
SENÀTE

Chamber now, I have neyer attended a eau-
eus of the Gonservative Party with the mem-
bers of the House of Gommons; and the eau-
eus that 1 did attend the other day was a
caucus of the members of the Senate to de-
cide upon affaire on this side of the Huse.
and net for the purpose of combining with
the Conservative Party in the bouse of Corn-
mons as to what should be done with regard
to this legislation or for any other purpose.
I expeet that my bonourable friend will de-
clare that hie bad not been proerly advised
and did not proper]y understand the position,
and that hie will say to those of us who have
made the sacrifice of abstaining from any part
in the caucuses in another place that it was
an unfair insinuation for him, or any other
person, or any newspaper, to make. I repeat
that the Banking and Commerce Cornmittee
in this niatter anld ini every uther, for the last
seven years, have been. as they were for years
before, above suspicion. They have n-ot played
polities; their Chairman has not played poli-
tics; and if bonourable gentlemen in the
heat of the excitement that fille this Huse
and this city to-day, forget themselves te
the point of doing an injustice to their
celleagues, 1 for -one repudiate their un-
fair statements and challenge their righit to
make these insinuations.

Hon. Mr. DANDIJRAND: I arn very glad,
honourable gentlemen, to hear that state-
ment, for it wvas derlared te me, and it was
stated elsewbere and in the newspapers, that
the Conservative Senators had eaucused with
the Conservative Commoners. For my part,
since I was made a Minister, I have attended
one caucus of the Liberals in Parliament.
That was four and a haîf years ago. Sînce
then n-ot only have I flot attended any caucus,
but I have asked the whips on the other side
net te send notices to, the Senators to attend
caucuses, because I preferred that we sbould
remain away from 'the political atmosphere
of the Gommons.

Righit HIon. Sir GEORGE E. FOSTER:
My bonourable friend has alluded te, what
took ,place in the Committee prier' to the
request that, the Board of Grain Commqs-
sioners come clown te Ottawa and 'give
evidence, but I do net think hie bas stated
aIl that took place on that special occasion,
The question was raised wbether we should
proceed te an examination of the Bill and
a conclusion upon it, or whether any fuither
evidence should be brougbt. It was suggested
that the Grain Commissioners' shoüld 'be
brougbt down, because' as te, section 1 they
were very i ntimately connected with the con-
troversy, if you caîl it se, as te bow that
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originated, and, in the second place, it was
~iaterial te have their evidence on section 2,
a very important section of the Bill. W-hen
the proposition was made what rny honour-
able friend bas stated rcally took place. H1e
did net see the necessity for calling the Cern-
missieners, and urged that it was unnecessary
to do se. Amongst ethers, I took the view
that the second section of the Bill was equally
important witb the first section, tbough of
course along different lines, and I hold that
epinien still. I said that, whilst I would net
care particularly whetber or net the Commis-
sion came te give evidence on the first
section, I did tbink it was very important
t-hat they should be present for the second
section. That is why 1 prcssed for the Grain
Commissioners' attendance, and I think it was
perfetly legitimate te do that. I arn glad
te sec that my 'honourable friend admits that
it was important te have the Commissioners
preset te give evidence on the second section
of the Bill.

Now, as regards the Jlittle political or party
flurry tbat we have h'ad bere this rnorning,
it dees net often take place in the Senate.
Ma9ybe we are slightly solemn and overdrawn
at times, and a little excitinz flurry of this
kind stirs the waters and perhaps contributes
te their ultimate purity. I arn net finding any
faîtît with that; but 1 am going te protest
against what may be an impression that party
pulitics is a gaine played in the Bankîng and
Commerce Comrnittee of the Senate. I dis-
tinctly sa~y that fromn my bcoming a member
of the Senate and of several of its Cern-
mittees, 1 have 'been rather surprised at the
very commendable absence of party spirit
amongst honourable members wben taking up
measures tbat corne from the Couinons. 'The
experience bas been, I may say, somèwhat
re-fresbing as compared with the experience in
like Cemmittees of the Commons, -wbere, I
think it is agreed, party politics do semetirnes
enter inte the consideration of their mensures.
I arn anxious that the Sonate should keep its
reputatien in respect te the manner In whieh
it deals with business that cernes before it.

As te attendance at party caucuses or meet-
ings of that sort, it is net neeessary for me te
make a cenfession, but I have net attended a
caucus of Conservatives of the House of Gomn-
mons during this wbole Session. A Senator
who is a memnber of the part>' bas a right te
attend if bie se desires. Each can exercise bis
e wn judgmtent, however, as te wbether or net
it is wise to attend.

Wb, ere are we at tbis particular tirne? The
impression was strong in this Comrnittee
yesterday, and I think it js equally streng now,
that we can get througha with this incasure


