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sessed a deeply'Seatcd devotion of spirit, she almost imme-

diately began to tarn the blame upon herself. She admired

the courage of this virtuous girl, and at length became the

foremost to fortify her in the holy resolution she had taken.

It was thus that God turned these different contradictions

to be a benefit to his servant, and it also furnished Cath-

arine with a new motive to serve God with greater fervor.

She therefore added new practices to the ordinary exercises

of piety. Feeble as she was, she redoubled her diligence

in labor, her watchings, fastings, and other austerities.

It was then the end of autumn, when the Indians are

accustomed to form their parties to go out to hunt during

the winter in the forests. The sojourn which Catharine

had already made there, and the pain she had suffered at

being deprived of tlie religious privileges she possessed in

the village, had induced her to form the resolution, as I

have already mentioned, that she would never during her

life return there. I thought, iiowever, that the change of

air, and the diet, which is so much better in the forest,

would be able to restore her health, which was now very

much impaired. It was for this reason that I advised her

to follow the family and others who went to the hunting

grounds. She answered me, in that deeply devotional

manner which was so natural to her, " It is true, my fa-

ther, that my body is served most luxuriously in the forest j

but the soul languishes there, and is not able to satisfy ita

hunger. On the contrary, in th6 village the body suffers ;

I am contented that it should be so ; but the soul finds its

delight in being near to Jesus Christ. Well, then, I will

willingly abandon this miserable body to hunger and suf-

fering, provided that my soul may have its ordinary nour-

ishment."
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