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other nations will have tomorrow, and the day is not far
distant, if this continues, when there will be armouries of
these rockets. While a few years ago a new era was introduced
by the development of nuclear weapons, today an even more
frightening and awful time faces mankind. That is why I say
that 1t is a matter of sombre urgency that this Assembly
should act, and act effectively, if we are to bring about

the control of the use of this dread menace, the ultimate
engine of destruction. '

While 1t 1s only the great powers that can afford
the vast expense to build these earth-spanning missiles, small
nations are concerned. - Canada is vitally concerned, for we
are the closest neighbour of the United States and the U.S.S.R.
Our strategic position in the world, embracing as it does
the Arctlc area in which Canada owns and exercices sovereignty
over great areas, makes Canada one -of the most vulnerable
nations in any future war. '

' I do not intend today to deal in any detail with
the terms of the disarmament proposals that were put before
the Sub-Committee of the Disarmament Commission by the four
Western powers, but I feel it -well to refer for but a nonent
to the question of suspension of tests of nuclear and atoni
weapons. -

The suspension as provided for in the Western
proposals would be for a year, conditional on a convention
on disarmanent being entered into, and this would be
renewable for a second year if satisfactory progress had been
made towards a cessation of the production of nuclear
weapons, But there are well-intentioned pecople -- many people
-- who belicve that a ban on atomic tests is a panacea for
all the ills of mankind. 1In all the clamour there has been
over this, some have lost sight of the fact that the
suspension of tests 1is not going to stop the stockpiling of
nuclear weapons or the atomic arnmaments race. The only way
to do this 1is to divert fissionable material from the
nanufacture of weapons to peaceful uses, and the Western
proposals very sensibly linked an agreement to do this with
a continuation of the suspension of the tests.

While treating the suspension of nuclear tests as
a matter for immedliate action, the 1l-point Western proposals
nade such suspension dependent on the establishment of
nuclear watching posts in the territories agreed on of the
United States, the United Kingdon, the U.S.S.R. and other

- countries. It nmust be admitted too that the need for

inspection is not fully understood by many well-meaning
people, largely because of a popular view that atoaic or
hydrogen explosions can be detected anywhere in the world.
According to the scientific opinions that I have had,

that 1is not so.




