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wife and virtuous general who conquered

us, being a worthy reprefcntative of the

glorious foveteign who entrufted him with

the command of his armies, left us in

pofleflion of our laws and cuftoms : the

free exercife of our reUgion was preferved

to us, and afterwards was confirmed by the

treaty of peace j and our own former coun-

trymen were appointed judges of our dif-

putes concerning civil matters. This excefs

of kindnefs towards us we fliall never forget.

Thefe generous proofs of the clemency of

our benign conqueror will be cartfully pre-

ferved in the annals of our hiftory ; and we
ihall tranfmit them from generation to gene-

ration to our remoteft pofterity. Thefe,

Sir, are the pleafing ties by which, in the

beginning of our fubjedtion to your ma-
jefty's government, our hearts were fo

llrongly bound to your majefty j ties which
can never be diflblved, but which time will

only flrengthen and draw clofer.

* In the year 1 764, your majefly thought
fit to put an end to the military government
of this province, and to eftablifh a civil go-

vernment in its ftead. And from the inftant

of this change we began to feel the incon-

veniencies which refulted from the intro-

dudtion of the laws of England, which till

then we had been wholly unacquainted with.

Our former countrymen, who till that time

had been permitted to fettle our civil difputes

* without


