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1. Great usefulness at comparatively small
expense.

9. As the professional knowledge required is
much the same in all the types of vessels here
advocated, the officers and men would under-
go a uniform standard of training, and would
be able to take service in any type of colonial
ship or boat.

3. The officers would become highly trained
specialists in practically one Fartzicular
branch of naval warfare, and would possess
an intimate knowledge of the pilotage of their
own territorial waters.

4. If the scouts and destroyers were fitted
with turbine machinery and oil fuel, this
method of propulsion, being very simple and
easily worked, would mean comparatively
small complements, both below and on deck,
thus enabling higher wages to be paid, and
thereby ensuring a good class of men entering
the service.

There is the opinion of one of the
highest naval authorities in England de-
claring that this is the correct policy.
There can be no doubt that it is the cor-
rect policy. As regards the guarding of
our coasts, scouts, cruisers and that class
of vessels are the kind we want for the
purpose. As I have said before, they could
beat anv vessels below the armoured
cruiser class or the protected cruiser. That
being the case, I say that if we have, in
addition to that, a cruiser of the Indomit-
able type we get practically clear of any
danger through Germany sending to
our coasts vess®ls below the Indomitable
type in case of war. Take, for example,
the Atlantic coast; that coast is very
easily guarded. The entrance to the Gulf
of St. Lawrence is Belle Isle Straits, which
are narrow and 40 miles long. One or two
destrovers could euard that entrance. The
other entrance is Cabot Strait, between
Cape Ray and Cape North, that is between
Cape Breton and Newfoundlandi With
two destroyers or a scout cruiser it would
be difficult for any privateer or any ves-
sel, except one of the very largest class,
to get through that entrance. Then prac-
tically you have, after leaving Quebec,
about 600 miles of protected water before
the vessel would get out on the high seas.
When it was out on the high seas, as is
pointed out by Mr. Hamilton in some very
clever articles he has been writing in the
“University Monthly,” she would be com-
paratively free from attack, as to find her
would be like hunting for a needle in a
hav stack.

Then take the Bay of Fundy. The
entrance there is only twenty miles
broad. Vessels have to keep clear of
Muir Ledgese, they have to pass between
Gannet Rock on one side, Brier island
on the other, so that the entrance there
is so narrow that it can be easily guarded
and protected. Therefore, I say that with
a very little expense, because Halifax with

the guns she has is well protected, our
eastern coast could be defended. We found
at Santiago at the time of the war between
Spain and the United States that a few
guns on land were more effective than four
or five times their number at sea. The
obsolete guns which the Spanish had at
Santiago were able to keep at bay the
whole American fleet. Therefore, I say that
we will be able to do what the admiralty
want us todo, that is to effectually
protect our own coast line and effectually
guard our commerce until the ships get on
the high seas.

A great deal has been said about the
‘German Scare’ I may say that I
do mot agree with many of my
friends on the government side that
this is a scare. As far as I can
find by looking into this question
the action taken by Germany is a very seri-
ous one. Unless England now carries out
the policy she has adopted, Germany would
in a few years become strong enough to
force the issue with England, and perhaps
might make it very doubtful. But the re-
sult is that England is aroused now, last
year four vessels were laid down and this
year eight will be built. I want to
call attention to the class of vessels Eng-
land is now building. We have heard about
the Dreadnought class, that is a vessel of
17,000 tons, with 21,000 horse-power, arm-
ed with ten 12-inch guns. Now they have
the super-Dreadnought type, a vessel of
92,000. odd tons with greater horse-power,
and some of them are propased to be armed
with 13+5-inch guns. They are laying down
this year four of the largest class of super-
Dreadnoughts. Let me call your attention
to one vessel that England is laying down
this year, that is what is called the Capi-
tal cruiser type. This vessel has over 80,-
000 horse-power. Think of that! She will
have a speed of over thirty knots, and as
you all know, a knot is one and one:eighth
miles. She is to be armed with twelve 135
guns, the largest now being made. She is
to be armed also with a number of 10.6-
inch guns and a number of 4-inch guns. A
vessel of that class with 80,000 horse-power,
armed as she is and with_her great speed
would be practically invincible.

Another type that England is now laying
down is called the Destroyer type. It is
called a destroyer of destroyers. Vessels of
this type have a speed of over. thirty-eight
knots. The ¢ Tarter ’ lately made a record of
over forty knots. She is armed with four
4-inch guns, and has a torpedo tube. Here
is a vessel capable of doing tremendous
execution in case of trouble. These
are the mnewer types. We remember
that since the time of the ‘Admiral’
class every type of battleship has
been made larger until we came to the
Dreadnought type. Since then, we are go-



