
IV PREFACE.

Of the succeeding sixteen years, viz.: from 1817, the pri
vate correspondence of the deceased affords almost the only 

materials ; but as this was tolerably copious, and generally 
written with the entire openness of friendship, it constitutes 
not the least valuable part of the Work.

The narrative of his religious visit to the South Sea Islands, 

&c., has been carefully revised since its last publication, and 
some additional matter from the original notes has been inter

spersed : a map of some of the Islands, constructed from the 
best accessible authorities, is also introduced.

For the closing years of his life, the private journal has 

again been quoted. The brevity of the American portion of it, 
will perhaps be regretted, though easily explained by the in
creasing age and infirmities of the writer ; but although short, 

it was thought to contain matter of sufficient interest to 
warrant its insertion. The record of his last illness has been 
furnished by the amiable family, who were then his kind 

attendants.
The Appendix will be found to contain several articles which 

though not actually a part of the narrative, are yet interesting 
in connexion with it. The extracts from the notes of our 

brother Charles, written whilst accompanying his father 
amongst the islands of the Pacific, exhibit a somewhat succinct 

view of the condition of their inhabitants, and are the more 

worthy of notice, as their lamented author was not only himself 

well qualified to observe, but also to estimate the evidence of 

others.
It will be seen, that the present work is to be regarded chiefly


