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the gentleman did not arrive at Paris until the day after the

murder.
The news of the count's arrest and imprisonment on a

charge of murder caused a violent sensation among the high
aristocracy. All those connected with him, who had tretited

him hitherto with indifference, found their dignity deeply
involved in the question of his guilt or innocence. A general
convocation was held at the hotel of the Marquis de Crequi,
of all the relatives and allies of the house of Horn. It was
an assemblage of the most proud and aristocratic personages
of Paris. Inquiries were made into the circumstances of the
affair. It was ascertained, beyond a doubt, that the Jew
was dead, and that he had been killed by several stabs of a
poniard. In escaping by the window, it was said that the
count had fallen and been immediately taken ; but that De
Mille had fled through the streets, pursued by the populace,
and had been arrested at some distance from the scene of the
murder; that the count had declared himself innocent of

the death of the Jew, and that he had riskenl his own life in

endeavoring to protect him; but that De Mille, on btung
brought back to the tavern, confessed to a plot to murder the
broker, and rob him of his pocketook, and inculpated the
count in the crime.

Another version of the story was, that the Count Van
Horn had deposited with the broker bank shares to the
amount of eighty-eight thousand livres; that he had sought
him in this tavern, which was one of his resorts, and had
demanded the shares; that the Jew had denied the deposit;

that a quarrel had ensued, in the course of which the Jew
struck the count in the face ; that the latter, transported with
rage, had snatched up a knife from a table and wounded
the Jew in the shoulder; and that thereupon De Mille, who
wan present, and who had likewise been defrauded by the
•roker, fell on him, and dispatched him with blows of a
poniard and seized upon his pocketbook ; that he had offered

to divide the contents of the latter with the count, pro 7'ata,

of what the usurer had defrauded them ; that the latter had
refused the proposition with d'sdain, and that, at a noise of

persons approaching, both had attempted to escape from the
premises, but liad been taken.

Regard the story in any way they might, appearances
were terribly against the count, and the noble assemblage
was in great consternation. What was to bo done to ward
off so foul a disgnice and to save their illustrious escutcheons


