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Both the Government and the RUF/SL shall, together with other political parties, 
nominate men and women of professionalism, integrity and objectivity to the National 
Electoral Commission, not later than  three months after the signing of the present 
Peace Agreement. 

It is hereby agreed that no member of the National Electoral Commission shall be 
eligible for appointment to a political office by any goverrunent formed as a result of 
an election they were mandated to conduct. 

ARTICLE 19 

The Parties agree that the basic civil and political liberties which are recognised by the 
Sierra Leone legal system and are contained in the Declarations and Principles on 
Human Rights adopted by the UN and the OAU, especially the Universal Declaration 
of Human Rights and the African Charter on Human and People's Rights, shall be fully 
guaranteed and promoted within Sierra Leone society. 

These include the right to life and liberty, freedom from torture; the right to a fair trial, 
freedom of conscience, expression and association, and the right to take part in the 
governance of one's country. 

To foster national reconciliation and ensure the full and unrestricted participation of 
the RUF/SL in the political process, the RUF/SL shall enjoy: 

(i) freedom of the press and access to the media in order that they may be 
heard and informed. 
(ii) freedom of association, expression, assembly and the right to mobilise 
and demonstrate freely, and to communicate politically in order that they 
may organise effectively and set up appropriate infrastructure. 

All political prisoners and prisoners of war, if any, shall be released. 

ARTICLE 20 
- 

To monitor compliance with the basic rights guaranteed in the present Peace 
Agreement, as well as to promote human  rights education throughout the various 
sectors of Sierra Leonean society, including schools, the media, the police and the 
military, an independent National Commission on Human  Rights shall be established. 

In pursuance of the above, technical and material assistance may be sought fi-om the 
UN Special Commission on Human  Rights, UN Centre for Human  Rights, African  
Commission on Human and People's Rights and other relevant international 
organisations. 

The National Commission on Human Rights shall have the pôwer to investigate hum an 
 rights violations and to institute legal proceedings where appropriate. 

Further, a consortium of local human rights groups shall be encouraged to help 
monitor human rights observance. 

ARTICLE 21 

The Parties undertake to respect the principles and rules of international humanitarian 
law. 

ARTICLE 22 
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