go also is Bayssiere.
The Upper Nile is the object of untiring exploration. It worlbe strange if, before the end of this century, its wole couIse we

not as well known as is now that of the Thames the Seine or th
Rhine. While ægyptologists and archSologists like Maette, Deve
ia, Pommereuil, de Sebly, Brugsch, Eckhold and others, are searci.
ing out the mysteries of Ancient Egypt far up into Nubia, scientifi
men have undertaken, singly or in small numbers, to follow the Nilupward, in spite of ail the dificulties which. for tbree thousand yearhave baffled the bravest oxplorers. Messrs. Frith and Windhanare this month starting to go up the White Nile [n an iron boathirty-six feet long, drawing but one foot of water. They will baccompanied or followed by Messrs. Thomassy, Miani and others.Mr. McCarty, the son of the geographer, has it in contemplatioito travel on a new track to Timbuctoo from Algiers, where he wa.lived these eight years. According to bis plan he will pass througlLaghouat and Goleah, then make a circuit to the east to get out oithe way of a tribe of Arabs who have been bejuggled by a new prophet,and then continue his journey by Ghadames, Ghat and Lake Tsad.Other traveilers, also, sncb as Capt. Magnan, Baron Kraft, andYusaufben Gallabi, are bent on discoverY, stating from Algier, orother northern points. Asia, too, is being explored by many travel-lors; but as yet we have few details of their di coveries. Kriel hasbeen sent by the Vienna Academny into Asiatic Turkey. Rey isexploring some hitherto neglected portions of Syria and Palestine.

The brothers Schlaginweit are still continuing their researches in
Central Asia. A Russian scientific expedition is engaged in the
exploration of Chorassan, while a detachment of the French thoops
in ind-China i escorting a scientific corps through that country.Many other savants have neceived, missions froxu the Ministny ofPublic Instructions, or froxu the Paris Museumu. Besides this , theCatholic and protestant missionaries are coming more and more toconsider it a part of their duty to send home procise and compree
sive ethnographie and geographic intelligence of the countries throughwhich, they travel.

VIII. elograpbient 5ggtchro.

No. 1. WASHINGTON IRVING. LL.D.
The name of this genial, gifted and illustrious write, now belongsto the past, and in his death the literature of the United States has lestone of its bnightest ornaments, a name honoured at home and oe-

spected abroad. Washington Irving was born at new York, on the
third of April, 1783. His father, who was a respectable merchant
originally from Scotland, died while ho was quite young, and bis
education was superintended by his elder brothers. Grisword, in
his "Prose writers of America," states that in his youth he was ofa meditative and almost molancholy disposition, though at timnes
evincing something of that rich and peculiar humor, for which ho
became so famous. His first essays in literature were a series ofletters in 1802, published in the Morning Chronicle, of wbich hisbrother, Mr. Peter Irving, was editor. In consequences of symptoisof pulmonary diseease, ho proceeded in the following yea to the
Mediterranean. He was landed on the southern coast of Sicily -whence ho proceeded by way of Palermo and Naples to Rome-andthrough France to England. He returned in 1806, and soon afterjoimed Mr. Paulding in writing Salmagundie. Shortly afterwards
ho published his " Knickerbocker's History of New York," one of

