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of hia enterprise, with great fairness, friendship, and liberality.

That company, therefore, still maintains an unrivalled sway over

the whole country washed by the Columbia and its tributaries.

It has, in fact, as far as its chartered powers permit, followed out

the splendid scheme contemplated by Mr. Astor, when he founded

his establishment at the mouth of the Columbia. From their

emporium of Vancouver, companies are sent forth in every direc-

tion, to supply the interior posts, to trade with the natives, and

to trap upon the various streams. These thread the rivers, tra-

verse the plains, penetrate to the heart of the mountains, extend

their enterprises northward, to the Russian possessions, and

southward, to the confines of California. Their yearly supplies

are received by sea, at Vancouver ; and thence their furs and pel-

tries are shipped to London. They likewise maintain a considera-

ble commerce, in wheat and lumber, with the Pacific islands, and

to the north, with the Russian settlements.

Though the company, by treaty, have a right to a participation

only, in the trade of these regions, and are, in fact, but tenants

on suff'erance
;
yet have they quietly availed themselves of the

original oversight, and subsequent supineness of the American

government, to establish a monopoly of the trade of the river

and its dependencies ; and are adroitly proceeding to fortify

themselves in their usurpation, by securing all the strong points

of the country.

Fort George, originally Astoria, which was abandoned on the

removal of the main factory to Vancouver, was renewed in 1830

;

and is now kept up as a fortified post and trading house. All

the places accessible to shipping have been taken possession of,

and posts recently established at them by the company.

The great capital of ^th is association; their long established

system ; their hereditary influence over the Indian tribes
;
their

internal organization, which makes every thing go on with the

regularity of a machine ;
and the low wages of their people, who

are mostly Canadians, give them great advantages over the Ame-

rican traders : nor is it likely the latter will ever be able to main-


