
February 8, 1994COMMONS DEBATES1070

Points of Order

In view of the fact that the economic and employment 
ministers of the G-7 countries will be meeting in Detroit, 
Michigan on March 13 and 14,1 would like to ask the minister if 
he can inform the House of any steps the government is taking to 
invite the G-7 ministers to travel the short distance across the 
border to Windsor, Canada.

I would also like to know if the Canadian delegation will be 
staying in American hotels in Detroit or in Canadian hotels in 
Windsor.

Hon. André Ouellet (Minister of Foreign Affairs): Mr. 
Speaker, my seatmate understood the question very well. If he 
does represent Canada at this job conference I am sure he will be 
staying in Windsor.

Americans are questioning the imposition by the Quebec gov
ernment of a minimum price on any beer sold in Quebec, when 
British Columbia and Ontario have already imposed such floor 
prices.

• (1500)

My question is for the Minister for International Trade. Could 
the minister tell us whether he supports the position taken by the 
Quebec government to impose a minimum price on beer sold on 
its territory with a view to reduce alcohol consumption by 20 per 
cent by the year 2000?

[English]

Hon. Roy MacLaren (Minister for International Trade):
Mr. Speaker, there is nothing in the memorandum of understand
ing between Canada and the United States on beer which 
prevents a GATT-consistent minimal price practice. It is that 
policy that we have supported in three cases, British Columbia, 
Ontario, and Quebec.

CANADIAN FORCES BASE CORNWALLIS

Mr. Svend J. Robinson (Burnaby—Kingsway): Mr. Speak
er, my question is for the Prime Minister. It is a question of great 
concern, not only to the people of Nova Scotia but to all 
Canadians concerning the establishment of a peacekeeping 
training centre at Canadian Forces Base Cornwallis.

The Prime Minister will recall the letter he wrote to the people 
of Cornwallis, and in particular Annapolis and Digby counties in 
which he strongly supported this peacekeeping training centre 
for both Canadian and non-Canadian troops.

When will the government act to meet its commitment to the 
people of Annapolis and Digby counties to establish a Canadian 
forces peacekeeping training centre in Cornwallis?

Hon. David Michael Collenette (Minister of National De
fence and Minister of Veterans Affairs): Mr. Speaker, as the 
hon. member knows, we are reviewing all of the facilities that 
National Defence has and every aspect of the operations budget 
of the Department of National Defence in conformity with the 
promises outlined in the red book.

In the red book we talked about the establishment of peace
keeping centres, and that is actively under consideration. Cana
da takes second place to none in the world in the development of 
peacekeeping. We shall keep this in mind when we announce the 
changes to defence policy later this year and certainly with 
respect to expenditures over the next 60 days.

PETRO-CANADA

Mr. Chuck Strahl (Fraser Valley East): Mr. Speaker, my 
question is for the Prime Minister.

The new chief executive officer of Petro-Canada is quoted as 
saying that there is no longer a public policy mandate for 
Petro-Canada.

Will the Prime Minister take this advice and sell Petro-Cana
da and apply the proceeds of the sale to the federal deficit?

Hon. Paul Martin (Minister of Finance and Minister 
responsible for the Federal Office of Regional Development 
-Quebec): Mr. Speaker, as you know the previous government 
did sell off a portion of the Petro-Canada shares. The matter is 
obviously under advisement.

There is a question of market judgment and at the time when 
the situation is propitious, we will take the decision that is 
required.

POINTS OF ORDER

QUESTION PERIOD* * *

Mr. Stephen Harper (Calgary West): I rise on a point of 
order, Mr. Speaker. As a new member who perhaps is not clear 
on the rules, I would like to ask your judgment or guidance on a 
matter originating from Question Period.

We had today and we have had in the past situations where I 
have noticed ministers reading lengthy statements on govern
ment policy in reply to what I do not want to describe as leading 
questions from Liberal members but perhaps not the same kind

[Translation]

BEER INDUSTRY

Mr. Yves Rocheleau (Trois-Rivières): Mr. Speaker, through 
the impetus given by the big American brewers, the United 
States are now trying to force the Canadian provinces to widely 
open their market to these brewers, despite the beer agreement 
that was signed by the two countries in August 1993. The