nd the most genial and humorous of his compositions. He admittedimto partnership with his brothers, who were extensively engaged inige forei gn trade, and in 1815, hoe went to reside in Liverpool, Lu assistm, in conducting the business. Bit hehad hardly landed [nEngland,cd when a reverse of fortune swept n way the entire business of the firm.or- He now resorted to literature as a solace and suortnd N 1ormty, and 1820, published the Sketch Book-in London d n 819ish -a work which contains some beautiful sketches, almways frcsbgn and pleasing. This wa followed by Bracebridge Hall in 1822,and several other works. In 1828, having spent several years inng Madrid, he publislied the life of Columbus, and i 1831, the voyagesls. and discoveries of the Conîpanions of Columbus. In 1832, after anbe absence of seventeen years h retuned to his native country, andne shortly aftcn purchased the old mansion of the Van Tassels, on theHudson, in the vicinity of Sleepy Hollow. Here he p tsed bisbg summers, and his winters he spent in New York. In 1835 hr- published bis Tour of the Prairies, whin was followed by Abbotsford,ig Ncwstead Abbey, Legends of the Conquests of Spain, Astoria, theRocky Mountains and other wonks. In 1841 hoe wus appointedtd Minister plenipotcntiany to Spain, and resided five years in Madnid-is and in the autumn of 1846 returned to New York. Ho wa noverg married, but had about him the daughters of a brother who were to
him as bis own children, and who loved bim with aIl the love a)r father could engage. Ris last wvonk, the Life of Washington, wascompleted shortly before his death.-The New York Tines thusd speaks of the close of his career. " He was granted the p tivilegee of completing this latest of his works and closing then, fonever,e the portfolio out of which so many sweet and kindly and beneficentcreations had passed into the world, and with themi not one evilthing, one false spirit, one impure; the old man quietly folded hisc bauds in his well-named home of Sunnyside, the goal of a life sun-e lit by goodness and beauty; and there awaited the sumnons wbichs bas come to bim now as gently as we coeuld bave asked it sbould.ýi Ho died alinost in the arus of bis nioce, witbout any visible sign ofsuffering, and after an evening passed in the society of friendsy hom ho loved, and in the indulgence of all those genial aind

pleasant emotions which ho loved especially to cherish in himself,Sad in all with whom he was brought into contact. With thos developmeut of our national lîterature, greater mon thau Washing-i ton Irving may arise among us ; mon of deeper tlionglit, of anEinteflectual originality more granid anîd imposing; cagiles poise(lon stronger pinions, and circling higlier with a bolder fliglit tan1 h.
Biut the name of the inagican wh evoked thn shapes ol d arylife from aIl the loveliest nooks of the Hudson, and flrst clothed thenew world with a robe of fancy and of feeling, will never die;
and we may well rejoice that his spirit will dwell in our literaturewitb an influence as stainless and as wbolesome as the rcmemhberedimage of the man himself will be pure, and peaoeable ard igbteousin the hearts of ail who knew iim in the flesh. "-lloatreal rtilyHlerald.

No. 2. PROFESSOR GEORGE WILSON, M. D.
We bave this day the melancboîy dnty te record te deatb ofDr. Geo. Wilson, F.R.S.E., Professor of Tocbnologyintbe Universityof Edinburgb, Director cf the Industnial Museumu of Scotland,'and brother cf Professor Daniel Wilson,' University Coilege, To-rontot. Professor George Wilson Uad ntniravly a weak constitutionand a feeble frame of body, and he suffered much fromu sicknessduring his comparatively brief career. Indeed his kind and gener-ous disposition often caused hùi to take more work than lie mighthave done ; and the fatigues he endured in connection with the new

miuseuni coutributed in lie smnall degree to shorten bis days. Hotook a peculiar interest in the subject of bis chair, and treated it ina most felicitous nanner. He was a most attractive lecturer. Hedesired to make science popular, and he succeeded admirably. His
style was well calculated to attract an audience, as was evidenced bythe crowds that attended his appearances in public. The Philo-
sophical Institution benefitted much by his interesting prelectionson many occasions. He had a genial spirit, and entered with ardorinto the socialities of life. Withal he displayed a truly Christian
deportmnent. Science in bis hands was made subservient to the bestinterests of his fellow-men. The connection between science and
religion was never forgotten by him, and lie directed the minds of
his pupils to a higher knowledge than that on earth. He was readyfor every good work, and his writings breathe throughout a spirit ofChristian philanthropy. There is in them a grace of diction, afluency of style, and a force of illustration, which are truly remark-able. At the time of his death, he was engaged in writing thebiography of his friend, Professor Edward Forbes, whose unexpect-ed death occurred in a similar way at the commencement of a formersession. It is to be hoped that the niaterials are in such a state that
they can be made available. Among his published works are the
Life cf the Hon. Henry Cavendish, forming one of the volumes of


