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jramc, and offering the most drlinhtfiil situation in

the world for a residence." Whatever this inter-

rninahle forest might contain, it was certain that

the; sea that washed its shores was tilled with fish,

and numerous and valuahle cargoes were constantly

arriving to silence the douhts and awaken the enter-

prise of the mercantile community The thstracttid

and unsettled state of men's minds on the suhject

of religion led many enthusiasts to think of the

country as an asylum,, who gliidly entered into an

enterprise that ofi'ered at once the prospect of gain

and an exemption from ecclesiastical control.

Accordingly, two considerahle parties of fanatical

adventurers migrated thither—the Separatists of

Leyden called Brovvnists, and English Noncon-

formists. The former settled at Plvmouth, and

the latter at Massachusetts Bay.

The means, character, and station of these two

were widely different, and though they are often

considered as one people, and erroneously spoken

of under the general name of Pilgrims, it is

necessary to hear this distinction in mind. The

first are represented as men of great zeal hut

of little knowledge. Many of the others were

g(intlemen and scholars, whose humility was not the

result of their poverty hut their pride. The one

had already separated from their Church and quitted

their native country hefore thev came to America.

The others having more to lose, for they were
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