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bronze borfe!!, faid to be th« workman(hip of
Lycippufl. Tbey were given to the cnipcror Ne-
ro by Tiridate«, king of Armenia. Nero plzotd

thetn on the triumphal arch contecrated to hiiui

tbey were afterwards removed to the Hippodrondl

of Conilantinople, and wheft that city wa» taken

by the French and Venetians, in the thirteenth

century, they were, brought to Venice, and piaoed

in their prefent iituation.

The treafury of St. Mark is extremely rich ia

jewels and relics. Among other articles, it con-

tains eight pillars from Solomon's temple, a piece

of the Virgin Mary's veil, fome of her hair and
milk; the knife ufed by our Saviour at the laft

fupper, one of the nails of his crof^^ and a £ew
drops of his blood.

After thefe, it would be impertinent to enume-
rate the bones, and other relics of faints and mar-
tyrs, of which there is a plentiful (how 3 and (till

more lb, to make out an inventory of the temppral
jewels kept here. One Angular curioiity, how«
ever, deferves mention : it is a pidure of the Vir-

gin by St. Luke, which proves that the evangelift

was but a miferable dauber, and that the pious

Catholics fometimes defame thofe they mean to

honour, by afcribing fuch filly performauoes t<^

them.
The ducal palace is an immenfe building.^

wholly of marble, fiefides the apartments of th«
dogn, it contains halls and chambers for the ftniate,

and all the diilerent councils and tribunals.

The principal dair-cafe is calkd the Giant*a

Stair, from two coJoifal (latues of Mars and Nep-
tune, piaoed atop. They are of white marble,
and iculptured by SanfovinOjOn purpofe torepre-

fent the naval and milixar/ powers of this ^ate.
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