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BRITISH COLONIES.

POSSESSIONS IN NORTH AMERICA.

CHAPTER I.

LOWER CANADA.

OKOGRAPHICAL POSITION AND ARBA—OBNERAL HISTORY—PHTSICAt AS-

PECT—MOUNTAINS, IlIVBRS, AND LAKKS—QBOLOOY—OLIHATR—POPU-

LATION—TERRITORIAL DIVISIONS—ANIMAL, VEOBTABLK AND MINERAL

KINODOMS—STAPLE PRODUCE—REVBNUB AND EXPENDITURE—GENERAL

COMMERCE—IMPORTS AND EXPORTS —MONETARY SYSTEM—FORM OP

OOVBRNHBNT—SOCIAL STATE—RELIGION, EDUCATION AND THE PRESS-
MILITARY DEFENCE—VALUE OF PROPERTY- PRESENT CONDITION AND
FUTURE PROSPECTS, &C.

Geographical PostrioN.—The vast, fertile and important

section of the British empire termed Canada,* is bounded on

the E. by the Atlantic Ocean, the Gulf of St. Lawrence and

a part of the Labrador coast, (which is si^parated by the

Straits of Belleisle from the island of Newfoundland,)—on the

N. by the Hudson Bay territories,—on the W. by the Pacific

Ocean,—and on the S. by the United States, by part of New
Brunswick and by the unexplored territories of the Indians.

The division line on the S. from the grand portage on Lake

* The term Canada ii iiipposod to be derived from the Indian word

h'anata, siffnifyinff a roilectioii of lmt«, and which the early European dis*

i-overen mistook for tlie name of the country.
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