
irrespective of the fact that the threat of a nuclear war has diminished.
* Media at home and abroad undermine the credibility of Canadian initiatives in NATO.

The govemnment ofien faces hostile press and j ournalists who, lack technical expertise.
* European Union issues and political manoeuvring play an important role. There is

confusion and contradictions in some govemnments which reflect the tension between
Trans-Atlantic and European dimrensions.

IV. Initiatives and Tactics for December and Beyond

The recent NPT Conference Review and the commnitmnent of NATO to, continue to review
its policies present an opportune time for Canada and others te, act, especially on the language
issue. However, some participants agreed that the wmndow to effect NATO's policies is rapidly
closing. A doubt was expressed about whether the public and the abolitionist NGO cominunity
could be catalysed by an initiative aimed at a change of language. Some said that tampering with
NATO's discourse may not engage the public and will not mean anything unless supported by
tangible actions. Others pointed out the NATO's language is actually slowly changing. Some
participants expressed fear that such increxnentalism. may lead to, disaster.

The participants raised the following recomimendations for action:


