
preferring the status quo rather than being left behind,
2. a gap between a delegation's public announcement endorsing certain reform proposais

and hidden reasons (mnterests) bebind these preferences,
3. striking a balance between effectiveness of the LIN and justice (i.e., representativeness)
4. how important is the universality of the UN in the context of alternative governance

mechanisms?

Addressing the first issue, Paul Heinbecker said that Canada is caught in the middle when
trying to wrestle with reforming the UN. However, it is likely that extending the veto to other
countries would further bound the Security Council and make it even less accountable than it is
now. Taking up the gap between public and hidden (interest-based) endorsement of certain
reform sehemes, Guenther Altenburg said that while it is historically plausible that the notion of
state sovereignty will disappear, in the foreseeable future states and their interests will continue
to play a large role in international relations. States will continue to be a factor in securing peace
and stability within a geographical area, in ensuring that human rights are respected, li keeping
international agreements, and so on.

Turqing: to the effectiveness of the Security Council, Guenther Altenburg pointed out that
there is a good debate surrounding the merits of the various schemes aimed at extending the
Security Council membership in order to make it more effective, representative and democratic.
Issues, such as squaring the notion of regionally-based seats with a state-based UN membership,
will have to be addiressed. In the end, a balance will have to be struck among the various criteria
for Security Council membership, including merit. Minister Axworthy said that Canada is not


