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Since last you met the developments of the 
war have made increasingly clear the nature of 
the struggle in which we are engaged. The 
very existence of nations that cherish indepen
dence and democratic ideals is menaced by enemy 
forces of ruthless aggression which aim to 
dominate mankind by terror and violence. The 
Canadian people have shown their determination 
to share with Britain and France to the utmost 
of their strength in the defence of freedom.

My ministers are of the opinion that the 
effective prosecution of the war makes it 
imperative that those who are charged with the 
grave responsibility of carrying on the govern
ment of Canada should, in this critical period, 
be fortified by a direct and unquestioned 
date from the people. My advisers, accordingly, 
having regard to existing conditions and the 
stage of the life of the present parliament, 
have decided upon an immediate appeal to the 
country.
Honourable Members of the Senate:

Members of the House of Commons:
In all that pertains to the discharge of your 

responsible duties, may Divine Providence be 
your strength and guide.

Eugene Durocher, Esquire, member for the 
electoral district of St. James, introduced by 
Right Hon. W. L. Mackenzie King and Right 
Hon. Ernest Lapointe.

Elphège Marier, Esquire, member for the 
electoral district of Jacques Cartier, introduced 
by Right Hon. W. L. Mackenzie King and 
Right Hon. Ernest Lapointe.

Douglas George Leopold Cunnington, 
Esquire, member for the electoral district of 
Calgary West, introduced by Hon. Robert J. 
Manion and Mr. E. E. Perley.

Walter George Brown, Esquire, member for 
the electoral district of Saskatoon City, 
introduced by Miss Agnes C. Macphail and 
Mr. Joseph Needham.

man-

OATHS OF OFFICE
Right Hon. W. L. MACKENZIE KING 

(Prime Minister) moved for leave to introduce 
Bill No. 1, respecting the administration of 
oaths of office.

Motion agreed to and bill read the first time.
WAR MEASURES ACT

ORDERS IN COUNCIL RESPECTING WAR EMERGENCY 
MATTERS TABLED

GOVERNOR GENERAL’S SPEECH Right Hon. W. L. MACKENZIE KING 
(Prime Minister) : Mr. Speaker, I wish to 
table certain orders in council respecting war 
emergency matters. These are the various 
orders that have been passed under the War 
Measures Act. There are typewritten copies of 
all measures that have been passed since the 
close of the special session and up to and 
including January 17, 1940. All orders in 
council passed under the authority of the War 
Measures Act having the character of legisla
tion are being printed and I have every 

to believe that they will be ready

Mr. SPEAKER : I have the honour to 
inform the house that when the house did 
attend His Excellency the Governor General 
this day in the Senate chamber, His Excellency 
was pleased to make a speech to both houses 
of parliament. To prevent mistakes, I have 
obtained a copy, which is as follows. Shall 
I dispense?

Mr. MANION: No; I should like to have 
it read.

Mr. SPEAKER : I will have it read by the 
clerk assistant.
Honourable Members of the Senate:

Members of the House of Commons :
During the months which have elapsed since 

the close of the special session, my ministers 
have given unremitting attention to the organi
zation and prosecution of Canada’s war effort. 
The government has been in constant 
sultation with the government of the United 
Kingdom, and the measures adopted have been 
those which it is believed will best serve the 
common cause.

Vigorous action has been taken through all 
branches of the armed forces to provide for the 
security and defence of Canada, and for co
operation with the allied forces on land, on sea 
and in the air.

For the effective prosecution of the war, 
Canada's industrial, financial and other resources 
are being steadily mobilized and all war 
activities coordinated. The production and 
marketing of agricultural and other primary 
products have been given constructive direction; 
and safeguards have been provided against 
undue enhancement, under war conditions, of 
the prices of food, fuel and other necessaries 
of life.

[Mr, Speaker.!

reason
to table in printed form, both in French and 
in English, by the middle of next week.

ACTING DEPUTY SERGEANT AT ARMS
Mr. SPEAKER : I have the honour to in

form the house that I have appointed John 
Laundy to be acting deputy sergeant at arms 
during the present session.

DISSOLUTION OF PARLIAMENT
STATEMENT OF THE PRIME MINISTER AS TO 

PROPOSED GENERAL ELECTION

con-

Right Hon. W. L. MACKENZIE KING 
(Prime Minister) : Mr. Speaker, I rise to 
move that the house do now adjourn, but if 
the house would permit me so to do I should 
like to make a statement to hon. members 
with respect to the paragraph in the speech 
from the throne which refers to an immediate 

Hon. members will be interdissolution.
es ted in knowing the circumstances which


