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the bufinefs of Sir "Walter Raleigh's plot j and as fhe vfzs i

great tbjefl: of popular pity, fo upon this occaHon, many ftrangc

ivories were circulated, which ferved to raife the odium for re-

taking her ; though it was his duty, and what the court ought

to have looked upon as an important fervice ". The Dutch^

too, who were angry .with him for his condu6l in the narrow

feas, found means to do him ill offices ; fo that upon fome very

flight pretences he was committed clofe prifoner to the Tower
in 1616* : but after he had been examined by the chief-juftice

Coke, and fecretary Winwood, he was difcharged ; and he af-

terwards wrote a large vindication of his condudt, while ad-

miral in the narrow feas.

He very foon recovered his credit; for in 161 7, we find

hii I called to council, in order to give his opinion how the Al-

gerines might be bed reduced ^, In the fucceeding reign, of

which we are now fpeaking, he had likewile a great intercft,

and his advice was afkcd in all maritime aftairs ; but, as he dif-

fered in opinion from thofe who were then in pofleffion of

power and favour, ar.d as he cenfured the expedition to Rhe,

and that againft Cadiz, we need not wonder that he was not

employed y. Yet in 1635, when the king came to have better

notions of things, and to be truly concerned for his fovereignty

of the feas. Sir William Monfou was appointed vice-admiral of

the fleet, commanded by the earl of Liiulfey j which elie<Skually

vindicated the king's honour and the righis of the nation*.

After this he fpent his days in privacy and peace, and about the

year 1640', compofed that work of his, of which we have

made fo great ufe, and of which, confulering its fubje£l, I think

it cannot be amifs to give a lliort account.

It is divided into fix books, all on different fubje£l8, and yet

all equally curious and inftru(5tive. The lirll book is, for the

mofl: part, a coUetlion of every year's actions, in the war

agaiuti Spain, on our own, upon the Spanifli coaft, and in the

Weft Indies. A brief narrative ; for no more is faid, but the

force they were undertaken with, and the fuccefs of the enter*

" See the ji>tro«lu^ion to the id hook of his naval tir.fts. " Cam-

den's aiiuali of Kinjj James, in Keniut's complete hirtory of £pg!and> vol. ii.

p. 64.5. -'' Sir Vv''illiarn Monroti's naval trafts, p. 150. > Ibid,

p. iSS— 177. * Ibid. p. 3po. a lUid. p. I'js,
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