this line. Or else, the United States may buy from the Feng
tien Government all the timber rights on the one hand to protect
their own trade with us; on the other, to control the monopoly
and incidentally kill our paper industry.

Kirin was known as the “ocean of trees” even in the days
of Emperor Chien-Lung. Added to the original forests are the
growths in the intervening years since that time. Imagine the
vastness of the resources! To transport this timber from Kirin
to Osaka via Changchun and Dairen, there is a distance of 1,385
miles. For every cubic foot, we have to spend 34 cents.
Because of this high cost of transportation, we cannot compete
with the United States. If the Kirin-Hueining Line ig com-
pleted, the distance is reduced to about 700 miles. We can then
ship timber to Osaka at the low rate of 13 cents per cubic foot.
We can certainly defeat the timber importation from the
United States then. Supposing we calculate the profit at Yen
5.00 per ton timber and supposing there are two billion tons
of timber, the construction of the railway will bring to us the
easy profit of 10 billion yen. we will bar the import of Am-
erican timber into our country. Furthermore, the industry of
paper manufacture furiture making, and wooden wares which
the cheap timber makes possible will add 20 milion yen more
to our country’s annual income.

There is also the Hsinchin coal mine, which has a reserve
of 600,000,000 tons of coal. The quality of this coal is superior
to that of Fushun coal, easy to excavate and suitable for the
extraction of petroleum, agricultural fertilizers and other
chemical by-products which we may both use at home and sell
in China. There are numerous other advantages which will
come to us from the building of the Kirin-Hueining Railway.
It is all gain without labour. The coal will supplement the
Fushun collieries. With both coal mines in our control, we
hold the key to the industries of all China. Spea]<in§: of the
Hsinchin coal, we shall reap a profit of Yen 5.00 on each ton
when it is shipped to Japan. With additional chemical by-
products, we shall reap a profit of Yen 16.00 from each ton of
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