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Indigenous peoples, minorities and refugees

Group discussion was devoted mainly to the two topics of indigenous peoples
and refugees.

Policy context

A: Indigenous peoples

1 . Indigenous peoples cati and need to speak for themnselves and should be
provided with the voice space to do so. This applies to indigenous peoples ini
Canada and Asia-Pacific, recognizing that the situation ini the latter region is
complicated by other categorizations such as minorities, and tribal and other
communal designations. Indigenous peoples are pursuing North-South and
Canada-Asia-Pacific links, dialogues and activities.

2. Indigenous peoples are adversely affected by non-sustainable economiuc
development such as resource extraction. Indigenous peoples cati and do conduct
business, but their models for sustainable development, which have much to


